Daughters of Immigration
Mixed identities among gender-based and intercultural dynamics.
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Abstract

The growth of migratory flows and the multiple changes of contemporary society (Bauman
2001), have deeply transformed Italy: it has rapidly developed from a mono-cultural country of
emigration to one of the biggest immigration country in Europe, that is going towards the
“super-diversity" (Crul, Shneider, Lelie, 2013).

Multiculturalism and globalization influence people's everyday life in an educational way
(Tramma, 2015), imposing the construction of flexible and hybrid identities (Beck, 2000) in a
system of multiple belongings.

The second-generation of immigrants - children born in the host country from migrant families
or arrived in the early childhood - is an emblematic example of those processes (Portes,
Rumbaut, 2001). These children are involved in a daily process of identity negotiation and
acculturation (Berry, 2005) and they also playing a role of mediation (Ambrosini & Molina
2004) between the host society and the original family.

The meeting of different cultural systems calls into question, among other things, the traditional
models of man and woman (Pessar, Mahler 2003); furthermore gender creates divergent paths of
acculturation for adolescent girls and boys (Chuang, Tamis Le Monda 2009).

These processes come out in a complex dialectic, where developmental, generational, cultural
and gender-based dynamics are interlaced and influence each others in the identity construction
of girls belonging to the second generation.

The research takes place in this crossroad: it is built on inter-disciplinary contributions re-
elaborated in a pedagogical key.

The main aim is to understand how girls from the second generation build up their self-image
and life project by analyzing their stories and the various contexts where them take place, in an
ecological and systemic perspective (Bronfenbrenner 1979).

A special attention is paid to the cultural transmission that take place within families, at school
and in care and social services, both intentionally or unintentionally. A central issue is to
understand how the girls play the negotiation of gender and cultural patterns expressed by their
key persons (mothers, grandmothers, teachers, care workers, friends..).

The research design has a qualitative approach and multiple data collection tools, such as life
stories, semi-structured interviews and focus groups in school, in order to promote peer-to-peer
discussion and the construction of shared meanings.

The final aim is to understand the role played by schools and social-care services in supporting
the process of growth of girls belonging to second generations living in Italy today, and to
sustain educational design in this field.
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