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Abstract

Recently, an intriguing correspondence was conjectured in [1] between Schur half-
indices of pure 4d SU(2)N = 2 supersymmetric Yang-Mills (SYM) theory with line opera-
tor insertions and partition functions of the double scaling limit of the Sachdev-Ye-Kitaev
model (DSSYK). Motivated by this, we explore a generalization to SU(N)N = 2 SYM the-
ories. We begin by deriving the algebra of line operators, ASchur, representing it both in
terms of the q-Weyl algebra and q-deformed harmonic oscillators, respectively. In the
latter framework, the half-index admits a natural description as an expectation value in
the Fock space of the oscillators. This q-oscillator perspective further suggests an inter-
pretation in terms of generalized colored chord counting, and maps the half-index to
a purely combinatorial quantity. Finally, we establish a connection with the quantum
Toda chain, which is an integrable model whose commuting Hamiltonians can be identi-
fied with the Wilson lines of the SU(N) SYM, and their eigenfunctions correspond to the
function basis appearing in the half-index.
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1 Introduction and summary

Surprising connections between supersymmetric gauge theories and various quantum systems
such as integrable, conformal, and topological field theories have led to deep mathematical and
physical insights. Classic examples are the AGT correspondence [2], the 3d-3d correspondence
[3], or the 4d-2d correspondence [4], for reviews see [5–7]. In each of these, the starting point
is the identification of certain physical observables, such as a supersymmetric partition function
with a correlation function in the dual quantum system. These correspondences usually are
general and hint to some fundamental connections at the core. For the AGT correspondence,
the initial formulation related the S4 partition function of N = 2 SU(2) gauge theories and 2d
Liouville CFT correlators. This was subsequently shown to generalize to higher rank SU(N)
class S theories [8] and Toda CFTs [9].

Recently, Gaiotto and Verlinde proposed a similarly intriguing connection between the 4d
N = 2 pure SU(2) Yang-Mills theory and the Sachdev-Ye-Kitaev (SYK) model in one (time)
dimension [1]. More precisely, they provide evidence for the identification of the following
two quantities:
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• The Schur half-index of 4d N = 2 pure SU(2) SYM with Wilson and dyonic line operator
insertions. This is a function of q, which is keeping track of a combination of R-symmetry
and Lorentz spins;

• The expectation value of the Hamiltonian and local operators in the double scaling limit
of the SYK model (DSSYK) [10–13], where q plays the role of the double scaling param-
eter.

The main goal of this paper is to consider the natural extension of this to SU(N) pureN = 2
SYM, and to explore the – less obvious – extension of various combinatorial and quantum
mechanical systems that can be associated to the Schur half-index in this context.

Real Schur Quantization, Half Index and Algebra of Line Operators. The starting point
here is a 4d N = 2 supersymmetric gauge theory with half-BPS line defects. Although this
generalizes to any theory with a Seiberg-Witten description, we will here restrict to pure gauge
theories with gauge groups SU(N). The algebra of line operators in such a theory is best
studied in the context of the holomorphic-topological twist [14]. The Schur index [15,16] can
be used to formulate a quantization of the Coulomb branch of the N = 2 gauge theory [5,17].
Specifically, the set of half-BPS line defects inserted in the Schur index or the Schur half-index
[18] forms a non-commutative ⋆-algebra ASchur that depends on a deformation parameter q.
As discussed in [17], for 0 < q < 1 one can associate a Hilbert space HSchur via the Gelfand-
Naimark-Segal (GNS) construction, thanks to the fact that the Schur half-index is positive
definite and thus induces an inner product. This is what is usually referred to as real Schur
quantization. The Schur algebra also connects to a multitude of interesting problems, such as
quantization of complex Chern-Simons theory and representations of Uq(SL(N ,C)). Moreover,
in the limit q → 1 the algebra ASchur becomes commutative and reduces to the algebra of
holomorphic functions over the Coulomb branch of the 3d N = 4 theory obtained by S1

compactification. Hence, ASchur can also be understood as a quantization (in the mathematical
sense) of this algebra.

DSSYK, Chord Counting and Liouville. Let us now turn to the DSSYK part of the corre-
spondence. The DSSYK quantities have several alternative descriptions: they can be com-
puted combinatorially from counting certain chord diagrams [19–21] which is equivalent to
a transfer matrix acting on an auxiliary chord Hilbert space, or as q-deformed Liouville quan-
tum mechanics [22], or as a timelike Liouville CFT on the Möbius strip with (non-conformal)
Dirichlet boundary conditions [23]. In the q→ 1 limit (and simultaneously going to low en-
ergies) these descriptions simplify to the well-studied Schwarzian theory holographically dual
to Jackiw-Teitelboim (JT) gravity [24,25]: e.g. the Liouville quantum mechanics describes the
quantum gravity dynamics of the length of the Einstein-Rosen wormhole connecting the two
sides of the eternal black hole. In looking for extensions, having so many equivalent descrip-
tions is invaluable in view of generalizations.

In this paper, we explore correspondences for the Schur half-indices of N = 2 pure gauge
theories based on an SU(N) gauge group. We find several alternative descriptions: they can
be equivalently computed using colored chord counting (see figure 1 for an example), in terms
of a transfer matrix acting on an auxiliary chord Hilbert space. Equivalently, they are related
to the relativistic open Toda chain [26] based on the Lie algebra su(N), see figure 2. However,
so far we were unable to find a generalized SYK model, whose double-scaling limit would give
rise to this structure, nor a Toda CFT description.

Summary of Results. Let us explain the strategy that led to these findings, summarized in
figure 2. The central object is the algebra of line operators in the holomorphic-topological
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Figure 1: Two examples of chord diagrams arising in the context of evaluating the
Schur half-index 4d N = 2 SU(3) SYM, where the elementary chord configuration is
the one shown on the left (one blue chord, one red chord with a single intersection).
Its gauge theoretic interpretation is the insertion of three fundamental Wilson lines.
A diagram contributing to the insertion of six Wilson lines is shown on the right.

twist of N = 2 SYM with gauge group SU(N): ASchur. The representation of this algebra on a
Hilbert space HSchur, gives a direct way to determine the Schur half-index ISchur. We find two
ways of achieving this: using the q-Weyl algebra (or quantum torus algebra), and q-deformed
harmonic oscillators, respectively.

We start from the q-Weyl algebra side: The recent work [17] connected the Schur index to
the algebra of lines through the procedure called ‘Real Schur Quantization’. They showed that
the lines can be built as composites of a convenient set of operators that obey the relatively
tractable q-Weyl algebra. We extend and develop the q-Weyl algebra representation of line
operators for SU(N) gauge theories in section 2. That is, we determine the Wilson lines and
dyonic lines of minimal SU(N) magnetic flux in terms of the q-Weyl algebra generators. We
derive the algebra ASchur in detail for SU(3) and we provide some extensions for general N in
section 2.3. For general N > 3 we only discuss a subset of dyonic lines and leave the general
analysis for the future.

The perhaps more surprising representation of the ASchur algebra is in terms of q-deformed
harmonic oscillators that we obtain in section 3. For SU(N) we can represent the Wilson line
operators in terms of mutually commuting sets of oscillators ai and their conjugates a†

i for
i = 1, · · · , N − 1, satisfying

�

ai , a†
i

�

q
= aia

†
i − q a†

i ai = 1 . (1)

This representation of the Wilson lines maps the computation of the Schur half-index with
Wilson line operator insertions to a simple evaluation of the vacuum expectation value (VEV)
on the Fock space of these q-deformed harmonic oscillators! We also show explicitly for SU(3)
how one can construct q-oscillator representations of the dyonic line operators, thus making it
possible to evaluate the index with arbitrary Wilson line and dyonic line insertions as oscillator
VEVs. In particular for dyonic lines, the computation of the index had not been done prior to
this work using standard index methods.

The representation of line operators in terms of q-oscillators motivates the third connection,
namely to generalized chord counting, which we develop in section 4. The observation in [1]
is to note that the fundamental Wilson line for SU(2) SYM is represented in terms of the q-
oscillators as W[1] = (1− q)

1
2 (a + a†), which matches the transfer matrix of DSSYK (up to an

overall (1− q)
1
2 factor). The expectation values of the powers of the fundamental Wilson line

〈W k
[1]〉 – which are the Schur half-indices with these lines inserted – then have an immediate

interpretation as the moments of the DSSYK Hamiltonian! This in turn can be obtained from
an effective chord counting (weighted by q-powers).
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Figure 2: Schur Connections: The central object is the algebra ASchur and its rep-
resentation on a Hilbert space HSchur. This is the algebra of line operators of a 4d
N = 2 supersymmetric gauge theory (for us: the pure SU(N) SW theory) in the
holomorphic-topological twist. From it we can compute the Schur half-index ISchur.
The core of the paper is about connecting these to various different formulations: in
terms of a q-Weyl algebra representation, or in terms of q-oscillators. The latter con-
nects directly in the case of Wilson and dyonic lines to generalized chord counting.
It can also be identified in terms of q-deformed Toda quantum mechanics in the case
of Wilson lines only. Solid lines are relations that hold for both Wilson and dyonic
line operators, dashed lines indicate connections that we find for Wilson lines only.

In section 4 we provide the generalized chord counting construction which reproduces the
Schur half-index with any insertion of Wilson line and dyonic line operators. We explain the
construction of the chord diagrams for the Wilson lines in any representation of SU(N), and
how dyonic lines can be realized using the insertion of so called matter chords for the case
of SU(3). Key to this construction is the representation of a line in terms of the q-oscillators,
which we refer to in this context as the transfer matrix, that maps naturally to the construction
of chord counting rules. Each term in the transfer matrix associated to a line operator can
be understood as a boundary vertex rule for some multi-valency creation and annihilation
process involving colored chords. Following this line of reasoning gives a purely combinatorial
derivation of the Schur half-index for SU(N) SYM for any line operator insertion!

Finally in section 5 we provide a concrete proof for generic SU(N) of the statement that
the Schur half-indices with insertions of Wilson lines match the VEVs of the corresponding
q-oscillator operators. This proof will allow us to establish an intriguing connection to the
quantum Toda chain, the last link of the diagram in figure 2. Specifically, the subalgebra
of ASchur consisting of only the Wilson lines is generated for SU(N) by those in the N − 1
irreducible representations associated to each node of the Dynkin diagram. Their q-oscillator
representations are N − 1 commuting operators that we can diagonalize simultaneously. We
show that the resulting spectral problem is the same one of the N − 1 Hamiltonians of the
q-Toda chain of type su(N) [26], or equivalently that the Wilson lines are isospectral to the
Toda Hamiltonians. The eigenfunctions of the q-Toda chain, and thus also of the SU(N)Wilson
lines, are known to be a class of orthogonal polynomials called q-Whittaker polynomials (see
e.g. [26–30]). For N = 2 these polynomials reduce to the q-Hermite polynomials, which appear
in a similar way in the study of DSSYK [20]. The knowledge of these eigenfunctions will allow
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us to prove various non-trivial results, such as the aforementioned identity between Schur
half-indices and q-oscillator VEVs for the case of the Wilson lines. We then further discuss
how to properly take the q→ 1 limit of the Wilson line operators so to recover the conserved
charges of the classical Toda chain, generalizing a similar analysis done for SU(2) in [22] in
the context of DSSYK. We should mention that the appearence of Toda integrable systems in
the study of four-dimensional SYM theories has been observed before (see e.g. [4, 31]). It
would be interesting to understand whether the way it arises from our study of Schur indices
is somehow related to these previously known constructions. We conclude in section 6 and
discuss some further questions and extensions.

2 Schur half-index and q-Weyl representation of ASchur

We start with an overview of Schur (half-)indices and the algebra ASchur of lines in the
holomorphic-topological twisted theories. We then derive the algebra ASchur for SU(N) pure
SYM, and discuss its representation.

2.1 Schur indices and the Schur algebra ASchur

For any 4d N = 2 supersymmetric quantum field theory, the Schur index can be defined as a
refined Witten index [15,16] (see also Appendix A)

I = Tr (−1)Fq j2− j1+R , (2)

where j1, j2 are the Lorentz spins, R is the generator of the Cartan of the SU(2)R R-symmetry
and the trace is taken over all the Schur operators which are defined as those annihilated
by the supercharges Q1+ and Q̃1−̇. Notice that the Schur index only requires the theory to
possess an SU(2)R R-symmetry, but not a U(1)r R-symmetry. This enables the definition also
for non-conformal theories, like the SU(N) SYM theories that we consider in this paper, for
which U(1)r is anomalous. Moreover, we will assume that q is real and 0 < q < 1 so that the
index satisfies certain positivity properties [17] that we will review momentarily.

The Schur index can also be understood in two other ways. The first one is as a partition
function over S3 × S1 with a particular choice of background for the SU(2)R R-symmetry in
order to preserve enough supersymmetry for it to be computable via supersymmetric local-
ization. From this perspective, the parameter q is related to the ratio of the radii of S3 and
S1 (in such a way that q→ 1 corresponds to the S1 being much smaller than the S3) and to
the R-symmetry background field. However, to the best of our knowledge such a localization
computation has not yet been carried out explicitly. The second one is as the Euler character
of the complex of local operators in the holomorphic-topological (HT) twist R2 ×C [14, 32],
where we twist by the SU(2)R R-symmetry. From this perspective, the parameter q is related
to a grading of the complex by a combination of the rotations on C and of the R-symmetry. In
the present work, we will mainly use the index interpretation.

The Schur index admits the insertion of 1
2 -BPS line operators [18, 33–35].1 We will in

particular consider half-line defects, although also full lines are admitted. From the S3 × S1

partition function perspective we can insert a collection of lines Li with i = 1, · · · , n by wrap-
ping them on the S1 and placing them along the equator of S3, see the picture on the left of
figure 3 (a full line would occupy antipodal points on this equator). What we are computing
is then the correlation function of such operators in the S3×S1 background, sometimes called
the Schur correlation function. From the HT twist perspective, they extend radially from the
origin of R. The index perspective is instead that we are counting operators which can live at

1Various aspects of (full) Schur indices with the insertion of lines have been investigated in [36–50].
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L1 L2 L3
Ln

S3

×

S1

L1
Ln

×

HS3

S1

Figure 3: Schematic representation of the Schur index as a partition function on
S3 × S1 (on the left) and of the Schur half-index as a partition function on HS3 × S1

(on the right). These indices can be decorated with the insertion of 1
2 -BPS lines

represented in red, which wrap the S1 and sit on the same equator of S3 or half
equator of HS3.

the end of the line. The two perspectives are related by conformal mapping of the plane with
the half-line starting from the origin to the cylinder S3 ×R and subsequent compactification
of R to S1.

Because all line operators should be placed along the same equator of S3, it is not possible
to move them and exchange their order without having them collide with each other. We then
need to consider the fusion of lines, which is described by a non-commutative ⋆-algebra over
Z[q

1
2 ,q−

1
2 ] called the Schur algebra ASchur [17,33,34,51–56].

Supersymmetric partition functions on suitable manifolds M are known to be factorizable
into building blocks that are usually called holomorphic blocks [57–62] or, in the case of in-
dices, half-indices [34]. Such blocks can themselves be understood as partition functions on
a manifold eM with a boundary, from which one can obtain M via some gluing operation. In
spite of this, rather than by applying directly localization on eM , they were originally computed
by explicitly evaluating the integral of the full partition function on M and then by showing
that the result takes the form of a sum of contributions that holomorphically factorize. More-
over, the integrand of the full partition function on M usually also factorizes into objects that
correspond to the integrand of the half partition function over eM . Schematically, one has

ZM =

∫

∑

||Υ ||2g =
∑

i: vac

�

�

�

�

�

�B(i)
eM

�

�

�

�

�

�

2

g
, B(i)

eM
=

∮

γi

Υ , (3)

where || · ||2g is a suitable square operation that depends on the type of gluing that relates M

and eM , and the sum is over certain supersymmetric vacua of the theory to each of which cor-
responds an integration contour γi that is related to the different types of boundary conditions
we can choose on ∂ eM . From the index perspective, in which the contour is simply taken to be
the unit circle, one counts certain gauge invariant protected operators on the space with the
boundary. The bulk degrees of freedom that are given Dirichlet boundary conditions will not
contribute to the index, implying that the integrand of the half-index is, roughly speaking, the
square root of the one of the full index.

The Schur index is no exception. The space S3 × S1 can be factorized in two copies of
HS3×S1, where HS3 is the hemisphere (see e.g. [18,34,61,63,64]). We will choose Neumann
boundary conditions for the 4d N = 2 vector multiplet, which in N = 1 notation corresponds
to Neumann for theN = 1 vector multiplet and Dirichlet for theN = 1 adjoint chiral multiplet.
These will be the only boundary conditions that we need to specify, since SYM does not contain
any other fields. Moreover, for most of our discussion we will not add any 3d boundary degrees
of freedom (except in subsection 4.4). By our previous discussion, the resulting quantity can
be called the Schur holomorphic block since it should be obtainable as the Schur limit of the
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holomorphic blocks worked out in [61] or the Schur half-index [18] if we employ the index
perspective. We will mostly use the latter name, since the integration contour that we will use
is the unit circle, which is better understood from the index perspective. In fact, the resulting
Schur half-index counts certain gauge invariant protected operators, but in the presence of the
boundary

I= Tr∂ (−1)Fq j2− j1+R . (4)

Also the Schur half-index can be decorated by line defects as the full Schur index, see the
picture on the right of figure 3, however in this case we can only insert half lines due to the
factorization of the geometry. For the case of our interest of 4d N = 2 SU(N) SYM with the
insertion of Wilson lines we can express the Schur half-index as a matrix integral. Considering
a configuration with k1 Wilson lines in a representation R1 of SU(N), k2 in a representation
R2 and so on, such matrix integral is (see Appendix A for more details)

I(N)
W

k1
R1

,W
k2
R2

,···
=
(q;q)N−1

∞

N !

∮

TN−1

N−1
∏

a=1

dza

2πiza

N
∏

a<b

�

�

zaz−1
b

�±1
;q
�

∞

∏

i

�

χRi
(z⃗)
�ki

�

�

�

�

∏

a za=1

, (5)

where each variable za is integrated over the unit circle, (x;q)∞ =
∏∞

k=0(1 − xqk) is the q-
Pochhammer symbol, and the ±1 notation is a shorthand for taking the product of both sign
choices. In this expression, the product of q-Pochhammer symbols encodes the contribution
of the vector multiplet, while the contribution of the Wilson lines is expressed in terms of the
character χR(z⃗) of the associated representation R of SU(N). Moreover, we will work in a
basis where for the fundamental representation we have

χ[1,0,··· ,0](z⃗) = z1 +
N−1
∑

a=2

zaz−1
a−1 + z−1

N−1 , (6)

where we use Dynkin labels for the representations. An equivalent way of expressing the
integral (5) is by performing the change of variables za = eiθa

I(N)
W

k1
R1

,W
k2
R2

,···
=
(q;q)N−1

∞

N(2π)N−1

∫

DN

N−1
∏

a=1

dθa

N
∏

a<b

�

e±i(θa−θb);q
�

∞

∏

i

�

χRi

�

eiθ⃗
��ki

�

�

�

�

∑

a θa=0

, (7)

where the integration domain is (see e.g. (4.9) of [65])

DN = {(θ1, · · · ,θN−1) | −π≤ θ1 ≤ · · · ≤ θN−1 ≤ π} . (8)

From the above expressions it is evident that the index is independent of the order of the
insertion of the Wilson lines. The Wilson lines indeed fuse following the tensor products of
the corresponding representations and so, even though the full Schur algebra ASchur is non-
commutative, the subalgebra generated by the Wilson lines is commutative. For SU(N) any
representation can be obtained by taking tensor products of the N − 1 representations corre-
sponding to one of the nodes of the Dynkin diagram each. We will denote these representations
by

Rr = [0, · · · , 0
︸ ︷︷ ︸

r−1

, 1, 0, · · · , 0
︸ ︷︷ ︸

N−r−1

] , r = 1, · · · , N − 1 . (9)

The corresponding Wilson lines WRr
then constitute a set of N − 1 commuting generators of

such subalgebra. Some standard fusion rules satisfied by the Wilson lines are for example
those involving the fundamental and antifundamental representations

W[1,0,··· ,0]W[n1,··· ,nN−1] =W[n1+1,n2,··· ,nN−1] +
N−2
∑

i=1

W[n1,··· ,ni−1,ni+1+1,··· ,nN−1] +W[n1,··· ,nN−2,nN−1−1] ,

W[0,··· ,0,1]W[n1,··· ,nN−1] =W[n1−1,n2,··· ,nN−1] +
N−2
∑

i=1

W[n1,··· ,ni+1,ni+1−1,··· ,nN−1] +W[n1,··· ,nN−2,nN−1+1] .

(10)
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The index is much more complicated with the insertion of more general line operators,
such as ’t Hooft or dyonic lines. However one can still study the Schur algebra ASchur quite
explicitly and in the rest of this section we will employ the techniques of [17] to analyze it in
the 4d N = 2 SU(N) SYM.

2.2 q-Weyl algebra description of ASchur for SU(N)

In this section we will derive the Schur algebra ASchur for 4d N = 2 pure SU(N) SYM, repre-
senting the lines in terms of the q-Weyl algebra (i.e. the quantum torus algebra).

Auxiliary variables and q-Weyl algebra

The spectrum of line operators of a 4dN = 2 theory can be characterized in terms of a quantum
torus algebra (see e.g. [18,66,67]), which is described by the integral lattice Γ of electric and
magnetic charges equipped with a Dirac pairing 〈 , 〉2

XγXγ′ = q〈γ,γ′〉Xγ′Xγ , ∀γ,γ′ ∈ Γ . (11)

This quantum torus algebra is used to compute the Schur index of the 4d N = 2 theory in
terms of its IR description as a U(1)r abelian gauge theory on a generic point of the Coulomb
branch [67], where r is the rank of the theory, i.e. the complex dimension of its Coulomb
branch.3 From this perspective, the variables Xγ are associated to the abelian lines of such IR
theory. In order to study the lines of the original UV theory, one has to express the UV lines in
terms of the abelian IR lines Xγ and then use the quantum torus algebra relations to analyze
their properties [18].

To determine the SU(N) Schur algebra, we can start from the one for U(N) in [17], which
we denote by A′Schur, and find a suitable restriction. For U(N) SYM the quantum torus algebra
is particularly simple: it is given by two sets of N variables Ui , Vi for i = 1, · · · , N that satisfy
the q-Weyl algebra

UiVj = qδi j VjUi ,

UiU j = U jUi , i, j = 1, · · · , N ,

ViVj = VjVi .

(12)

We will then describe the U(N) Schur algebra A′Schur in terms of these auxiliary variables Ui ,
Vi .

For this purpose it is also useful to define

Ui,+ =
q

N−1
2

∏ j ̸=i
j

�

1− VjV
−1
i

�
Ui ,

Ui,− =
1

∏ j ̸=i
j

�

ViV
−1
j − 1

�U−1
i ,

(13)

which instead satisfy
Ui,±Vj = q±δi j VjUi,± . (14)

2We use a slightly different convention, which is related to the standard q-deformed Weyl algebra by q = q2.
This will ease comparison with q-deformed oscillators and the Schur half-index.

3The Coulomb branch low energy U(1)r theory is not an absolute theory, thus its lines are not necessarily
mutually local. This fact is encoded in the quantum torus algebra (11).
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The commutation relations UiU j = U jUi instead lead to very non-trivial relations between the
Ui,±. For example, one can show that

Ui,+U j ̸=i,− =
(−1)N

(1− VjV
−1
i )(q

−1VjV
−1
i − 1)

q
N−1

2

∏

m,n̸=i, j(1− VmV−1
i )(1− VjV−1

n )
UiU
−1
j ,

U j,−Ui ̸= j,+ =
(−1)N

(1− VjV
−1
i )(q

−1VjV
−1
i − 1)

q
N−1

2

∏

m,n̸=i, j(1− VnV−1
i )(1− VjV−1

m )
U−1

j Ui .

(15)

In subsection 2.3 we will derive the full set of relations satisfied by the variables Ui,±, Vi for
the N = 3 case.

q-Weyl representation of line operators

The line operators of the U(N) Schur algebra A′Schur can be expressed in terms of the auxiliary
variables Ui , Vi and we can thus compute relations among them by using the q-Weyl algebra
(12). We can then restrict to combinations of U(N) lines that are also SU(N) lines, so to obtain
the relations of the SU(N) Schur algebra ASchur we are interested in.

The line operators of SYM can be either Wilson, ’t Hooft or dyonic lines [68]. The Wilson
lines only depend on the variables Vi and are expressed as the characters of the corresponding
representation

WR(V⃗ ) = χR(V⃗ ) . (16)

Notice that as a consequence of the q-Weyl algebra (12) these commute, as expected. More-
over, they have charge qe under the electric U(1)e 1-form symmetry equal to the N -ality of the
representation and trivial charge qm = 0 under the magnetic U(1)m 1-form symmetry [69].
For example for the fundamental representation we have

W[1,0,··· ,0] =
N
∑

i=1

Vi , (17)

which has qe = 1. The most basic Wilson lines for U(N) are the N − 1 in (9) that are also
Wilson lines of SU(N), for which qe = r, plus the one in the determinant representation, for
which qe = N . In order to get the SU(N)Wilson lines we should then not consider the relations
involving the Wilson line in the determinant representation. Moreover, we should impose the
SU(N) constraint that trivializes the determinant Wilson line

N
∏

i=1

Vi = 1 . (18)

We stress however that this combination of the Vi variables does not commute with the Ui
variables, which is crucial to compute the correct algebra relations. Hence, one should impose
the SU(N) constraint only at the end of every computation.

Furthermore, we can construct U(N) dyonic lines with minimal magnetic charge qm = ±1
and electric charge qe = n such as

H±1,n =
N
∑

i=1

q±
n
2 V n

i Ui,± . (19)

However these operators are not SU(N) operators. This is because they correspond to opera-
tors with the minimal possible U(N) magnetic fluxes4

F+ = (0, · · · , 0, 1) , F− = (−1,0, · · · , 0) , (20)

4Magnetic fluxes for U(N) are N -dimensional vectors in the co-weight lattice Λ∨w(U(N))
∼= ZN/SN of U(N),

where SN is the Weyl group of U(N). We denote them by F = (F1, · · · ,FN ) ∈ ZN/SN and we choose to work in
the Weyl chamber −∞≤ F1 ≤ · · · ≤ FN ≤ +∞.
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which however are not SU(N) fluxes, i.e. they are not part of the SU(N) co-weight lattice
λ∨w(SU(N)).5 In order to get actual SU(N) operators we should instead consider the combi-
nations

hn,m = H1,nH−1,m . (21)

These indeed have a magnetic flux that is the minimal possible SU(N) flux6

F = F+ +F− = (−1, 0, · · · , 0, 1) ∈ Λ∨w(SU(N)) . (22)

These dyonic lines have electric charge qe = n+m and trivial magnetic charge qm = 0. This
is consistent with the fact that the 4d N = 2 SU(N) SYM has an electric ZN 1-form symmetry
but no magnetic 1-form symmetry.

We should note that there are in principle other dyonic lines that one could consider that
have the same magnetic flux. The fluxes (20) indeed break the gauge group as

U(N)→ U(N − 1)× U(1) . (23)

In the dyonic lines (19) we have that for each i the i-th Cartan U(1) of U(N) is singled out
and the sum over i is to obtain Weyl invariants. We then dress by the U(1) characters V n

i so to
give an electric charge qe = n to the lines. However, one could also consider other lines where
we dress by characters of the U(N − 1) part.

Taking products of these other lines one would then obtain different SU(N) dyonic lines
than the hn,m we introduced before. These still have the same magnetic flux (22) that breaks
the gauge group as

SU(N)→ SU(N − 2)× U(1)× U(1) . (24)

The hn,m operators correspond to dressing by charges n and m for the two U(1)’s, but one
could also consider dressing by the SU(N − 2) part. However, notice that for SU(3) this part
of the gauge group trivializes and one only has U(1) × U(1). This indicates that for SU(3)
the hn,m are enough to describe all the dyonic lines with magnetic flux (22) and any electric
charge. In appendix C.2 we show explicitly that other dyonic lines that one might possibly
consider are not actually independent from the hn,m introduced here.

In the next section we will use the q-Weyl algebra to compute the relations among these
line operators for the case N = 3. One crucial feature of these relations involving product of
Wilson and dyonic lines is that they should be homogeneous in the electric charge modulo N ,
compatibly with the fact that the electric 1-form symmetry of SU(N) SYM is ZN .

2.3 Example: ASchur for SU(3)

Let us illustrate this general structure in terms of the concrete case of the SU(3) Schur algebra
ASchur. We start from the U(3) q-Weyl algebra

UiVj = qδi j VjUi ,

UiU j = U jUi , i, j = 1, 2,3 ,

ViVj = VjVi .

(25)

5SU(N) magnetic fluxes are those U(N) magnetic fluxes that satisfy the condition
∑N

i=1 Fi = 0.
6Here the choice of global structure is crucial. Indeed for PSU(N) the minimal allowed flux is

�

− 1
N , · · · , 1

N

�

.
We do not consider such case here.
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Furthermore let

U1,+ =
q

�

1− V2V−1
1

� �

1− V3V−1
1

�U1 , U1,− =
1

�

1− V1V−1
2

� �

1− V1V−1
3

�U−1
1 ,

U2,+ =
q

�

1− V1V−1
2

� �

1− V3V−1
2

�U2 , U2,− =
1

�

1− V2V−1
1

� �

1− V2V−1
3

�U−1
2 ,

U3,+ =
q

�

1− V1V−1
3

� �

1− V2V−1
3

�U3 , U3,− =
1

�

1− V3V−1
1

� �

1− V3V−1
2

�U−1
3 ,

(26)

so that
Ui,±Vj = q±δi j VjUi,± . (27)

Moreover, one finds that whenever i ̸= j

Ui,+U j,+ =
Vi − qVj

qVi − Vj
U j,+Ui,+ ,

Ui,−U j,− =
qVi − Vj

Vi − qVj
U j,−Ui,− ,

Ui,+U j,− = U j,−Ui,+ ,

Ui,−U j,+ = U j,+Ui,− ,

(28)

while for i = j (Ui+ and Ui− of course commute with themselves)

Ui,+Ui,− = qV 2
i

∏

j ̸=i

Vj

(Vi − Vj)(qVi − Vj)
,

Ui,−Ui,+ = qV 2
i

∏

j ̸=i

Vj

(Vi − Vj)(Vi − qVj)
.

(29)

These are all the relations that are needed in order to derive the ones satisfied by the line
operators. We give the explicit proof of some of them in Appendix C.1.

Remember that for SU(3) the only two independent representations are the fundamental
[1,0] and the anti-fundamental [0,1]. The relations that involve Wilson lines only correspond
to the decomposition of tensor products of representations of SU(3). These are given by (10)
only, which specialized for N = 3 become

W[1,0]W[n1,n2] =W[n1+1,n2] +W[n1−1,n2+1] +W[n1,n2−1] ,

W[0,1]W[n1,n2] =W[n1−1,n2] +W[n1+1,n2−1] +W[n1,n2+1] .
(30)

More non-trivial are the relations involving the dyonic lines. We start by giving relations
for the product of Wilson lines with the dyonic lines defined in (21). For example for the
fundamental Wilson line we have (provided that

∏3
i=1 Vi = 1)

hn,mW[1,0] = q
1
2 hn+1,m + q−

1
2 hn,m+1 + hn−1,m−1 − q

n+m
2 W[n+m−2,0] ,

W[1,0]hn,m = q−
1
2 hn+1,m + q

1
2 hn,m+1 + hn−1,m−1 − q

n+m
2 W[n+m−2,0] ,

(31)

where W[n,m] is the Wilson line in the SU(3) representation with Dynkin labels [n, m] (which is
taken to be zero if one of the labels is negative). We can also construct analogous expressions
that allow us to lower the electric charge by involving the anti-fundamental Wilson line (again
for

∏3
i=1 Vi = 1)

W[0,1]h−n,−m = q
1
2 h−n−1,−m + q−

1
2 h−n,−m−1 + h−n+1,−m+1 − q

n+m
2 W[0,n+m−2] ,

h−n,−mW[0,1] = q−
1
2 h−n−1,−m + q

1
2 h−n,−m−1 + h−n+1,−m+1 − q

n+m
2 W[0,n+m−2] .

(32)
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In Appendix C.3 we give the proof for the first equation in (31), with the other relations being
proven analogously.

Using (31) and (32), we can derive commutation relations for hn,m with the fundamental
Wilson line

�

hn,m, W[1,0]
�

=
�

q
1
2 − q−

1
2

�

�

hn+1,m − hn,m+1

�

, (33)

and with the antifundamental Wilson line
�

hn,m, W[0,1]
�

=
�

q
1
2 − q−

1
2

�

�

hn,m−1 − hn−1,m

�

. (34)

We can also use (31)-(32) to build recursion relations for the higher dyonic line operators
hn,m in terms of the lower ones and of the Wilson lines, which will turn out to be very useful.
Specifically, from (31) we obtain

hn+1,m =
q

1
2

(1− q)(1+ q)

�

W[1,0]hn,m − qhn,mW[1,0] + (1− q)
�

q
n+m

2 W[n+m−2,0] − hn−1,m−1

��

,

hn,m+1 =
q

1
2

(1− q)(1+ q)

�

hn,mW[1,0] − qW[1,0]hn,m + (1− q)
�

q
n+m

2 W[n+m−2,0] − hn−1,m−1

��

,

(35)

while from (32) we obtain

h−m−1,−n =
q

1
2

(1− q)(1+ q)

�

h−m,−nW[0,1] − qW[0,1]h−m,−n

+ (1− q)
�

q
m+n

2 W[0,m+n−2] − h−m+1,−n+1

��

,

h−m,−n−1 =
q

1
2

(1− q)(1+ q)

�

W[0,1]h−m,−n − qh−m,−nW[0,1]

+ (1− q)
�

q
m+n

2 W[0,m+n−2] − h−m+1,−n+1

��

.

(36)

Finally, we wish to construct algebraic relations for the dyonic line operators hn,m. Here
we will exemplify only a few of them, but more relations can be obtained in a similar way. In
particular, we can prove that

qhn,0h0,1 = hn,1h0,0 ,

qhn,0h1,1 = hn,1h1,0 , n ∈ Z ,

qhn,1h0,2 = hn,2h0,1 .

(37)

Other relations that one can derive are the following:

qh1,0h0,n = h0,0h1,n ,

qh1,1h0,n = h0,1h1,n , n ∈ Z ,

qh2,0h1,n = h1,0h2,n ,

(38)

however these are not independent from (37) since they can be derived from them upon acting
with a certain charge conjugation operation that we will describe momentarily. In Appendix
C.4 we present the proof of the first equation in (37), with those of the remaining ones working
in a similar manner.

2.4 Algebras, modules, and Hilbert spaces

In this subsection we will briefly review the results of [17] on the representation theory of
the Schur algebra ASchur. We then focus on the 4d N = 2 SU(N) SYM theory that we are
interested in.
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As mentioned in subsection 2.1, the Schur algebra ASchur is a ⋆-algebra on Z[q
1
2 ,q−

1
2 ].

We recall that a ⋆-algebra is an algebra A over a field F, in this current situation Z[q
1
2 ,q−

1
2 ],

equipped with a map ⋆: A→A with the following properties for any a, b ∈A and λ ∈ F:7

• involution: (a⋆)⋆ = a,

• anti-linearity: (λa+ b)⋆ = λ̄a⋆ + b⋆,

• anti-multiplicativity: (ab)⋆ = b⋆a⋆.

In the case of 4d N = 2 SU(N) SYM, the ⋆ operation is naturally interpreted as the action of
the outer-automorphism of SU(N), which for brevity we will call charge conjugation

τ :
WR→ τ(WR) =WR ,

hn,m→ τ(hn,m) = h−n,−m .
(39)

It is not immediately obvious from this definition that τ indeed satisfies the properties listed
above of the ⋆ operation. In the next section we will show that this is true by using the rep-
resentation of ASchur in terms of q-oscillators, where τ will be implemented by the Hermitian
conjugation and so it will automatically satisfy those properties. Notice also that τ inverts the
sign of the charge qe under the electric 1-form symmetry of all the line operators, as expected
from charge conjugation.

The operation defined in (39) simplifies in the SU(2) case [1,17], since τ acts trivially on
the Wilson lines and the non-trivial action is only on the dyonic lines. The reason is that SU(2)
is pseudo-real and so the action of charge conjugation on its representations is trivial. However,
in the presence of a magnetic flux the gauge group is broken to the subgroup U(1) ⊂ SU(2)
and charge conjugation acts by changing the sign of the charge of an operator under the U(1),
which explains the action on the dyonic lines.

Thanks to the fact that in the Schur half-index we choose Neumann boundary conditions,
we have the possibility of inserting Wilson lines that live on the boundary of the hemisphere
HS3, which we will denote by W ∂ . These organize into a moduleMSchur ofASchur that encodes
the fusion of bulk and boundary lines. Endowing this module with an inner product defined
by the Schur half-index provides a positive-definite inner product, promoting the module to a
Hilbert space HSchur [17].

GNS construction of the Hilbert Space. More precisely, the way one can associate a Hilbert
space HSchur to the algebra ASchur is via the Gelfand-Naimark-Segal (GNS) construction [70,
71] in the context of algebraic quantum field theory. Given a ⋆-algebra A, a state is defined
as a linear map ω : A→ C that is positive,8 in the sense that ω(a∗a) ≥ 0 for any a ∈A. The
GNS construction allows us to associate to any such state the following data:

• a Hilbert space Hω,

• a representation πω of A on Hω, namely an operator πω(a) on Hω for any a ∈A,

• a state |Ωω〉, from which the full Hω can be constructed by πω(A)|Ωω〉, such that

ω(a) = 〈Ωω|πω(a)|Ωω〉 , a ∈A . (40)
7We assume that the field F possesses an involutive anti-automorphism, that is a map σ : F → F such that

σ2 = id. In the text we denoted λ̄≡ σ(λ).
8For simplicity we are assuming that F= C, but this applies also for the case F= Z[q

1
2 ,q−

1
2 ] of ASchur.
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In the case of ASchur, the map ω is given by the Schur half-index with the insertion of
boundary Wilson lines W ∂

ω(L) = Iτ(W ∂ ) L W ∂ , L ∈ASchur , (41)

where on the r.h.s. we mean the Schur half-index with the insertion of W ∂ both on the left
and on the right boundaries (the two points where the equator on which the lines are placed
intersects the boundary of HS3) and of L in the bulk, where L could also be a composite line
made from a collection of lines. Indeed, the quantity

ω(τ(L)L) = Iτ(W ∂ )τ(L) L W ∂ = Iτ(L W ∂ ) L W ∂ , (42)

was argued in [17] to be positive definite for 0< q< 1. Such a state ω can be constructed for
any choice of boundary Wilson line W ∂ . Hence, by the GNS construction we obtain a Hilbert
space

HSchur =
n

|W ∂ 〉
�

�

�W ∂ ∈ASchur

o

, (43)

together with a representation π(L) of any line L ∈ASchur and a positive definite inner product

〈W ∂ |W̃ ∂ 〉= Iτ(W ∂ ) W̃ ∂ . (44)

In particular the vacuum of HSchur corresponds to having no boundary Wilson line and is
denoted by |1∂ 〉.

HSchur for SU(N) SYM. In the case of 4d N = 2 SU(N) SYM, the vacuum |1∂ 〉 of HSchur
satisfies the important property of being annihilated by some of the dyonic lines. Explicitly in
the SU(3) case, we find that

h0,1|1∂ 〉= h−1,0|1∂ 〉= 0 . (45)

These relations can be obtained as follows. We first recall that the Wilson lines, including the
boundary ones, can be expressed in terms of the auxiliary variables Vi as the characters of the
corresponding representations, see (16). The dyonic lines hn,m are instead written in terms
of both Vi and U j . The Ui acts on the corresponding Vi as difference operators Vi → qVi , as
encoded in the q-Weyl algebra (12). Hence, to determine the action of a dyonic line hn,m on a
boundary Wilson line we first re-express hn,m by moving all the U ’s to the right and all the V ’s
to the left for each of the terms using (12). Schematically

hn,m =
∑

k

Fk(V⃗ )Gk(U⃗) . (46)

Then we can act on the boundary Wilson line by applying the difference operators Gk(U⃗) on
the corresponding character. In the case of the trivial Wilson line 1∂ the character is simply 1
and so the action of Gk(U⃗) is trivial, that is

Gk(U⃗)|1∂ 〉= |1∂ 〉 . (47)

Hence, in order to check (45) we should show that
∑

k Fk(V⃗ )|1∂ 〉= 0, or simply
∑

k

Fk(V⃗ ) = 0 , (48)

since the Wilson lines, both boundary and bulk ones, simply fuse following the standard mul-
tiplication. Carrying out this computation for h0,1 and h−1,0 one can verify that (45) hold true.
Other remarkable relations that one can find in a similar way are

h1,0|1∂ 〉= q
3
2 |W ∂

[1,0]〉 , h0,−1|1∂ 〉= q
3
2 |W ∂

[0,1]〉 . (49)

In Appendix C.5 we provide more details on the derivation of the relations (45)-(49). This
structure hints at a more algebraic description. In the next section we will give an explicit
realization of HSchur in terms of q-deformed quantum harmonic oscillators.
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3 q-oscillator representation of ASchur

The observations regarding the modules of the ASchur algebra of 4d N = 2 SU(N) SYM that
we made in the last section in fact hint at a more algebraic realization of the algebra and the
associated half-index. Indeed, we will show that 4d N = 2 SU(N) SYM can be represented in
terms of N − 1 decoupled q-deformed harmonic oscillators, acting on a standard Fock space.
This will furthermore allow us to compute the Schur half-index in terms of simple oscillator
algebra.

More precisely, we are going to provide a unitary representation of ASchur, that is a repre-
sentation on the q-oscillators Hilbert space Hosc where for each L ∈ ASchur we have a corre-
sponding operator π(L) acting on Hosc and such that the ⋆ operation is represented by Hermi-
tian conjugation π(L⋆) = π(L)†. As we will discuss, the Schur half-indices with the insertion
of lines can be computed in this representation as expectation values of the corresponding
operators acting on Hosc.

3.1 q-oscillators for SU(N)

For generic SU(N) we introduce N − 1 decoupled q-oscillators
�

ai , a†
i

�

q
= 1 , i = 1, · · · , N − 1 ,

�

ai , a†
j

�

1 = 0 , i ̸= j = 1, · · · , N − 1 ,
(50)

with the q-commutator is defined as [O1,O2]q ≡ O1O2 − qO2O1. Since the oscillators com-
mute with each other, we can introduce a basis of states which are given by the tensor product
of the states of each oscillator

|n1, · · · , nN−1〉= |n1〉 ⊗ · · · ⊗ |nN−1〉 , (51)

on which the creation and annihilation operators act as

a†
i |n1, · · · , ni , · · · , nN−1〉= |n1, · · · , ni + 1, · · · , nN−1〉 , (52)

ai|n1, · · · , ni , · · · , nN−1〉=
1− qni

1− q
|n1, · · · , ni − 1, · · · , nN−1〉= [ni]q|n1, · · · , ni − 1, · · · , nN−1〉 .

The ground state |0, . . . 0〉 is defined to be the state annihilated by the oscillators ai

ai|0, . . . 0〉= 0 , i = 1, · · · , N − 1 . (53)

The q-oscillators Hilbert space is then

Hosc =
n

|n1, · · · , nN−1〉
�

�

�ni ∈ Z+
o

. (54)

We also endow the Hilbert space of q-oscillators with an inner product between states such
that ai and a†

i are Hermitian conjugates

〈m1, . . . , mN−1|n1, . . . , nN−1〉=
N−1
∏

i=1

δmi ,ni
[ni]q! , (55)

where the q-deformed factorial and q-Pochhammer symbol are defined as

[n]q!=
(q;q)n
(1− q)n

, (q;q)n =
n
∏

k=1

(1− qk) . (56)
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This is a basis on which the number operators ni act diagonally

ni|n1, · · · , ni , · · · , nN−1〉= ni|n1, · · · , ni , · · · , nN−1〉 . (57)

Such number operators satisfy the relations
�

ai ,q
ni
�

= (q− 1)qni ai ,
�

a†
i ,qni

�

= (q−1 − 1)qni a†
i ,

(58)

or more succinctly
aiq

ni = qni+1ai ,

a†
i q

ni = qni−1a†
i .

(59)

We should note at this point that, as will be discussed in Section 4, q-deformed oscillators
naturally arise in the context of chord counting, and we will be able to connect the half-index
to certain generalized chord counting problems.

3.2 The q-oscillator representation of ASchur for SU(3)

3.2.1 Map from q-oscillators to ASchur

We will start by studying in detail the q-oscillator representation of ASchur for the case of SU(3).
In this case, it is possible to introduce the q-oscillators a†

i , ai for i = 1, 2 as the following
combinations of ASchur operators:

a†
1 = q

1
2 (1− q)−

1
2 h0,1h−1

0,0 ,

a1 = q−
1
2 (1− q)−

1
2 h0,−1h−1

0,0 ,

a†
2 = q

1
2 (1− q)−

1
2 h−1,0h−1

0,0 ,

a2 = q−
1
2 (1− q)−

1
2 h1,0h−1

0,0 .

(60)

Notice that we can express this map also in terms of the q-Weyl variables Ui,± and Vi by using
the definitions of the dyonic lines hn,m, however we prefer to express it in terms of the hn,m to
avoid cluttering the notation. Using the definition of the number operators a†

i ai = [ni]q, we
can use the above (60) to derive similar expressions for the number operators

qn1 = 1− h0,1h−1
0,0h0,−1h−1

0,0 ,

qn2 = 1− h−1,0h−1
0,0h1,0h−1

0,0 .
(61)

It is possible to verify that with the above definitions the q-oscillators relations (50) and
(59) hold true by using the relations satisfied by the line operators of ASchur. In particular,
some relations that can be proven in ASchur using the machinery developed in the previous
section and that are imporant for this purpose are

h−1
0,0h0,1 = qh0,1h−1

0,0 ,

h−1
0,0h1,0 = q−1h1,0h−1

0,0 ,

h−1
0,0h0,−1 = q−1h0,−1h−1

0,0 ,

h−1
0,0h−1,0 = qh−1,0h−1

0,0 .

(62)

Using these identities, we can show that
�

a1, a†
1

�

q
= a1a†

1 − qa†
1a1 = (1− q)−1

�

h0,−1h−1
0,0h0,1h−1

0,0 − qh0,1h−1
0,0h0,−1h−1

0,0

�

= (1− q)−1
�

qh0,−1h0,1h−2
0,0 − h0,1h0,−1h−2

0,0

�

= 1 ,
(63)
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where in the last step we also made use of the ASchur identity

qh0,−1h0,1 − h0,1h0,−1 = (1− q)h2
0,0 , (64)

which can be verified using the q-Weyl algebra. We can similarly check that
�

a2, a†
2

�

q
= 1 using

in this case the ASchur relation

h−1,0h1,0 − qh1,0h−1,0 = −(1− q)h2
0,0 . (65)

Furthermore, we should check that the a1 and a2 oscillators commute, namely
[a1, a2]1 = [a1, a†

2]1 = [a
†
1, a2]1 = [a

†
1, a†

2]1 = 0. These equations are equivalent to the follow-
ing four ASchur identities:

h0,−1h1,0 − h1,0h0,−1 = 0 ,

h−1,0h0,−1 − q2h0,−1h−1,0 = 0 ,

h0,1h1,0 − q2h1,0h0,1 = 0 ,

h0,1h−1,0 − h−1,0h0,1 = 0 ,

(66)

which have again been verified using the q-Weyl algebra. Finally, we need to verify that (61)
define number operators. For example, a†

1q
n1 = qn1−1a†

1 can be shown to be equivalent to the
following ASchur identity:

h0,1h2
0,0 − q

−1h2
0,1h0,−1 = q−1h0,1h2

0,0 − h0,1h0,−1h0,1 . (67)

Similarly, the relations a1q
n2 = qn2+1a1, a†

2q
n2 = qn2+1a†

2, and a2q
n2 = qn2−1a2 are equivalent

to the ASchur identities

h0,−1h2
0,0 − q

−1h0,−1h0,1h0,−1 = qh0,−1h2
0,0 − q

−2h0,1h2
0,−1 ,

h−1,0h2
0,0 − q

−1h2
−1,0h1,0 = q−1h−1,0h2

0,0 − h−1,0h1,0h−1,0 ,

h1,0h2
0,0 − q

−1h1,0h−1,0h1,0 = qh1,0h2
0,0 − q

−2h−1,0h2
1,0 .

(68)

Since all of these required equations do indeed hold in ASchur, we can conclude that the map
(60) is genuinely a map to q-deformed harmonic oscillators. The power of this map will be-
come useful later, as it will allow us to check that the candidate representation for a Wilson or
dyonic line is indeed mapped to the corresponding line in ASchur.

3.2.2 Representation of Wilson lines for SU(3)

Our next task is to determine how the line operators of ASchur are represented in terms of
the q-oscillators. We begin by discussing the Wilson lines and in the next subsection we will
instead study the dyonic lines hn,m.

For SU(3)we only have two independent Wilson lines (9) corresponding to the fundamen-
tal [1,0] and the antifundamental [0,1] representations, which we recall that in terms of the
q-Weyl variables Vi read

W[1,0] = V1 + V2 + V3 ,

W[0,1] = V−1
1 + V−1

2 + V−1
3 .

(69)

We find that these Wilson lines can be represented in terms of q-oscillators as follows:9

W[1,0] = (1− q)
1
2

�

a†
1 + (1− q)

1
2 a1a†

2 + a2

�

,

W[0,1] = (1− q)
1
2

�

a†
2 + (1− q)

1
2 a†

1a2 + a1

�

.
(70)

9So far we have denoted the representation of a line operator L ∈ASchur by π(L). From now on we simplify the
notation and still denote by L the representation of the line operator on the q-oscillators Hilbert space.

18

https://scipost.org
https://scipost.org/SciPostPhys.20.6.160


SciPost Phys. 20, 160 (2026)

One can indeed check that the expressions (69) are reproduced upon application of the map
(60). For a proof, we expand out the definition of the Wilson lines in terms of the dyonic lines,
use the relations (62) to commute the h−1

0,0 terms to the right, and multiply both sides of the
resulting equation by h2

0,0 from the right. For the fundamental Wilson line for example, we get
in this way the equation

W[1,0]h
2
0,0 = q

1
2 h0,1h0,0 + qh0,−1h−1,0 + q−

1
2 h1,0h0,0 . (71)

A quick check using the q-Weyl algebra verifies this equation is true (provided
∏3

i=1 Vi = 1),
hence showing the Wilson line in the q-oscillators representation is indeed mapped to the Wil-
son line in the q-Weyl representation. A similar proof can be performed for the antifundamental
Wilson line.

Another non-trivial check is that the Wilson line operators commute
�

W[1,0], W[0,1]
�

= 0 , (72)

as expected since the Wilson lines commute in ASchur. We also note that Hermitian conjugation
acts on these operators as

W †
[1,0] =W[0,1] . (73)

This indicates that hermitian conjugation in the q-oscillators representation is implementing
the ⋆ operation of ASchur that we discussed in subsection 2.4.

We can check explicitly the following identity between the Schur half-index with the inser-
tion of k1 fundamental and k2 antifundamental Wilson lines and the VEVs of the corresponding
q-oscillators representation for low values of k1 and k2:

I(N)
W

k1
[1,0],W

k2
[0,1]

= 〈W k1
[1,0]W

k2
[0,1]〉 . (74)

For example if we insert only fundamental or only antifundamental Wilson lines, we have

〈W 3
[1,0]〉= 〈W

3
[0,1]〉= I

(3)
W 3
[1,0]
= I(3)

W 3
[0,1]
= (1− q)2 ,

〈W 6
[1,0]〉= 〈W

6
[0,1]〉= I

(3)
W 6
[1,0]
= I(3)

W 6
[0,1]
= (1− q)4(5+ 4q+ q2) ,

(75)

while all the powers that are not a multiple of 3 vanish.
Notice that the indices with the insertion of fundamental or antifundamental Wilson lines

are identical. This is a general feature of the Schur half-index of SU(N) SYM, that is the index
with the insertion of a Wilson line in a representation R is identical to the one with a line in
the conjugate representation R

I(N)WR
= I(N)WR

. (76)

This can be understood at the level of the integral expression (5), where the two indices are
related by the change of variables za→ z−1

a . Such a transformation is implementing the action
of charge conjugation on the theory. The part of the integral given by the q-Pochhammers is
left invariant, which encodes the fact that the theory is charge conjugation invariant. On the
other hand, the contribution of the Wilson line is not invariant and in particular we have

χR(z
−1
1 , · · · , z−1

N−1) = χR(z1, · · · , zN−1) , (77)

from which (76) follows.
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If instead we insert the same number k1 = k2 = k of fundamental and antifundamental
Wilson lines, we have

〈W[1,0]W[0,1]〉= I
(3)
W[1,0],W[0,1]

= (1− q)1 ,

〈
�

W[1,0]W[0,1]
�2〉= I(3)

W 2
[1,0],W

2
[0,1]
= 2(1− q)2 ,

〈
�

W[1,0]W[0,1]
�3〉= I(3)

W 3
[1,0],W

3
[0,1]
= (1− q)3(6+ q− q2) .

(78)

Later on in this section we will give a more abstract motivation of the identity (74) between
the Schur half-indices with the insertion of Wilson lines and the VEVs of the corresponding
Wilson lines in the q-oscillator representation by showing that the vacuum states of HSchur and
Hosc are related. In Section 5 we will instead give a more direct proof that the VEVs of the
Wilson lines admit the same integral expression (5) as the Schur half-indices by diagonalizing
the Wilson lines in their oscillator representation.

Other irreducible representations. From the fundamental and antifundamental represen-
tations of SU(3) we can construct any other irreducible representation by considering tensor
products. As mentioned in subsection 2.1, the Wilson lines fuse following the decomposition
into irreducible representations of these tensor products. We can thus use this property to de-
termine the q-oscillator expressions for a generic Wilson line in any irreducible representation
of SU(3) by starting from the ones in (70) for the fundamental and antifundamental Wilson
lines.

Let us consider for example the tensor product decomposition [1, 0]⊗[0, 1] = [1, 1]⊕[0, 0].
The singlet Wilson line is expected to be trivial, since the index with its insertion actually
coincides with the index with no insertion of line operators at all

W[0,0] = 1 . (79)

Now, knowing the oscillator representation of the Wilson lines for the [1, 0] and [0, 1] repre-
sentations, we can extract W[1,1] using

W[1,1] =W[1,0]W[0,1] − 1 , (80)

which is given explicitly by

W[1,1] = −q+ (1− q)
�

a1a2 + a†
1a†

2 + a†
1a1 + a†

2a2 + (1− q)
1
2

�

�

a†
1

�2
a2 + a†

1a2
2 + a2

1a†
2 + a1

�

a†
2

�2��

+ (1− q)2qa†
1a1a†

2a2 . (81)

Another example, which will be useful for computing the oscillator representations of the
dyonic lines hn,m, is given by [1, 0]⊗ [1,0] = [2, 0]⊕ [0,1]. Using this, one finds

W[2,0] =W[1,0]W[1,0] −W[0,1]

= (1− q)
1
2

�

−(a1 + a†
2)q+ (1− q)

1
2
�

a†
1a†

1 + a†
1a2 + a2a2

�

�

+ (1− q)
3
2
�

a1a1a†
2a†

2 + (1+ q)
�

a1a†
2a2 + a†

1a1a†
2

��

.

(82)

Following this procedure, one can construct the oscillator representation for any Wilson
line in an irreducible representation of SU(3). To validate our proposal further, we can verify
for low k (and indeed we will prove later in subsection 3.2.6) that the VEVs of these Wilson
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lines agree with the Schur half-index

〈W[1,1]〉= I
(3)
W[1,1]

= −q ,

〈W 2
[1,1]〉= I

(3)
W 2
[1,1]
= 1− 2q+ 2q2 ,

〈W 3
[1,1]〉= I

(3)
W 3
[1,1]
= 3− 10q+ 9q2 − 4q4 + q5 ,

(83)

and similarly for the [2, 0] representation we have

〈W[2,0]〉= I
(3)
W[2,0]

= 0 ,

〈W 2
[2,0]〉= I

(3)
W 2
[2,0]
= 0 ,

〈W 3
[2,0]〉= I

(3)
W 3
[2,0]
= 1− 2q+ 2q2 − 2q4 + q6 .

(84)

We will show in subsection 4.2 how the oscillator representation of the Wilson lines natu-
rally gives rise to chord counting.

3.2.3 Representation of Dyonic lines for SU(3)

We will now discuss how to realize the dyonic lines for SU(3) on the q-oscillators Hilbert space.
It is convenient at this point to introduce variables in which the oscillator representation of
the Wilson lines takes a more compact form. We define

x i = (1− q)
1
2 a†

i , yi = (1− q)
1
2 ai , i = 1,2 , (85)

with respect to which the Wilson lines become

W[1,0] = x1 + x2 y1 + y2 ,

W[0,1] = x2 + x1 y2 + y1 .
(86)

This will allow us to also have more compact expressions for the q-oscillator representation of
the dyonic lines hn,m.

3.2.4 Construction of the hn,m operators

We will focus on the hn,m lines defined in (21). Moreover, we will consider the case of SU(3)
for which we have worked out in details various relations that hold in the Schur algebra ASchur,
but the same strategy can be applied with some effort for general SU(N).

We proceed as follows. Consider the relations (33)-(34), which we repeat here for conve-
nience

[hn,m, W[1,0]] =
�

q
1
2 − q−

1
2

�

�

hn+1,m − hn,m+1

�

,

[hn,m, W[0,1]] =
�

q
1
2 − q−

1
2

�

�

hn,m−1 − hn−1,m

�

.
(87)

Since we have already determined the q-oscillators representation of the Wilson lines, we can
use these equations to determine the representations of the hn,m for higher (or lower) values
of n,m. To do this, we just need to fix the representation of the ’t Hooft line which we propose
to be h0,0 = q−n1−n2−1. Then we determine the first few other operators for |n|+ |m|< 3 to be

h0,0 = q−n1−n2−1 , h0,−1 = y1q
−n1−n2−

1
2 ,

h1,0 = y2 q
−n1−n2−

1
2 , h−1,0 = x2q

−n1−n2−
3
2 ,
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h0,1 = x1 q
−n1−n2−

3
2 , h−1,−1 = y1 x2q

−n1−n2−1 ,

h1,1 = x1 y2 q
−n1−n2−1 , h1,−1 = y1 y2q

−n1−n2 ,

h2,0 = y2
2q
−n1−n2 − y1 q

−n1 , h−1,1 = x1 x2q
−n1−n2−2 ,

h0,2 = x2
1q
−n1−n2−2 − x1 q

−n2−1 , h−2,0 = x2
2q
−n1−n2−2 − x1q

−n1−1 ,

h0,−2 = y2
1q
−n1−n2 − y2q

−n2 , (88)

where x i , yi are those defined in (85). The higher or lower hn,m operators can be determined
from these ones using the recursive relations (35)-(36), for example

h2,1 = q
1
2 − q−n1−

1
2 + x1 y2

2q−n1−n2−
1
2 ,

h1,2 = q
1
2 − q−n2−

1
2 + x2

1 y2q
−n1−n2−

3
2 ,

h2,2 = qx1 − x1q
−n1−1 + qy2 − y2q

−n2 + qx2 y1 + x2
1 y2

2q
−n1−n2−1 .

(89)

One can check explicitly that all of these operators satisfy all the relations of ASchur that we
derived in subsection 2.3, such as (37) and (38).

Moreover, we can use the map (60) to verify the expressions in (88). Let us consider h2,0
for example. First, we note that under the map (60) this is mapped to

h2,0 = q−1h1,0h−1
0,0h1,0 − q−

1
2 h0,−1h−1

0,0
1

1− q−1h0,1h0,−1h−2
0,0

. (90)

We can multiply the entire equation by the denominator, then move all factors of h−1
0,0 to the

right of each term in the expression, and finally multiply by h3
0,0 from the right. This results in

the following equation:

h2,0h3
0,0 − q

−1h2,0h0,1h0,−1h0,0 = q−1h2
1,0h2

0,0 − q
−2h2

1,0h0,1h0,−1 − q−
1
2 h0,−1h2

0,0 . (91)

This equation can be checked in ASchur using the q-Weyl algebra, provided that
∏3

i=1 Vi = 1.
Hence, the one in (88) is the correct q-oscillators representation of h2,0.

We can perform similar computations also for all the other hn,m in (88). Moreover, as
mentioned before, any other hn,m can be obtained from the ones in (88) by using the recursive
relations (35)-(36). Hence, we have obtained the q-oscillator representation of any SU(3)
dyonic line hn,m.

3.2.5 Conjugation properties of the Dyonic lines

We have seen in (73) that Hermitian conjugation induces a transformation on the q-oscillator
representation of the Wilson lines that is the same as the action of charge conjugation of SU(3),
which corresponds to the ⋆ operation defined in (39) for ASchur. We are now going to prove
that the same is true also for the dyonic lines, namely

h†
n,m = h−n,−m . (92)

This can be proven by employing the recursive relations (35)-(36), and proceeding by a
two-step induction. Let us consider n, m ≥ 0 first. The basis of the induction corresponds to
checking that (92) holds for n, m ∈ {0,1}. This can be done by using explicitly the expressions
in (88), for example

(h1,0)
† = (1− q)

1
2 q−n1−n2−

1
2 a†

2 = (1− q)
1
2 a†

2q
−n1−n2−

3
2 = h−1,0 , (93)
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where we used (59). In the inductive step, we assume that (92) is true for hn,m and hn−1,m−1.
Then from (35) we can verify that (92) is true also for hm+1,n

h†
n+1,m =

q
1
2

(1− q)(1+ q)
(W[1,0]h

†
n,m − qh†

n,mW[1,0] + (1− q)(q
n+m

2 W[n+m−2,0] − h†
n−1,m−1))

=
q

1
2

(1− q)(1+ q)
(W[1,0]h−n,−m − qh−n,−mW[1,0] + (1− q)(q

n+m
2 W[n+m−2,0] − h−n+1,−m+1))

= h−n−1,−m , (94)

and likewise for hn,m+1.
We can extend the above proof, that was valid for n, m> 0, to a proof for all values of m, n.

The result for n, m < 0 is proven similarly, but using the recursion relations (36) instead. We
are then left with the cases where n and m have opposite sign, like n> 0 and m< 0. Consider
for example h1,−1. Using (35) this can be re-expressed in terms of h0,−1 and h−1,−2. However
we have already shown (92) for the former as the basis of the induction and for the latter
because it is a case with n, m < 0. More generally, the validity of the result for n, m > 0, for
n, m < 0 and for the basis of the induction n, m ∈ {0, 1} allows us to prove it also for n > 0,
m< 0 and n< 0, m> 0 via the recursion relations.

In summary, the ⋆ operation of ASchur which acts as charge conjugation (39) for SU(3)
(and more generally SU(N)) corresponds to the Hermitian conjugation in the q-oscillator rep-
resentation.

3.2.6 Identification of the vacuum states

So far we have shown how to realize the lines of ASchur in terms of operators built from the
q-oscillators. However, we can further argue for an equivalence between the Hilbert space
HSchur introduced in subsection 2.4 and the q-oscillators Hilbert space Hosc defined in (54).
More precisely, HSchur is isomorphic to the dual q-oscillator Hilbert space

HSchur
∼=H∗osc . (95)

Let us consider for example the vacuum state of Hosc, which for N = 3 is defined by

a1|0, 0〉= a2|0, 0〉= 0 . (96)

On the other hand, we saw in (45) that the vacuum state of HSchur satisfies

h0,1|1∂ 〉= h−1,0|1∂ 〉= 0 , (97)

which using (60) and h0,0|1∂ 〉 ∼ |1∂ 〉 implies that

a†
1|1

∂ 〉= a†
2|1

∂ 〉= 0 . (98)

We then see that the vacuum of HSchur is identified with the dual of the vacuum of Hosc

|1∂ 〉= |0, 0〉† . (99)

This relationship between the vacua is enough to obtain the identity between the Schur
half-index and the VEV of the corresponding q-oscillator operator not just for the Wilson lines
as in (74) but for any line operator. Namely, given a line L ∈ ASchur and its representation
π(L) on the q-oscillators Hilbert space, we have

I(N)L = 〈1∂ |L|1∂ 〉= 〈0, · · · , 0|π(L)|0, · · · , 0〉= 〈π(L)〉 . (100)
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One useful application of this relation is to the computation of the Schur half-index with
the insertion of dyonic lines, since it can be translated into a very simple one in the q-oscillators
representation. For example for SU(3)

¬

hk
0,0

¶

= q−k ,
¬

hk
2,1

¶

=
¬

hk
1,2

¶

= (q
1
2 − q−

1
2 )k .

(101)

3.3 Representation of the Wilson lines for SU(N)

The representation of the Wilson lines in terms of q-oscillators that we have found for SU(3)
in (70) has a natural SU(N) generalization. In this case, we make use of the N −1 decoupled
q-oscillators a†

i , ai introduced in subsection 3.1. We also introduce the auxiliary operators

x i = (1− q)
1
2 a†

i , yi = (1− q)
1
2 ai , i = 1, · · · , N − 1 . (102)

Consider a Wilson line in one of the representations Rr in (9). We propose that in order to
realize the Wilson line WRr

in terms of the q-oscillators we should consider the associated
character χRr

(v⃗) written in terms of SU(N) parameters vi with i = 1, · · · , N − 1, and replace
vi with x i and v−1

i with yi . We shall refer to this as the character to oscillator map.
Let us consider for example the fundamental and the antifundamental representations of

SU(N). Their characters are

χ[1,0,··· ,0](v⃗) = v1 +
N−1
∑

i=2

vi v
−1
i−1 + v−1

N−1 ,

χ[0,··· ,0,1](v⃗) = v−1
1 +

N−1
∑

i=2

v−1
i vi−1 + vN−1 .

(103)

Following the above rule of the character to oscillator map, we are then led to define

W[1,0,··· ,0] = x1 +
N−1
∑

i=2

x i yi−1 + yN−1

= (1− q)
1
2

�

a†
1 + (1− q)

1
2

N−1
∑

i=2

a†
i ai−1 + aN−1

�

,

W[0,··· ,0,1] = y1 +
N−1
∑

i=2

yi x i−1 + xN−1

= (1− q)
1
2

�

a1 + (1− q)
1
2

N−1
∑

i=2

aia
†
i−1 + a†

N−1

�

.

(104)

As an important consistency check of our proposal, one can show that all operators con-
structed in this way commute

�

WRr
, WRr′

�

= 0 , r, r ′ = 1, · · · , N − 1 . (105)

Remember that this is an expected property since the Wilson lines in ASchur commute, in par-
ticular the index is independent of the order of the insertions.

Another important property of these operators is that

(WR)
† =WR , (106)

24

https://scipost.org
https://scipost.org/SciPostPhys.20.6.160


SciPost Phys. 20, 160 (2026)

which one can immediately observe for the fundamental and antifundamental representations
from (104). In other words, we see that also for SU(N) the action (39) of charge conjugation
on the Wilson lines is realized as the Hermitian conjugation in the q-oscillator representation.

Finally, we claim that the vacuum expectation values of the q-oscillator operators that
realize the Wilson lines match with the corresponding Schur half-indices

I(N)
W

k1
R1

,··· ,W kN−1
RN−1

= 〈W k1
R1
· · ·W kN−1

RN−1
〉 , (107)

where we compactly denoted 〈O〉 = 〈0, · · · , 0|O|0, · · · , 0〉. In the following we will consider
more in detail some low rank examples and check this identity for low values of kr , while in
section 5 we will provide a general proof.

Example: SU(4). We have already discussed in detail the case of SU(3) in subsection 3.2,
so we will now consider SU(4). First, we have the fundamental and antifundamental Wilson
lines (104)

W[1,0,0] = x1 + x2 y1 + x3 y2 + y3 = (1− q)
1
2

�

a†
1 + (1− q)

1
2
�

a†
2a1 + a†

3a2

�

+ a3

�

,

W[0,0,1] = y1 + y2 x1 + y3 x2 + x3 = (1− q)
1
2

�

a1 + (1− q)
1
2
�

a2a†
1 + a3a†

2

�

+ a†
3

�

,
(108)

but we also have the antisymmetric Wilson line. The character of the antisymmetric represen-
tation of SU(4) is

χ
SU(4)
[0,1,0](v⃗) = v2 + v−1

2 + v1v−1
3 + v−1

1 v3 + v1v−1
2 v3 + v−1

1 v2v−1
3 , (109)

which applying the character to oscillator map gives

W[0,1,0] = x2 + y2 + x1 y3 + y1 x3 + x1 y2 x3 + y1 x2 y3

= (1− q)
1
2

�

a†
2 + a2 + (1− q)

1
2
�

a1a†
3 + a†

1a3

�

+ (1− q)
�

a†
1a2a†

3 + a1a†
2a3

�

�

.
(110)

We can explicitly verify using (50) that all these operators commute
�

W[1,0,0], W[0,1,0]
�

=
�

W[1,0,0], W[0,0,1]
�

=
�

W[0,1,0], W[0,0,1]
�

= 0 , (111)

and also that charge conjugation acts as hermitian conjugation, so in particular W[0,1,0] is self-
adjoint.

Moreover, one can check that the index with the insertion of k1 fundamental, k2 antisym-
metric and k3 antifundamental Wilson lines matches with the VEV of the operator
W k1
[1,0,0]W

k2
[0,1,0]W

k3
[0,0,1] by explicit computations for low values of kr . For example we find

〈W 2
[0,1,0]〉= I

(4)
W 2
[0,1,0]

= 1− q ,

〈W 4
[0,1,0]〉= I

(4)
W 4
[0,1,0]

= (1− q)2
�

3− q+ q2
�

,

〈W 6
[0,1,0]〉= I

(4)
W 6
[0,1,0]

= (1− q)3
�

16− 12q+ 6q2 + 5q3
�

,

(112)

with all the odd powers vanishing instead.
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Example: SU(5). The Wilson lines in the fundamental and antifundamental representations
of SU(5) are as usual given by

W[1,0,0,0] = (1− q)
1
2

�

a†
1 + (1− q)

1
2
�

a†
2a1 + a†

3a2 + a†
4a3

�

+ a4

�

,

W[0,0,0,1] = (1− q)
1
2

�

a†
4 + (1− q)

1
2
�

a†
3a4 + a†

2a3 + a†
1a2

�

+ a1

�

.
(113)

Similarly, we have the Wilson line in the rank-1 antisymmetric representation

W[0,1,0,0] = (1− q)
1
2

�

a†
2 + a3 + (1− q)

1
2

�

a†
3a1 + a†

4a2 + a†
1a4

�

+ (1− q)
�

a†
1a†

3a2 + a†
1a†

4a3 + a†
2a1a4 + a†

3a2a4

�

+ (1− q)
3
2 a†

2a†
4a1a3

�

,
(114)

and the one in the rank-2 antisymmetric representation

W[0,0,1,0] = (1− q)
1
2

�

a†
3 + a2 + (1− q)

1
2

�

a†
1a3 + a†

2a4 + a†
4a1

�

+ (1− q)
�

a†
2a1a3 + a†

3a1a4 + a†
1a†

4a2 + a†
2a†

4a3

�

+ (1− q)
3
2 a†

1a†
3a2a4

�

.
(115)

Once again we can check that all of these operators commute
�

W[1,0,0,0], W[0,1,0,0]
�

=
�

W[1,0,0,0], W[0,0,1,0]
�

=
�

W[1,0,0,0], W[0,0,0,1]
�

=
�

W[0,1,0,0], W[0,0,1,0]
�

=
�

W[0,1,0,0], W[0,0,0,1]
�

=
�

W[0,0,1,0], W[0,0,0,1]
�

= 0 ,
(116)

and that Hermitian conjugation acts on them exactly as charge conjugation does on the Wilson
lines. Moreover, the VEVs for any of their combinations can be checked to match with the
corresponding indices by explicit evaluation. For example, we find

〈W 5
[0,0,1,0]〉= I

(5)
W 2
[0,1,0]

= (1− q)4(6+ q2) . (117)

4 Generalized chord counting

The connection between the line operator algebra ASchur and its representation in terms of a
system of N−1 decoupled q-deformed harmonic oscillators leads naturally to an interpretation
in terms of (generalized) chord counting.

Indeed, it is well-known in the SYK literature that in the double scaling limit, the moments
of the SYK Hamiltonian H can be computed in terms of q-deformed harmonic oscillators by
identifying H with a transfer matrix T = a† + a. In turn the expectation values 〈T k〉 match
exactly the SYK moments 〈Tr Hk〉J , where we trace over the Majorana fermions and perform a
statistical averaging over the random Gaussian coupling J . These moments naturally have an
interpretation in terms of summing all chord diagrams on a disc with a fixed number of chords
k
2 , where each diagram is weighted by its number of bulk intersections.

From a gauge theory point of view, T is nothing other than the SU(2) fundamental Wilson
line in the q-oscillator representation (up to a normalization of (1 − q)

1
2 ). This is precisely

how [1] connected the double scaled SYK to chords, to q-oscillators, and to the Schur half-
index of pure 4d N = 2 SU(2) SYM with the insertion of Wilson lines.

For SU(3) we have seen that Wilson lines, dyonic lines, and their Schur half-indices have
an interpretation in terms of q-oscillators and associated expectation values. Naturally, we are
led to explore the generalization of the DSSYK chord counting that one can extract from our
oscillator representation of these line operators. Indeed, we propose concrete chord counting
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rules that reproduces the Schur half-index with the insertion of any number of Wilson lines
in any representation of SU(3). We also use matter chords to give a chord realization of the
dyonic lines hn,m. More generally, we give the chord realization of any SU(N) Wilson line,
thus providing a third way of constructing Schur half-indices, this time as a combinatorial sum
over chord configurations.

We will demonstrate our proposal first for SU(3) Wilson lines, explain how it extends to
SU(N) Wilson lines, and then explain how we use matter chords to realize dyonic lines. To
round off the section, we discuss how certain matter chords are also related to 3d N = 2
domain walls inside the 4d N = 2 SU(N) SYM. All chord diagrams in this section are to be
read in a clockwise manner.

4.1 Review: DSSYK and chord counting

The SYK model is a one-dimensional quantum system with random p-body interactions, drawn
from a sample of N Majorana fermions obeying {ψi ,ψ j} = 2δi j . The Hamiltonian for this
system is given by

H = ip/2
∑

i1<···<ip

Ji1···ipψi1 · · ·ψip = ip/2
∑

I

JIψI , (118)

where the random couplings JI are drawn from a Gaussian ensemble

〈JI〉J = 0 , 〈JI JK〉J =
N

2p2

�

N
p

�−1

δIK . (119)

The double scaling limit of the SYK model is the one in which we take

p, N →∞ , λ=
p2

N
fixed . (120)

In this double scaling limit the model can be solved exactly by recasting it into the language
of chords [19]. The chords represent Wick contractions between the random couplings JI in
the expansion of 〈Tr Hk〉J , and represent the connection between two distinct points on the
thermal circle. The weight of a bulk intersection point is the average factor one gets from
commuting the fermions within the trace. This factor is Poisson distributed, with average
value e−λ = q. One then sums over all possible chord diagrams with k/2 chords, and weights
each diagram by its number of intersections, yielding the partition function

ZDSSYK(β) = 〈Tr e−βH〉J =
∞
∑

k=0

(−β)k

k!
〈Tr Hk〉J =

∞
∑

k=0

(−β)k

k!

∑

diagrams with k/2 chords

q# intersections .

(121)
The counting of chord diagrams can be recast in the language of q-deformed harmonic

oscillators, similar to those we discussed in section 3 but for the special case of N = 2. The
idea is to cut open the diagram at a generic point, which is then declared to have no open
chords. The q-oscillator Hilbert space is interpreted as the Hilbert space of open chords. A
chord diagram with k external vertices is then constructed by starting from the vacuum |0〉,
acting on it k times with the transfer matrix T = a†+a, and projecting back to the vacuum 〈0|.
From this perspective, the k-th moment of the SYK Hamiltonian can be computed as a VEV of
the transfer matrix

〈Tr Hk〉J = 〈T k〉 . (122)

It is possible to re-express the VEVs of the transfer matrix as an integral by diagonalizing
it [20, 21] (we will see this computation for our SU(N) generalization in section 5). One
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finds in this case that the eigenfunctions of the transfer matrix are given by the q-Hermite
polynomials, and the partition function of the theory is

ZDSSYK(β) =

∫ π

0

dθ
π

e
−2β cos(θ )p
λ(1−q) (q;q)∞(e

2iθ ;q)∞(e
−2iθ ;q)∞ , (123)

where the integral appearing in the above expression is a generating function for the 4d N = 2
SU(2) SYM Schur half-index with the insertion of fundamental Wilson lines [1], which in our
notation corresponds to W[1]. Equivalently, the integral expression for the moment 〈Tr Hk〉J
coincides with the Schur half-index (7) for N = 2 with the insertion of k fundamental Wilson
lines (up to some overall (1− q)

k
2 normalization).

As elluded to earlier, the moments of the Hamiltonian 〈Tr Hk〉J coincide (up to an over-
all (1 − q)

k
2 normalization) with the powers of a transfer matrix 〈T k

[1]〉, where we define

T[1] = (1 − q)
1
2 (a + a†).10 It may seem pathological to introduce the overall normalization

into the transfer matrix T[1], since this means it no longer matches exactly with the DSSYK
moments, but this has the advantage that the VEVs 〈T k

[1]〉 now match exactly with the index
with the insertion of k fundamental Wilson lines. That is, with this choice of normalization

(1− q)−
k
2 〈Tr Hk〉J = 〈T k

[1]〉= I
(2)
W k
[1]

. (124)

Moreover, under this correspondence, we see that the transfer matrix is exactly identified with
the oscillator representation of the fundamental Wilson line W[1]. From the transfer matrix
T[1], we extract chord rules that allow us to recast the computation of 〈T k

[1]〉 in terms of a
combinatorial sum over weighted chord diagrams.

Let us briefly recap how this works in our new normalization. Note that here we use the
terminology bulk weight to refer to the factor of q# intersections of a chord diagram, and the term
boundary weight to refer to the factors that one picks up on the boundary each time we create
or annihilate a chord. Boundary weights are not a feature of traditional DSSYK chord counting,
but they necessarily arise when one considers our higher rank chord rules. We associate the
insertion of (1−q)

1
2 a† in the VEV with creating a chord on the thermal circle with a boundary

weight of (1 − q)
1
2 , and the insertion of (1 − q)

1
2 a with annihilating a chord on the thermal

circle with boundary weight (1− q)
1
2 .

For example, we see from figure 4 that evaluating 〈T4
[1]〉 using the chord diagrams with the

explicit inclusion of boundary weights gives us

〈T4
[1]〉= (1− q)

2(2+ q) . (125)

This matches exactly the DSSYK computation of 〈Tr H4〉J , up to the overall (1 − q)2 factor,
which we stress is included here so that our computations match exactly with the index I(2)

W 4
[1]

.

It is precisely this correspondence between terms in the transfer matrix and weighted chord
rules on the thermal circle that will allow us to interpret for generic SU(N) our q-oscillators
representation of line operators in terms of generalized chords.

In analogy with the DSSYK presentation, in this section we will call the q-oscillator repre-
sentation of the Wilson lines transfer matrices, and implement the notation TR ≡WR, where
TR is the transfer matrix associated to a Wilson line in a representation R of SU(N). We will
also refer to the DSSYK chords as bivalent chords, anticipating an N -valency generalization.

10We use the subscript [1] to align with our notation that this is the transfer matrix associated to the fundamental
Wilson line of SU(2). This is to be contrasted to the standard DSSYK literature in which the transfer matrix is just
called T . We also normalize this new transfer matrix T[1] so that it coincides with the oscillator representation of
the Wilson line W[1].
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(1− q)
1
2 a† (1− q)

1
2 a

(1− q)
1
2 a†(1− q)

1
2 a

(1− q)
1
2 a† (1− q)

1
2 a†

(1− q)
1
2 a(1− q)

1
2 a

(1− q)
1
2 a† (1− q)

1
2 a†

(1− q)
1
2 a(1− q)

1
2 a

Figure 4: The three chord diagrams contributing at order 〈T4
[1]〉 in the standard SYK

chord diagram expansion. The first diagram arises from evaluating (1−q)2〈aa†aa†〉,
and the second and third diagrams come from evaluating (1 − q)2〈a2(a†)2〉. We
included here explicitly the vertex boundary weights on the thermal circle. The first
two diagrams have bulk weight q0 = 1 since they have no bulk intersections, and the
third diagram has bulk weight q, since it has one bulk intersection.

Finally, we will present two very insightful limits of the Schur half-index, q→ 1 and q→ 0,
which will allow us to construct the chord counting problem associated to the fundamental
Wilson lines for higher SU(N). The purpose of this is so that one can in principle derive the
chord rules purely from the limits of the index, without a priori knowledge of the associated
transfer matrix. The two limits we present are such that the Schur half-index becomes a gen-
erating function for two different associated combinatorial problems. For the SU(2) index,
these limits are the given by the following.

The q→ 0 limit of the Schur half-index with the insertion of 2k fundamental Wilson lines
counts the number of walks of length 2k in N0 starting and ending at the origin that one can
take given the allowed steps {(1), (−1)} [72].11 If one takes this limit in the language of chords,
all chord diagrams with bulk intersections are sent to 0, leaving only the non-intersecting chord
diagrams. One can go even further and reconstruct all non-intersecting chord diagrams from
the walking problem, by assigning a (1) step to opening a chord, and a (−1) step to closing
the first available chord.

The q→ 1 limit of the Schur half-index with the insertion of 2k fundamental Wilson lines
counts, up to the (1− q)k prefactor, the number of distinct chord diagrams we can draw with
k chords.12 This is just because in this limit each chord diagram contributes with bulk inter-
section weight 1.

To summarize, the q→ 1 limit tells us the total number of chord diagrams, while the q→ 0
limit allows us to distinguish between those that have trivial and non-trivial bulk intersection.
Investigating these limits is what will allow us to figure out what generalized chord counting
problem is associated to the higher SU(N) Schur half-index.

11These are also the 2-dimensional Catalan numbers.
12This is also the total number of partitions of the set {1, 2, . . . 2k} into sets of size 2. Since the partition is into

sets of size 2, we see that each chord in a diagram corresponds to one of these two-element sets within a given
partition, in that it connects two points on the thermal circle.
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1

23

cut open

1 2 3

Figure 5: The minimal diagram associated to the fundamental representation of
SU(3) has three external vertices joined simultaneously with two types of chord,
which we color in blue and red. The diagram also has an intrinsic orientation en-
coded in the arrows. On the left we represent the closed diagram, while on the right
we represent the opened version.

Note that our ability to write the DSSYK partition function in the closed form integral
expression (123) is due to the fact that the SYK model becomes integrable in the double scaling
limit. In this limit, we recover q-deformed Liouville quantum mechanics, and in the q→ 1 limit
of the DSSYK (commonly referred to as the triple scaling limit) we recover standard Liouville
quantum mechanics [22].

Since the SYK model has a clear gravitational interpretation, the construction of general-
ized chord counting problems that are solved by the Schur half-index of SU(N) SYM suggests a
(higher spin) gravitational interpretation of the correspondence. The correct higher rank SYK
model remains thus far elusive. One expects a random many body interaction analogous to the
SYK model, with the feature that in the double scaling limit, the model recovers the relativistic
open Toda chain, and in the triple scaling limit reduces to simply the classical open Toda chain
(we will show how the Toda chain arises in the study of SU(N) Schur half-indices in section
5.1). In the following, we discuss the generalized chord counting problems for higher rank
SU(N) and leave the question of finding a generalization of the SYK model that has a limit in
which it is solved by these chord diagrams for future investigation.

4.2 Generalized chord rules for SU(3) line operators

For clarity, let us first focus on SU(3) line operators and propose the associated chord counting.
We start with the fundamental Wilson line and then extend to other representations.

4.2.1 Fundamental Wilson lines

We can associate a counting problem of generalized chord diagrams to the SU(3) fundamental
Wilson line transfer matrix

T[1,0] = (1− q)
1
2

�

a†
1 + (1− q)

1
2 a1a†

2 + a2

�

, (126)

which coincides with the q-oscillators representation of the fundamental Wilson line. The
counting problem of chord diagrams with k vertices that we are going to discuss will thus
reproduce the Schur half-index with the insertion of k fundamental Wilson lines.

The chord diagrams are constructed as follows. Each diagram has k external vertices,
which should be joined in triples using two different types of chords that we will distinguish
using blue and red colors (see figure 5). At each of the three connected points on the thermal
circle, one of the following can occur:

30

https://scipost.org
https://scipost.org/SciPostPhys.20.6.160


SciPost Phys. 20, 160 (2026)

1. a blue chord is created with boundary weight (1− q)
1
2 ;

2. a blue chord is destroyed and a red chord is created with boundary weight (1− q);

3. a red chord is destroyed with boundary weight (1− q)
1
2 .

Notice that a natural ordering of the three points is required, since a chord cannot be destroyed
before being created. Hence, point 1. has to preceed point 2. which has to preceed point 3.
In figure 5 we represent this ordering following the clockwise direction, and we stress the
creation/annihilation of a chord with an outgoing/ingoing arrow.

On the right of figure 5 we also represent the opened version of the diagram. A chord
diagram can be cut open only at a point where there is not an open chord. Hence, the diagram
in figure 5 can only be cut between points 3. and 1. This has to be contrasted with the SU(2)
case corresponding to the ordinary DSSYK chord counting, where we can cut open anywhere
and just declare that at that point there are no open chords.

One can check that the number of inequivalent diagrams with k external vertices one can
draw is exactly equal (up to an overall (1− q)

2
3 k) to the Schur half-index of SU(3) SYM with

the insertion of k fundamental Wilson lines in the q→ 1 limit, confirming that this is the right
counting problem we are after. Explicitly for low values of k we find13

lim
q→1
(1− q)−2I(3)

W 3
[1,0]
= 1 ,

lim
q→1
(1− q)−4I(3)

W 6
[1,0]
= 10 ,

lim
q→1
(1− q)−6I(3)

W 9
[1,0]
= 280 ,

lim
q→1
(1− q)−8I(3)

W 12
[1,0]
= 15400 ,

(127)

while the index vanishes for k ̸= 0 mod 3.
To reproduce the q-refined index we should find suitable intersection rules that allow us

to weight each diagram in the right way. To understand where these chord intersection rules
come from, it is useful to consult the second limit of the Schur half-index given by q→ 0. for
low k we get

lim
q→0
(1− q)−2I(3)

W 3
[1,0]
= 1 ,

lim
q→0
(1− q)−4I(3)

W 6
[1,0]
= 5 ,

lim
q→0
(1− q)−6I(3)

W 9
[1,0]
= 42 ,

lim
q→0
(1− q)−8I(3)

W 12
[1,0]
= 462 .

(128)

In this limit, the Schur half-index with the insertion of k = 3n fundamental Wilson lines co-
incides with the number of walks of length 3n in N2

0 starting and ending at the origin (0, 0)
using the allowed steps14

{1= (−1, 0), 2= (0,1), 3= (1,−1)} . (129)

In analogy to the SU(2) case of DSSYK chords, we assign the step (0, 1) to opening a blue
chord, the step (1,−1) to closing a blue chord and opening a red chord, and the step (−1,0)
to closing a red chord. For k = 3n= 6, there are five possible walks, shown in figure 6.

13These are also the number of partitions of the set {1, 2, . . . , 3k} into sets of size 3 [73].
14These are also the 3-dimensional Catalan numbers or equivalently the number of standard tableaux of the

form (n, n, n).
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(0,0) (0, 0) (0, 0)

(0,0) (0, 0)

Figure 6: The five walks of length 6 starting and ending at the origin in N2
0. The

diagrams depict the walks 123123, 112233, 112323, 121233, and 121323. Blue is
used for a step 1, violet is used for 2, and red is used for 3.
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Figure 7: The five chord diagrams with trivial bulk contribution surviving the q→ 0
limit, corresponding to the five walks in figure 6.

Using the rules outlined above, we can associate each of these five walks to a chord dia-
gram, which we depict in figure 7. Observe that of all the diagrams, there are three obviously
non-intersecting ones, given by the first, third, and fourth. However, there are also two dia-
grams which have a blue-red bulk intersection. This means that in order for the contribution
of these two diagrams to survive in the q→ 0 limit, they must contribute with a trivial weight
(1−q)4 q0. The factor of (1−q)4 is due to the fact that all of these diagrams have six boundary
vertices, each of which has an associated boundary weight by our general rules. Note that in
the limit q→ 0 this factor is trivialized, so in order to detect it we need to consult the other
limit q→ 1.
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Figure 8: The five chord diagrams with non-trivial bulk intersection weight. The first
four diagrams are weighted with weight (1− q)4 q, and the final diagram has weight
(1− q)4 q2.

The q→ 1 limit of the Schur index (127) tells us there should be 10 total chord diagrams,
with four of them weighted by a factor of (1− q)4 q, and one of them weighted by a factor of
(1−q)4 q2. To determine these, we consider the remaining diagrams with k = 3n= 6 external
vertices that we can construct using the rule to connect vertices in figure 5, that are not in
figure 7. These are depicted in figure 8. By observation, we see that the first four diagrams
all come with either one red-red intersection or one blue-blue intersection, with some number
of trivially contributing blue-red bulk intersections. This suggests that red-red and blue-blue
intersections should be counted with weight q, so that these four diagrams reproduce the index
contribution 4q. Finally, the fifth diagram is our maximally intersecting one, consisting of one
of each type of bulk intersection, and so is assigned the bulk weight q1+0+1 = q2. Summing all
ten diagrams, we find the total contribution

(1− q)4 (5+ 4q+ q2) , (130)

which matches exactly the SU(3) Schur half-index with the insertion of two fundamental Wil-
son lines (75).

Summarizing, we get the following set of intersection rules:

= q = q = 1

Figure 9: The bulk intersection rules for chord diagrams in SU(3).

One can check explicitly that these rules reproduce the SU(3) Schur indices for various values
of k (see (75) for the cases k = 3,6).
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1 2 3 4 5 6 6 1 2 3 4 5

Figure 10: Two different slicings of the maximally intersecting chord diagram for
3k = 6. The diagram on the left is an allowed slicing, where the circle has been cut
between nodes 6 and 1. The diagram on the right is a disallowed slicing, where the
circle has been cut between nodes 5 and 6.

1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6

1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6

1 2 3 4 5 6

Figure 11: The five chord diagrams with intersection weight q0 as open chord dia-
grams. The slice was taken between nodes 6 and 1.

In order to later make connection with the Wilson lines defined in section 3, it is useful to
consider the opened chord diagrams. In the SU(2) case of DSSYK chords, one marks any point
on the thermal circle in between vertices and slices open the chord diagram at that point. The
thermal circle can then be unfolded, with the convention that at the cutting point one declares
to have no open chord and then moving to the right of the linearized diagram open chords
decrease in height from left to right. As mentioned previously, for the SU(3) case there is a
restriction in where one can slice open the chord diagram.

Consider for example the two slicings depicted in figure 10 of the maximally intersecting
(1− q)4 q2 chord diagram of figure 8. In the first, we slice the diagram between the nodes 6
and 1, and in the second we slice between the nodes 5 and 6. In the first slicing, all of the
chords appear with the trivalent structure we introduced at the beginning: a blue chord opens,
it closes to create a red chord, and then the red chord closes. In particular, all the arrows are
directed from left to right, following the correct evolution of the diagram. Hence we say this
is an allowed slicing. The second slicing is a disallowed slicing, since one of the red chords is
incorrectly oriented from right to left. The issue with this slicing is that we cut open at a point
where a red chord is already opened. This gives us a clear notion of when a slicing of a chord
diagram is allowed

A chord diagram can only be sliced open where the number of open chords

at the point of slicing is exactly 0,
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1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6

1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6

1 2 3 4 5 6

Figure 12: The five chord diagrams with non-trivial intersection weight, sliced open
between nodes 6 and 1. The first four diagrams come with intersection weight q, and
the final one comes with intersection weight q2.

or equivalently

A chord diagram can only be sliced open at a point such that all chords

have orientation from left to right in the opened diagram.

With this convention the ten open chord diagrams corresponding to the closed diagrams of
figures 7 and 8 are the ones depicted in figures 11 and 12 respectively.

4.2.2 Hilbert space interpretation

We now wish to give a Hilbert space interpretation of the counting problem we have just
defined, thus connecting it concretely to transfer matrices. As in the ordinary DSSYK model,
we view an open chord diagram with k vertices as generated by applying k times the operator
T[1] to the vacuum state |0〉 and then contracting with 〈0|. At intermediate steps, we will have
a state labeled by the set of chords that are opened. However, an interesting feature of the
analogous problem for SU(3) chords is that such a state is determined only by the number
of blue chords n1 and of red chords n2, while their ordering does not matter. This is because
swapping the order of blue and red chords might introduce extra intersections in a given
diagram, however these are always of blue-red type that give a trivial contribution according
to the rules in figure 9. This gives a tensor product Hilbert space with states |n1, n2〉 which we
can choose to represent with all the blue chords on top of the red ones

|n1, n2〉=

n1

n2

.

(131)

This Hilbert space corresponds to the one (54) of the decoupled q-oscillators.
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Let us now consider the action of the transfer matrix that makes us evolve from such a
state associated with a generic external point of a chord diagram to the next one. Given the
rules for constructing a generalized chord diagram that we described in the previous section,
there are three possibilities:

1. A blue chord might be created, so that we obtain the state (1− q)
1
2 |n1 + 1, n2〉.

2. A blue chord might be closed and a red chord created, so that we obtain the state
(1 − q)|n1 − 1, n2 + 1〉. If we choose to close the i-th blue chord, then we will have
i − 1 blue-blue intersections and n2 blue-red intersections, producing a factor of qi−1.

3. A red chord might be closed, so that we obtain the state (1 − q)
1
2 |n1, n2 − 1〉. If we

choose to close the j-th red chord, then we will have j−1 red-red intersections. Hence,
an additional factor of q j−1 will be produced.

Summarizing, we find that the evolution in the open chords Hilbert space can be realized
precisely with the fundamental Wilson line operator

T[1,0]|n1, n2〉= (1− q)
1
2 |n1 + 1, n2〉+ (1− q)

� n1
∑

i=1

qi−1

�

|n1 − 1, n2 + 1〉

+ (1− q)
1
2

 

n2
∑

j=1

q j−1

!

|n1, n2 − 1〉

= (1− q)
1
2 |n1 + 1, n2〉+ (1− q)[n1]q|n1 − 1, n2 + 1〉+ (1− q)

1
2 [n2]q|n1, n2 − 1〉

= (1− q)
1
2

�

a†
1 + (1− q)

1
2 a1a†

2 + a2

�

|n1, n2〉 , (132)

where we use the creation and annihilation operators of two decoupled q-deformed harmonic
oscillators

a†
1|n1, n2〉= |n1 + 1, n2〉 , a1|n1, n2〉= [n1]q|n1 − 1, n2〉 ,

a†
2|n1, n2〉= |n1, n2 + 1〉 , a2|n1, n2〉= [n2]q|n1, n2 − 1〉 ,

(133)

which satisfy the algebra

[a1, a†
1]q = [a2, a†

2]q = 1 , [a1, a2]1 = [a1, a†
2]1 = 0 . (134)

We thus recover the system of two decoupled q-deformed oscillators (50) and the action of the
operator T[1,0] associated to the fundamental Wilson line we introduced in (70).

We can intuitively think of the commutators (134) as associated with the intersection rules
in figure 9 as follows. To a blue line we associate the operators a†

1, a1 and to a red line we
associate the operators a†

2, a2. So from the intersection rules in figure 9 we get that

• blue-blue intersection implies [a1, a†
1]q = 1,

• red-red intersection implies [a2, a†
2]q = 1

• red-blue intersection implies [a1, a2]1 = [a
†
1, a2]1 = 0.

In this way we recover the q-oscillator algebra (134).
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(1− q)
1
2 a1 :

(1− q)
1
2

(1− q)
1
2 a†

2 :

(1− q)
1
2

(1− q)a†
1a2 :

(1− q)

Figure 13: Chord vertex rules for the antifundamental transfer matrix T[0,1].

4.2.3 Other representations

More bizarre chord counting problems arise from Wilson lines in other representations. The
logic to take here is that we should think of the associated transfer matrices TR as defining
certain vertex rules. Each term in TR labels a process that can happen on the thermal circle. To
construct the chord diagrams with a fixed number of chords, one should apply all consistent
vertex rules to draw all possible chord diagrams, then sum over them, weighted appropri-
ately by the boundary vertex factors and the number of chord intersections in the bulk, where
the latter are the same as in figure 9 since the are only dictated by the q-oscillators algebra.
Despite the chord counting problems for the fundamental and antifundamental representa-
tions are equivalent (up to an exchange of color) it is instructive to first demonstrate how the
antifundamental works before going to higher weight representations.

For the antifundamental representation of SU(3), we still have the two decoupled
q-oscillators a†

i , ai for i = 1,2, and the associated transfer matrix is given by

T[0,1] = (1− q)
1
2

�

a1 + (1− q)
1
2 a†

1a2 + a†
2

�

. (135)

In this case all the chords look as in the previous example of the fundamental Wilson line T[1,0],
but with the colors of red and blue interchanged. Instead of drawing the entire chord diagram,
we just write down the vertex rules. The antifundamental Wilson line has three terms, each of
which has an associated external vertex that we depict in figure 13. Each diagram is to be read
from right to left, so that newly created chords point towards the left, and annihilated chords
enter from the right and are terminated on the circle boundary. We see that the (1 − q)

1
2 a†

2

operator creates a red chord with boundary weight (1 − q)
1
2 , (1 − q)

1
2 a1 annihilates a blue

chord with boundary weight (1− q)
1
2 , and (1− q)a†

1a2 annihilates a red chord and creates a
blue chord with boundary weight (1− q). Each time one of these rules is applied, there must
be a corresponding factor of T[0,1] in the vacuum expectation value, so we see that the first

non-trivial non-zero VEV is 〈T3
[0,1]〉, where we have created a red chord with weight (1− q)

1
2 ,

annihilated it for a factor of (1−q) whilst creating a blue chord, and subsequently annihilated
that blue chord with weight (1−q)

1
2 . Computing 〈T k

[0,1]〉 is then a matter of fixing the number
of nodes k on the circle, and summing over all possible consistent applications of the vertex
rules, where each chord diagram is weighted by the boundary (1 − q) factors and the bulk
q# intersections according to the rules in figure 9. This reproduces the results in (75).

For higher weight representations, we must use the tensor product decompositions into ir-
reducible representations discussed in subsection 3.2.2. Here, we see the second advantage of
our choice of normalization: the transfer matrices TR obey the same tensor product decompo-
sition rules as the Wilson lines WR. For example the decomposition [1, 0]⊗ [0,1] = [1, 1]⊕ [0,0],
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gives us the Wilson line for the singlet representation

T[0,0] = 1 , (136)

and the one for the adjoint representation

T[1,1] = −q+ (1− q)
�

a1a2 + a†
1a†

2 + a†
1a1 + a†

2a2 + (1− q)
1
2

�

�

a†
1

�2
a2 + a†

1a2
2 + a2

1a†
2 + a1

�

a†
2

�2��

+ (1− q)2qa†
1a1a†

2a2 . (137)

The chord diagrams for the singlet representation are all trivial, meaning there are no chords,
no bulk intersections, and no boundary weights, and thus it obviously agrees with the index
calculation of

〈T k
[0,0]〉= I

(3)
W k
[0,0]

, (138)

for all values of k. The chord diagrams for the adjoint Wilson line are instead less trivial, but
they still reproduce

〈T k
[1,1]〉= I

(3)
W k
[1,1]

. (139)

The feature which sets the adjoint chord rules apart from the fundamental and antifunda-
mental rules is that there are more choices of boundary vertices, depicted in figure 14. With
the fundametal, there was always the fixed trivalent structure of creating a blue chord, anni-
hilating it and creating a red chord, and then finally annihilating a red chord. Similarly with
the antifundametal, there was again a trivalent structure, this time given by first creating a red
chord, annihilating it and creating a blue chord, and then finally annihilating a blue chord.

(1− q)a†
1a†

2 :

(1− q)

(1− q)a1a2 :

(1− q)

(1− q)a†
1a1 :

(1− q)

(1− q)a†
2a2 :

(1− q)

(1− q)
3
2 a1(a

†
2)

2 :

(1− q)
3
2

(1− q)
3
2 a2

1a†
2 :

(1− q)
3
2

(1− q)
3
2 (a†

1)
2a2 :

(1− q)
3
2

(1− q)
3
2 a†

1a2
2 :

(1− q)
3
2

q(1− q)2a†
1a1a†

2a2 :

q(1− q)2

−q :

−q

Figure 14: Chord vertex rules for the adjoint transfer matrix T[1,1] of SU(3).
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Figure 15: Examples of the different types of chord structures that appear in the
transfer matrix VEVs 〈T2

[1,1]〉 and 〈T5
[1,1]〉 respectively.

In the case of the adjoint representation however, one can have multi-valency structures of
different types emerge that are consistent with the application of the boundary vertex rules,
see figure 15 for two examples. To compute the VEVs of T k

[1,1], one must now sum over all
consistent applications of the vertex rules with a fixed number k of vertices on the circle. The
combinatorics here becomes much more cumbersome than previously, as there are now more
choices that one has available. Peculiarly, there is the choice to do nothing at the vertex, and
acquire a factor of −q. Clearly doing the sum over all allowed chord diagrams with a fixed
number of external vertices is much more challenging in the case of the adjoint representa-
tion. However, this problem can be efficiently solved with the q-oscillators or with the Schur
half-index. Indeed, using the Schur half-index, we can write down the closed form expression
of such VEVs

〈T k
[1,1]〉= I

(3)
W k
[1,1]
=
(q;q)2∞

3!

∮

T2

2
∏

a=1

dza

2πiza

3
∏

a<b

�

�

zaz−1
b

�±1
;q
�

∞

�

χ[1,1](z⃗)
�k
�

�

�

�

∏3
a=1 za=1

. (140)

As another example of Wilson line associated to a higher weight representation, we can
consider the decomposition of SU(3) representations [1, 0]⊗ [1,0] = [2, 0]⊕ [0,1] to find

T[2,0] = (1− q)
1
2

�

−
�

a1 + a†
2

�

q+ (1− q)
1
2
�

a†
1a†

1 + a†
1a2 + a2a2

�

�

+ (1− q)
3
2
�

a1a1a†
2a†

2 + (1+ q)
�

a1a†
2a2 + a†

1a1a†
2

��

.
(141)

One can extract chord vertex rules from this operator, which contain not only vertices that
look like a doubled version of those of the fundamental representation depicted in figure 5,
but also more involved vertices similar to those depicted in figure 14.

4.3 SU(N) chord counting problem

We shall now briefly discuss the chord counting problem for the fundamental transfer matrix
T[1,0,...,0] of SU(N). For other lowest weight representationsRr in (9) one can use the character
to oscillator map explained in subsection 3.3 to obtain the transfer matrices and then construct
the chord problems in a similar way. For higher weight representations one should consider
again the decompositions of tensor product representations into irreducible representations.

For SU(N), the chords come in N − 1 different colors, labeled by i = 1, . . . , N − 1. In
the case of the fundamental representation, only N -tuples of external points can be joined
simultaneously using these N − 1 chords as shown in figure 16.

In analogy to the SU(3) case, we can recast the combinatorial problem of counting these
chord diagrams in the language of N − 1 q-deformed harmonic oscillators. These obey the
algebra

[ai , a†
i ]q = 1 ,

[ai , a†
j ]1 = [ai , a j]1 = 0 , i ̸= j ,

(142)

capturing the fact that they are decoupled oscillators, in the sense that bulk intersections of
two different colors are counted with weight q0 = 1. Instead, the intersection of two chords

39

https://scipost.org
https://scipost.org/SciPostPhys.20.6.160


SciPost Phys. 20, 160 (2026)

1

3

2

N − 1

N

. . .

Figure 16: The minimal diagram associated to the fundamental representation of
SU(N) has N external vertices joined simultaneously with N − 1 types of chord.

of the same color has weight q1. The fundamental SU(N) transfer matrix is given by

T[1,0...,0] = (1− q)
1
2

�

a†
1 + (1− q)

1
2

N−1
∑

i=2

a†
i ai−1 + aN−1

�

, (143)

where the oscillators act on the chord Hilbert space as

a†
i |n1, . . . nN−1〉= |n1, . . . , ni+1, . . . nN−1〉 , ai|n1, . . . nN−1〉= [ni]q|n1, . . . , ni−1, . . . nN−1〉 .

(144)
This is exactly the same oscillator algebra and transfer matrices discussed in section 3, and so
we will not repeat the Hilbert space construction again here. From the form of the transfer
matrix, we see that each vertex connected to a single chord, namely the i = 1 and the i = N−1
chords, has boundary weight (1− q)

1
2 , while the other vertices have boundary weight 1− q.

The counting of chord diagrams with k external vertices joined as depicted in figure 16
and with the bulk and boundary weights we have just discussed is solved by computing the
VEV 〈T k

[1,0,··· ,0]〉, or equivalently by the Schur half-index with the insertion of k fundamental
Wilson lines
¬

T k
[1,0,··· ,0]

¶

= I(N)
W k
[1,0,··· ,0]

=
(q;q)N−1

∞

N !

∮

TN−1

N−1
∏

a=1

dza

2πiza

N
∏

a<b

�

�

zaz−1
b

�±1
;q
�

∞

�

χ[1,0,··· ,0](z⃗)
�k
�

�

�

�

∏

a za=1

.
(145)

Such integrals can be explicitly evaluated, resulting in the desired solution of the counting
problem. The generalization to other SU(N) representations works similarly to the SU(3)
case.

4.4 Dyonic lines and domain walls from matter chords

The insertion of matter chords into the chord counting picture allows us to realize two different
gauge theory objects, namely dyonic lines and 3d domain walls. The logic is that when one
inserts a matter chord, corresponding to some operator of scaling dimension ∆, one can use
this to cut the chord diagram in two. Counting the number of open chords which cross the
matter chords gives us a chordial realization of the number operator qn. First, we explain how
the matter chords work, and then we specialise to the case of dyonic lines and domain walls.
For simplicity we will focus on the case of SU(3) and on the chord diagrams arising from the
fundamental transfer matrix T[1,0] but the same logic can be applied to the more general case.
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Figure 17: The figure on the left shows a generic diagram which contributes to 〈T6
[1,0]〉

in the SU(3) case. The diagram on the right is that same diagram, but with the
insertion of a matter chord M1(∆1) (in green) that starts between nodes 6 and 1,
and ends between 3 and 4. This diagram contributes q∆1 to 〈T3

[1,0]q
∆1n1 T3

[1,0]〉.

4.4.1 Matter chords and their q-oscillator realization

In figure 17 left, we have a generic diagram that appears in the computation of the q-oscillator
VEV 〈0, 0|T6

[1,0]|0, 0〉 using the chords perspective. Suppose we want to measure the number
of open blue chords between the nodes 3 and 4 in this diagram. Clearly there is one open
blue chord between nodes 3 and 4, which starts at node 1 and ends at node 5. The other
blue chord between nodes 2 and 3 has already been closed by the time we want to make this
measurement. We would like to find some way of counting this one open blue chord and to
translate it in the q-oscillator language.

The strategy is to introduce a new type of chord that we call a matter chord in analogy to
the SU(2) case of DSSYK. We denote this by M1(∆1), where∆1 is its conformal dimension, and
we draw it in green. In figure 17 right, we show how this matter chord should be placed in the
chord diagram in order to solve our task of counting the number of open blue chords between
nodes 3 and 4. To perform such counting, we also declare that it intersects blue chords with
weight q∆1 and red chords with weight q0 = 1. In this way the matter chord does not count
the number of open red chords, only the number of open blue chords. We had to insert the
matter chord starting just before node 1, since this is where the diagram starts, and between
node 3 and 4, where we wanted to make our measurement. With these rules, the diagram in
figure 17 right will correspond to q∆1 , since it has only one green-blue intersection.

In order to translate the insertion of a matter chord in q-oscillators language, we associate
to M1(∆1) the operator q∆1n1 . In other words, the diagram in figure 17 right is contributing
to the q-oscillator VEV

〈T3
[1,0]q

∆1n1 T3
[1,0]q

∆1n1〉= 〈T3
[1,0]q

∆1n1 T3
[1,0]〉 , (146)

where we used that q∆1n1 |0,0〉 = |0,0〉. This VEV is indeed counting the number of diagrams
with 6 external vertices grading the intersection of the ordinary chords with q according to
the usual rules explained in Subsection 4.2, but also grading with q∆1 the number of open
blue chords after applying three times the transfer matrix. Since the operator q∆1n1 appears in
the VEV between the third and fourth application of the fundamental transfer matrix on the
vacuum to the right, we see that this blue chord grading is counted between points 3 and 4 in
the chord diagram.
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Figure 18: Example of a diagram used to count simultaneously the number of open
blue chords between points 1 and 2, and 4 and 5. In terms of q, this diagram con-
tributes q∆1,1 to the VEV 〈T2

[1,0]q
∆1,2n1 T3

[1,0]q
∆1,1n1 T[1,0]〉, encoding the fact that there

is one open blue chord between 1 and 2, and none between 4 and 5.

Hence, the diagram in figure 17 right will be contributing to this VEV with a term q∆1 , as
desired. More generally, if we want to grade diagrams with k = k1+k2 external vertices by the
number of open blue chords between vertex k2 and k2+1, we should consider the q-oscillators
VEV

〈T k1
[1,0]q

∆1n1 T k2
[1,0]〉 . (147)

We can similarly construct the matter chord for counting open red chords, which will be
associated to the number operators of the second q-oscillator. We will denote this matter chord
with M2(∆2) and color it in orange. For this second type of matter chord, we choose trivial
intersection weight q0=1 between it and a blue chord, and intersection weight q∆2 with a red
chord. Then this other matter chord will be realized with the q-oscillators by the operator
q∆2n2 , and if we want to count diagrams with k = k1 + k2 external vertices graded by the
number of open red chords between vertex k2 and k2 + 1 we should consider the VEV

〈T k1
[1,0]q

∆2n2 T k2
[1,0]〉 . (148)

In further generality, one can consider inserting both of these two matter chords, in such a
way that they start before vertex 1 and end after any point k2 of the diagram (again k = k1+k2
is the number of external vertices). This will correspond to the VEV

〈T k1
[1,0]q

∆1n1+∆2n2 T k2
[1,0]〉 , (149)

which is counting all chord diagrams with k external vertices with an additional grading of q∆1

for each open blue chord after vertex k2 and q∆2 for each open blue chord again after vertex
k2. Since the number operators ni all commute, their order inside the VEV is irrelevant and
the intersection of different matter chords has trivial weight.

An important subtlety arises when considering the insertion of multiple chords of the same
type. Let us consider for example the case in which we want to count simultaneously the
number of open blue chords between the external points 1 and 2 as well as 4 and 5. For this
purpose, we need to introduce two green matter chords M1(∆1,1) and M1(∆1,2) with different
dimension, as depicted in figure 18. We still draw both of them in green since they have the
property of having non-trivial intersection weight with the blue chord but trivial with the red
chord, but we distinguish them with a solid and dashed line to stress that they have different
dimensions and hence their intersections with blue chords contributes differently, with q∆1

and q∆2 respectively. The diagram in figure 18 will then contribute to the q-oscillators VEV

〈T2
[1,0]q

∆1,2n1 T3
[1,0]q

∆1,1n1 T[1,0]〉 , (150)

with a term q∆1,1 .
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〈hk
0,0〉 = = q−kq−k

Figure 19: Evaluation of 〈hk
0,0〉 = 〈q

−k(n1+n2+1)〉 using chord diagrams. The green
chord corresponds to counting the number of open blue chords that cross the diagram
with intersection weight q−k, and the orange chord counts the number of open red
chords that cross the diagram with intersection weight q−k. These correspond to the
operator insertions of q−kn1 and q−kn2 respectively. Since there are no insertions of
the transfer matrices TR, there are no open blue or red chords to cross the diagram,
hence the matter chords give a trivial contribution.

We finally note that the whole logic presented in this subsection can be applied in the same
way to chord diagrams generated from transfer matrices TR for any representation R and also
to higher rank SU(N). In particular for generic SU(N) we will have N − 1 different types of
matter chords, which count the number of open chords of each of the N − 1 types and which
correspond to each of the N − 1 number operators ni .

4.4.2 Chord rules for Dyonic lines hn,m

We recall from our discussion in section 3 that the representation of the dyonic lines hn,m of
ASchur in terms of q-deformed oscillators is of the form

hn,m =
∑

j

f j(a⃗
†, a⃗)q

∑

i∆i, jni , (151)

where f j are polynomials of the creation and annihilation operators, and∆i, j are integers. We
would like to give an interpretation at the level of chord diagrams of the q-oscillator VEVs with
the insertion of these operators on top of the transfer matrices TR.

Firstly, we treat each term in the sum over j individually, and assign to each of them
matter chords Mi(∆i, j). As before these matter chords are taken to start right before node 1,
and end in the interval corresponding to the location of the hn,m operator in the VEV. Next, we
assign chord vertex rules to the coefficient functions fi in the analogous manner to how we
constructed chord rules for generic transfer matrices in subsection 4.2. The chord diagrams
constructed in this way will then be computing the desired VEV with the insertion of the q-
oscillator representation of the dyonic line hn,m.

As a first example, let us consider a VEV with the insertion of the operator h0,0 = q−n1−n2−1

〈hk
0,0〉= q−k〈q−kn1−kn2〉 . (152)

This is equivalent to decorating the single chord diagram with no external vertices (since we
did not insert any transfer matrix in the VEV) with a green matter chord M1(∆1 = −k) and an
orange matter chord M2(∆2 = −k), see figure 19. Since there is no blue nor red chord that
can intersect with the matter chords, the result is simply

〈hk
0,0〉= q−k〈q−kn1−kn2〉= q−k . (153)
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〈h1,0T[0,1]〉 = = (1− q)q−
3
2(1− q)q−

1
2

1

2

Figure 20: Evaluation of 〈h1,0T[0,1]〉 using chord diagrams. The factor of q−1 comes
from the single bulk intersection of the orange matter chord with the red chord. We
avoided drawing the green matter chord since this has trivially contributing intersec-
tion with the other chords.

For a less trivial example, let us consider the VEV 〈h1,0T[0,1]〉. This can be computed using
q-oscillators as follows:

〈h1,0T[0,1]〉= 〈0|(1− q)a2q
−n1−n2−

1
2 (a†

2 + (1− q)
1
2 a†

1a2 + a1)|0〉

= (1− q)q−
3
2 〈0|q−n1−n2 a2a†

2|0〉

= (1− q)q−
3
2 ,

(154)

where to go from the first to the second line we used (59) and that only terms with the same
number of a†

i and ai for any given i contribute. The computation of this VEV using chord
diagrams is represented in figure 20. In this case we only have one diagram, which is obtained
by creating a red chord at point 1 using the a†

2 part of the transfer matrix T[0,1], closing an
orange chord M2(∆2 = −1) (which was created by adding for free the operator q−n2 on the
very right of the VEV) using the q−n2 part of h1,0 and finally closing the red chord using the
a2 part of h1,0. Notice that in principle the operator h1,0 has also a q−n1 which should give a
green matter chord opened before 1 and closed after 1, however we avoided drawing it since
it gives trivial contribution.

This whole structure generalizes in the natural way to SU(N) chord diagrams, and can be
used to realize any string of Wilson and dyonic lines inside a VEV.

4.4.3 Matter 2-point function and 3d N = 2 domain walls

Given a matter chord M , one can compute the matter 2-point function, given by

G∆⃗(β1,β2) = 〈e−β1TRL q
∑

j∆ jn j e−β2TRR 〉 , (155)

where the q∆ j are the intersection weights for the j = 1, . . . N − 1 different colored chords
appearing in the SU(N) chord counting problem. Note that one does not typically introduce
dyonic lines into this definition.

By choosing the dimensions ∆⃗ of the matter chords appropriately, one can relate the asso-
ciated VEV to the index of a 3d N = 2 domain wall inside the 4d N = 2 SU(N) SYM theory.
Specifically, we take

∆⃗= (∆, 2∆, . . . , (N − 1)∆) , (156)

so the associated 2-point function becomes

G∆⃗(β1,β2) = 〈e−β1TRL q∆
∑

j jn j e−β2TRR 〉 . (157)
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We claim that this 2-point function can be computed by the integral

G∆⃗(β1,β2) =
(q;q)2(N−1)

∞

(N !)2

∮

TN−1

N−1
∏

a=1

dza

2πiza

dua

2πiua

N
∏

a<b

�

�

zaz−1
b

�±1
;q
�

∞

�

�

uau−1
b

�±1
;q
�

∞
(158)

×

�

qN∆;q
�

∞
∏N

a,b=1

�

q∆zau−1
b ;q

�

∞

e−β1χRL (z⃗)−β2χRR
(u⃗)
�

�

�

�

∏

a za=
∏

a ua=1

.

One can check this explicitly to low orders in an expansion in β1 and β2, but in subsection 5.1
we will give a general proof.

This expression for the VEV corresponding to the insertion of matter chords with the di-
mensions (156) coincides with the Schur half-index of a configuration with two copies of the
4d N = 2 SU(N) SYM separated by a certain 3d N = 2 domain wall (see Appendix A). On
the domain wall, the vector multiplets of the two copies of SYM are given Neumann boundary
conditions, but we also have intrinsically 3d degrees of freedom that live on it. More precisely,
we have a chiral multiplet Φ in the bifundamental representation of the two 4d SU(N) gauge
symmetries and a flipping field F , that is a gauge singlet chiral field with superpotential15

W = F detΦ . (159)

This superpotential preserves a U(1) global symmetry under which F has charge −N and
Φ has charge 1. Hence, the index can be refined with a fugacity v = q∆ for such symmetry.
Furthermore, we give R-charge 2 to F and 0 toΦ, again in compatibility with the superpotential
interaction. On the boundary of the Schur half-index, the 3d fields are given Dirichlet boundary
conditions for F and Neumann for Φ [78, 79]. If we further consider adding k1 Wilson lines
in a representation RL in the left 4d theory and k2 Wilson lines in a representation RR in the
right 4d theory, then the Schur half-index of this system is (see Appendix A for more details)

I(N)
W

k1
RL

,W
k2
RR

=
(q;q)2(N−1)

∞

(N !)2

∮

TN−1

N−1
∏

a=1

dza

2πiza

dua

2πiua

N
∏

a<b

�

�

zaz−1
b

�±1
;q
�

∞

�

�

uau−1
b

�±1
;q
�

∞
(160)

×

�

qN∆;q
�

∞
∏N

a,b=1

�

q∆zau−1
b ;q

�

∞

�

χRL
(z⃗)
�k1
�

χRR
(u⃗)
�k2

�

�

�

�

∏

a za=
∏

a ua=1

.

This reproduces the order β k1
1 β

k2
2 in a double expansion in β1, β2 of the expression (158) for

the matter 2-point function

I(N)
W

k1
RL

,W
k2
RR

= 〈T k1
RL

q∆
∑N−1

j=1 jn j T k2
RR
〉 . (161)

Hence, inserting the 3d domain wall corresponds to inserting the operator q∆
∑N−1

j=1 jn j in the
q-oscillator VEV, or equivalently the matter chord of dimension (156) as in (157).

5 Spectral problem for Wilson lines and the Toda chain

In section 3 we have argued for an identity (107) between the Schur half-indices with the
insertion of Wilson lines and the VEVs of the corresponding transfer matrices

I(N)
W

k1
R1

,··· ,W kN−1
RN−1

= 〈T k1
R1
· · · T kN−1

RN−1
〉 . (162)

15This domain has previously been considered in [74, 75]. A 5d/4d version was instead studied in [76] (see
also [77]).
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We have given evidence for the validity of this equation by computing both sides explicitly for
some cases and verifying that they match. In this section we will provide a general proof. We
will also prove the identity (158) for the matter 2-point function that allowed us to connect it
to the 3d N = 2 domain wall.

We will do this by solving the eigenvalue problem for the transfer matrices TRr
. This

will then allow us to show that their VEVs admit the same integral representation (5) that also
computes the Schur half-indices. This analysis generalizes to SU(N) a similar analysis that was
done to compute the VEVs of the transfer matrix of the SYK model [20], which corresponds to
our N = 2 case. As we will see, this diagonalization problem is strictly related to the relativistic
open Toda chain [26]. Specifically, we will show that the commuting operators TRr

coincide
with the Hamiltonians Hr of the Toda chain, whose eigenfunctions are known to be given by a
class of orthogonal polynomials called q-Whittaker polyomials (see e.g. [26–30]). We will also
discuss the q→ 1 limit in which the operators TRr

reduce to the Hamiltonians of the classical
open Toda chain, again generalizing a similar result obtained in [22] for the SYK model.

5.1 Diagonalization and relativistic open Toda chain

We begin by setting up the eigenvalue problem for the operators TRr
that we introduced in

subsection 3.3. These can be understood as implementing an evolution in the q-oscillators
Hilbert space, as we discussed from the chord perspective in section 4. Let us focus for example
on the fundamental representation

T[1,0,··· ,0] = (1− q)
1
2

�

a†
1 + (1− q)

1
2

N−1
∑

i=2

a†
i ai−1 + aN−1

�

. (163)

We consider evolving the system by applying it several times and denote the state at the a-th
step by v(a)n1,··· ,nN−1

. We then have a recursive relation that expresses the state at the step a+ 1
from the one at the step a via T[1,0,··· ,0]

v(a+1)
n1,··· ,nN−1

=
�

T[1,0,··· ,0] v(a)
�

n1,··· ,nN−1

= (1− q)
1
2 v(a)n1−1,n2,··· ,nN−1

+
N−2
∑

i=1

(1− qni+1)v(a)n1,··· ,ni+1,ni+1−1,··· ,nN−1

+
1− qnN−1+1

(1− q)
1
2

v(a)n1,··· ,nN−2,nN−1+1 .

(164)

This is because in order to have a state with n1, · · · , nN−1 at the step a + 1 we can only have
the following possibilities for the state at the step a:

1. at step a we have a state with n1 − 1, · · · , nN−1 and we apply the creation operator of
the first oscillator a†

1 with the prefactor (1− q)
1
2 ;

2. at step a we have a state n1, · · · , ni + 1, ni+1 − 1, · · · , nN−1 for i = 1, · · · , N − 2 and we
apply aia

†
i+1, with a prefactor 1− qni+1;

3. at step a we have a state n1, · · · , nN−1 + 1 and we apply aN−1, with a prefactor 1−qnN−1+1

(1−q)
1
2

.

In order to actually determine the state v(a)n1,··· ,nN−1
at a generic step we need not only this

recursive relation, but also an initial condition. For the chord diagrams of section 4 the initial
condition is the vacuum state v(a)0,··· ,0 but for the following analysis we can keep it generic.

Let us now consider the eigenvalue problem for the operator T[1,0,··· ,0]

T[1,0,··· ,0]vn1,··· ,nN−1
= E[1,0,··· ,0]vn1,··· ,nN−1

. (165)
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It is convenient to take
vn1,··· ,nN−1

= (1− q)
1
2

∑

i niWn1,··· ,nN−1
. (166)

Then the eigenvalue equation becomes

Wn1−1,n2,··· ,nN−1
+

N−2
∑

i=1

�

1− qni+1
�

Wn1,··· ,ni+1,ni+1−1,··· ,nN−1
+
�

1− qnN−1+1
�

Wn1,··· ,nN−2,nN−1+1

= E[1,0,··· ,0]Wn1,··· ,nN−1
. (167)

This relation generalizes to higher N the one satisfied by the continuous q-Hermite polynomi-
als, which is used in the case N = 2 in the context of the SYK model [20].

The l.h.s. of (167) corresponds precisely to the action of the first Hamiltonian of the rela-
tivistic open Toda chain [26] of type su(N). To show this, we start from the Hamiltonian for
type u(N), which can be written as [29,30] (see also Appendix B)

H1 = D1 +
N−1
∑

i=1

�

1− qpi+1−pi+1
�

Di+1 , (168)

where the difference operators Di act as

Di fp1,··· ,pN
= fp1,··· ,pi+1,··· ,pN

. (169)

In order to match this Hamiltonian with the l.h.s. of (167) we identify

ni = pi+1 − pi . (170)

Note that this identification fixes all the pi up to their sum π =
∑N

i=1 pi which corresponds to
the u(1) part of u(N). Moreover one can easily check that with the identification (170) the
difference operators Di act on the parameters ni and π as

Di fn1,··· ,nN−1,π =











fn1−1,n2,··· ,nN−1,π+1 , i = 1 ,

fn1,··· ,ni−1+1,ni−1,··· ,nN−1,π+1 , i = 2, · · · , N − 1 ,

fn1,··· ,nN−2,nN−1+1,π+1 , i = N .

(171)

In particular, all the Di act in the same way on π by shifting it by 1. This action is analogous
to that of the last u(N) Hamiltonian HN =

∏N
i=1 Di

HN fn1,··· ,nN−1,π = fn1,··· ,nN−1,π+N . (172)

Its N -th square root coincides with the single Hamiltonian for the u(1) part of u(N) and can
be factored out of the first u(N) Hamiltonian

H1 = H
1
N
N

�

D̃1 +
N−1
∑

i=1

�

1− qpi+1−pi+1
�

D̃i+1

�

, (173)

where we have defined the new difference operators D̃i acting only on the ni and not on π

D̃i fn1,··· ,nN−1,π =











fn1−1,n2,··· ,nN−1,π , i = 1 ,

fn1,··· ,ni−1+1,ni−1,··· ,nN−1,π , i = 2, · · · , N − 1 ,

fn1,··· ,nN−2,nN−1+1,π , i = N .

(174)
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To obtain the su(N) Hamiltonian we should trivialize the u(1) part of u(N). This is achieved

by removing the overall H
1
N
N and setting π= 0. After the change of variables (170) we get

H′1 = D̃1 +
N−1
∑

i=1

�

1− qni+1
�

D̃i+1 . (175)

By our analysis we can see that the action of this operator coincides precisely with the l.h.s. of
(167)

H′1Wn1,··· ,nN−1
=Wn1−1,n2,··· ,nN−1

+
N−2
∑

i=1

�

1− qni+1
�

Wn1,··· ,ni+1,ni+1−1,··· ,nN−1

+
�

1− qnN−1+1
�

Wn1,··· ,nN−2,nN−1+1 .

(176)

In summary, we have shown that the transfer matrix of the fundamental Wilson line coincides
with the first Hamiltonian H′1 of the relativistic open Toda chain of type su(N)

H′1 = T[1,0,··· ,0] . (177)

Remember that for generic N all the N − 1 operators TRr
in the representations (9) com-

mute. The open Toda chain of type su(N) is also characterized by a set of N − 1 commuting
Hamiltonians H′r . We thus expect the transfer matrices TRr

to be related to the Toda Hamilto-
nians

H′r = TRr
. (178)

We will show this for the case of the anti-fundamental representation (the other cases
work similarly but are more complicated). By similar manipulations to those that we did
for the fundamental representation, the eigenvalue equation of the operator T[0,··· ,0,1] can be
rewritten as

Wn1,··· ,nN−1−1 +
N−2
∑

i=1

�

1− qni+1+1
�

Wn1,··· ,ni−1,ni+1+1,··· ,nN−1
+
�

1− qn1+1
�

Wn1+1,n2,··· ,nN−1−1

= E[0,··· ,0,1]Wn1,··· ,nN−1
. (179)

We would like to compare this with the last Toda Hamiltonian. The one for type u(N) can be
worked out from the expressions given in [29,30] (see also Appendix B)

HN−1 =
N−1
∏

j=1

Dj +
N−1
∑

i=1

�

1− qpi+1−pi+1
�

N
∏

j ̸=i

Dj . (180)

Observe that each term contains N − 1 difference operators, so we can factor out H
N−1

N
N . Per-

forming also the redefinition (170) we get the su(N) Hamiltonian

H′N−1 =
N−1
∏

j=1

D̃j +
N−1
∑

i=1

�

1− qni+1
�

N
∏

j ̸=i

D̃j . (181)

What is left to do is to show that the combinations of difference operators that appear in this
Hamiltonian act exactly as the l.h.s. of (179). This is indeed true since from (174) one can
verify that

N
∏

j ̸=i

D̃j fn1,··· ,nN−1,π =











fn1+1,n2,··· ,nN−1,π , i = 1 ,

fn1,··· ,ni−1−1,ni+1,··· ,nN−1,π , i = 2, · · · , N − 1 ,

fn1,··· ,nN−2,nN−1−1,π , i = N .

(182)
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Hence

H′N−1Wn1,··· ,nN−1
=Wn1,··· ,nN−1−1 +

N−2
∑

i=1

�

1− qni+1+1
�

Wn1,··· ,ni−1,ni+1+1,··· ,nN−1

+
�

1− qn1+1
�

Wn1+1,n2,··· ,nN−1−1 ,

(183)

which tells us that
H′N−1 = T[0,··· ,0,1] . (184)

Since we have a set of commuting operator TRr
, we can try to find a common basis of

eigenfunctions, which should satisfy N − 1 recursion relations similar to (167)-(179). It is
known (see e.g. [26–30]) that a common basis of eigenfunctions of the relativistic open Toda
Hamiltonians is given by the q-Whittaker polynomials Wn⃗(z⃗;q), which correspond to the t → 0
limit of the Macdonald polynomials (see Appendix B for some of their properties). In our
case we have those of su(N) type, which are functions of N complex variables z1, · · · , zN with
|za|= 1, i.e. defined on the unit circle, and subject to the constraint

∏

a za = 1. Moreover, the
eigenvalues for each Hamiltonian are exactly the corresponding characters written in terms of
the variables z⃗

ER = χR(z⃗) . (185)

Since we have shown that the TRr
operators coincide with the Toda Hamiltonians, this means

that the q-Whittaker polynomials solve our diagonalization problem

TRr
Wn⃗(z⃗;q) = H′rWn⃗(z⃗;q) = χRr

(z⃗)Wn⃗(z⃗;q) . (186)

The q-Whittaker polynomials are orthogonal with respect to the measure

∆(z⃗;q) =
(q;q)N−1

∞

N !

N
∏

a<b

�

�

zaz−1
b

�±1
;q
�

∞

�

�

�
∏

a za=1
, (187)

which is exactly the same one we use in the Schur half-index (5). Explicitly we have

∮

TN−1

N−1
∏

a=1

dza

2πiza
∆(z⃗;q)Wn⃗(z⃗;q)Wm⃗(z⃗;q) = δn⃗,m⃗ . (188)

Thinking of the q-Whittaker polynomials as the inner product of the transfer matrix eigenstates
and the open chord states Wn⃗(z⃗;q) = 〈n⃗|z⃗〉 gives us the completeness relation satisfied by the
states |z⃗〉

∮

TN−1

N−1
∏

a=1

dza

2πiza
∆(z⃗;q)|z⃗〉〈z⃗|= I , (189)

which we can insert inside any VEV of the product of transfer matrices so to express them with
an integral form that precisely coincides with that of the Schur half-index (5)

〈T k1
R1
· · · T kN−1

RN−1
〉= 〈0⃗|T k1

R1
· · · T kN−1

RN−1
|0⃗〉=

∮

TN−1

N−1
∏

a=1

dza

2πiza
∆(z⃗; q)〈0⃗|z⃗〉〈z⃗|T k1

R1
· · · T kN−1

RN−1
|0⃗〉

=

∮

TN−1

N−1
∏

a=1

dza

2πiza
∆(z⃗; q)

N−1
∏

i=1

�

χRi
(z⃗)
�ki

�

�

�

�

∏

a za=1

= I(N)
W

k1
R1

,··· ,W kN−1
RN−1

,

(190)

where we used (186) and that 〈0⃗|z⃗〉= 1. This completes the proof of (162).

49

https://scipost.org
https://scipost.org/SciPostPhys.20.6.160


SciPost Phys. 20, 160 (2026)

With a similar strategy we can also prove the integral form (158) of the matter 2-point
function with the scaling dimension (156) that allowed us to make connection with the 3d
N = 2 domain wall inside the 4d N = 2 SU(N) SYM. Such 2-point function reads

G∆⃗(β1β2) = 〈e−β1TRL q∆
∑

j jn j e−β2TRR 〉 . (191)

We first insert a complete set of open chord states (i.e. eigenstates of the number operators)

G∆⃗(β1,β2) =
∑

n⃗∈NN−1
0

〈0|e−β1TRL |n⃗〉〈n⃗|q∆
∑N−1

j=1 jn j e−β2TRR |0〉

=
∑

n⃗∈NN−1
0

〈0|e−β1TRL |n⃗〉q∆
∑N−1

j=1 jn j 〈n⃗|e−β2TRR |0〉 .
(192)

Next, we use the completeness relation (189) which yields16

G∆⃗(β1,β2) =
(q;q)2(N−1)

∞

(N !)2

∮

TN−1

N−1
∏

a=1

dza

2πiza

dua

2πiua

N
∏

a<b

�

�

zaz−1
b

�±1
;q
�

∞

�

�

uau−1
b

�±1
;q
�

∞

×
∑

n⃗∈NN−1
0

q∆
∑N−1

j=1 jn jWn⃗(z⃗;q)Wn⃗(u⃗
−1;q)e−β1χRL (z⃗)−β2χRR

(u⃗)
�

�

�

�

∏

a za=
∏

a ua=1

. (193)

We can now get rid of the sum over n⃗ by using the following property of the q-Whittaker
polynomials (see Appendix B for a derivation):

∑

n⃗∈NN−1
0

q∆
∑N−1

j=1 jn jWn⃗(z⃗;q)Wn⃗(u⃗
−1;q)

�

�

�

�

∏

a za=
∏

a ua=1

=

�

qN∆;q
�

∞
∏N

a,b=1

�

q∆zau−1
b ;q

�

∞

�

�

�

�

∏

a za=
∏

a ua=1

.

(194)
Inserting this expression into the 2-point function, one recovers

G∆⃗(β1,β2) =
(q;q)2(N−1)

∞

(N !)2

∮

TN−1

N−1
∏

a=1

dza

2πiza

dua

2πiua

N
∏

a<b

�

�

zaz−1
b

�±1
;q
�

∞

�

�

uau−1
b

�±1
;q
�

∞

×

�

qN∆;q
�

∞
∏N

a,b=1

�

q∆zau−1
b ;q

�

∞

e−β1χRL (z⃗)−β2χRR
(u⃗)
�

�

�

�

∏

a za=
∏

a ua=1

.

(195)

5.2 Limit to the classical open Toda chain

The relativistic Toda chain reduces to the classical one in the limit q→ 1. Here we will explain
how this limit should be taken at the level of the operators TRr

in order to recover the Hamil-
tonians of the classical open Toda chain of type su(N). Our analysis generalizes to any N the
one done in [22] for N = 2 in the context of the SYK model.

We start recalling that the Hamiltonian of the classical open Toda chain in the u(N) case is
given by

H =
1
2

N
∑

a=1

P2
a +

N−1
∑

a=1

eQa−Qa+1 , (196)

where the coordinates satisfy the canonical commutations relations

[Qa, Pb] = iδab . (197)

16We have performed a change of variables u⃗→ u⃗−1 for later convenience.
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We can obtain the su(N) Hamiltonian by performing the change of variables

Q1 = η+ q1 , Qa = η+ qa − qa−1 , a = 2, · · · , N − 1 , QN = η− qN−1 ,

P1 = π+ p1 , Pa = π+ pa − pa−1 , a = 2, · · · , N − 1 , PN = π− pN−1 .
(198)

The original Hamiltonian then takes the form

H = Hπ +H ′ . (199)

The u(1) Hamiltonian

Hπ =
N
2
π2 (200)

is written in terms of the variables η, π which satisfy the commutation relation

[η,π] =
i
N

. (201)

The su(N) Hamiltonian that we are interested in is instead

H ′ =
1
2

N−1
∑

a,b=1

paCabpb +
N−1
∑

a=1

e
∑N−1

b=1 Cabqa , (202)

where C is the su(N) Cartan matrix

C =













2 −1 0 · · · 0
−1 2 −1 · · · 0
0 −1 2 · · · 0
...

...
...

. . . −1
0 0 0 −1 2













, (203)

and the variables qa, pa satisfy the commutation relations

[qa, pb] =
2N − (N − 1)|a− b| − |N − a− b|

2N
i . (204)

This Hamiltonian can be recovered from any of the operators TRr
as follows. We first

perform the redefinition (a similar transformation was done for SU(2) in [80])

a†
i =

eikiλ

(1− q)
1
2

, ai =
e−ikiλ(1− qni )

(1− q)
1
2

, li = λni , (205)

where we also used q = e−λ. Note that since the rescaled length operators li are quantized,
the momenta ki are periodic. One can check that the new operators li , ki satisfy the canonical
commutation relations (up to a sign)

�

li , k j

�

= −iδi j . (206)

We also write the eigenvalues of the operators TRr
as

ERr
(k⃗) = χRr

�

eik1λ, · · · , eikN−1λ
�

. (207)

For convenience, we finally define

T̃Rr
= TRr

− ERr
(0⃗) . (208)
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We then take the limit

λ→ 0 , l →∞ , e−l̃ = e−lλ−2 = finite . (209)

One can check that the leading order in the λ= − log(q) expansion of any of the T̃Rr
operators

is

T̃Rr
= −

 

1
2

N−1
∑

i, j=1

kiCi jk j +
N−1
∑

i=1

e−l̃i

!

λ2 +O
�

λ3
�

. (210)

This coincides with the su(N) Toda Hamiltonian (202) up to the identification

ki = pi , l̃i = −
N−1
∑

j=1

Ci jq j . (211)

One can also check that the commutators (206) correctly imply the commutators (204) with
this identification.

The classical open su(N) Toda chain, as the relativistic one, is also known to have N − 1
commuting conserved charges. Since we have shown in the previous section that the N − 1
commuting operators TRr

coincide with the Hamiltonians of the relativistic open Toda chain
for any value of q, we expect to be able to recover all of the conserved charges of the classical
Toda chain by taking the q→ 1 limit of the TRr

operators.
Let us focus for example on N = 3, where we only have the operators T[1,0] and T[0,1]

defined in (70). As we have just discussed, both of them reduce to the su(3) Toda Hamiltonian
to leading order λ2 in the λ = log(q) expansion. However, if we consider the limit of the
operator T[1,0] − T[0,1] then the order λ2 vanishes and the first non-trivial contribution will
be at order λ3. This will give us an operator that is expected to commute with H ′, since the
original operators T[1,0] and T[0,1] were commuting with each other. We find

i
�

T̃[1,0] − T̃[0,1]
�

=
�

k2
1k2 − k1k2

2 + k2e−l̃1 − k1e−l̃2
�

λ2 +O
�

λ3
�

=
�

p2
1 p2 − p1p2

2 + p2e2q1−q2 − p1e−q1+2q2
�

λ2 +O
�

λ3
�

.
(212)

This coincides (up to a prefactor) with the second conserved charge of the open su(3) Toda
chain, which can be computed as 1

3Tr(L3) where L is the Lax matrix. For generic u(N), the
Lax matrix is an N × N matrix that can be written as

L =

















P1 b1 0 0 · · · 0
b1 P2 b2 0 · · · 0
0 b2 P3 b3 · · · 0
0 0 b3 P4 · · · 0
...

...
...

...
. . . bN−1

0 0 0 0 bN−1 PN

















, (213)

where
ba = e

Qa−Qa−1
2 , a = 1, · · · , N − 1 . (214)

Performing the redefinition (198) with π= 0 gives the SU(N) Lax matrix, which in particular
satisfies

Tr(L) = 0 ,
1
2

Tr(L2) = H ′ . (215)

We can verify that the same logic works also for N = 4. As mentioned in our general
discussion of subsection 3.3, the three operators T[1,0,0], T[0,1,0], T[0,0,1] all lead to leading
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order to the Hamiltonian. The higher conserved charges can be obtained from the differences

i
�

2T̃[1,0,0] − T̃[0,1,0]
�

= i
�

T̃[0,1,0] − 2T̃[0,0,1]
�

+O
�

λ4
�

= i
�

T̃[1,0,0] − T̃[0,0,1]
�

+O
�

λ4
�

=
1
3

Tr(L3)λ3 +O
�

λ4
�

,

T̃[1,0,0] − T̃[0,1,0] + T̃[0,0,1] =
�

1
4

Tr(L4)−
1
8

�

Tr(L2)
�2
�

λ4 +O
�

λ5
�

.

(216)

6 Comments and outlook

We have provided evidence for a connection between the Schur half-index for pure N = 2
SU(N) SYM theory with line operator insertions, and a generalized chord counting problem
that equivalently has a description in terms of q-deformed harmonic oscillators, which in turn
comes from the a q-Weyl realization that we derived. In as such this is a combinatorial or
quantum mechanical recasting of the Schur index. There are various connections which are
worthwhile exploring further, but have certain challenges, which we will summarize here.

DSSYK Connection. For N = 2 the chord diagrams were observed to be directly connected to
certain moments of the Hamiltonian appearing in the partition function of the DSSYK model.
For N > 2 there seems to not be an obvious connection to an SYK-like model, whose partition
function would be computed in terms of the generalized chord counting relevant for the Schur
index. For example, for N = 3 we find colored chords that are effectively trivalent (and for
general N , there are N − 1 colors and an N -valent structure of vertices), the interpretation of
which from an SYK-like perspective, where the chords would originate from Wick contractions,
is less clear. Let us list the requirements for such a putative model (for the SU(3) example for
simplicity) it needs to: 1. incorporate color changing boundary vertices; it needs to give rise
to multiple transfer matrices T[1,0] and T[0,1]; 2. give rise to oriented chords (hinting at Dirac
fermions with chemical potential turned on [81]), but with simple intersection rules (hinting at
Majorana fermions). Clearly it would be very interesting to find a generalization of the DSSYK
model whose partition functions are computed in terms of our generalized chords. This would
in turn connect the Schur half-index to that model and provide a full-fledged extension of the
proposal for SU(2) SYM in [1].

Connection to Liouville and Toda field theory. There is a known connection between the
double-scaling limit of the SYK model, and 2d Liouville theory on a Möbius strip with non-
conformal boundary conditions. In fact, one can show directly (see Appendix H of [82]) that
performing perturbation theory in the cosmological constant of Liouville on a Möbius strip
gives rise to the same DSSYK chord diagrams. Motivated by the AGT correspondence [2] and
its higher rank extension [9], one can ask whether AN−1 Toda theory on a Möbius strip is a
natural candidate for the chord counting problems that give rise to the Schur half-index. By
diagonalising the exponential term within the Toda field theory action, one can show that per-
forming perturbation theory in the cosmological constant yields a chord counting problem with
N − 1 colors of chords, where the bulk intersection weights are given (in oscillator language)
by

[ai , a†
j ]qCi j = δi j , (217)

with Ci j the entries of the AN−1 Cartan matrix. Computing the partition functions of multi-
colored chord counting constructions are open problems in the literature. Since the Cartan
matrix is non-diagonal one needs to keep track of the ordering in which the chords appear,
rendering the problem very difficult to solve. Nevertheless, one can compute such moments
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for low values of k. To the best of our knowledge, we cannot reconcile the Toda chord counting
problem with the index chord counting problem. Moreover, there is no mechanism within the
standard Toda Lagrangian that would give rise to the kind of color changing vertex rules we
see on the boundary for the index counting problem. It would be very interesting to explore
other proposals that may connect these two points of view.

Holographic Interpretation. In section 5.2 we showed that in the q→ 1 limit the relativistic
Toda chain reduces to the classical Toda chain.17 For the SU(2) case this limit gives rise to
Liouville quantum mechanics (LQM)

H = k2 + e−l̃ . (218)

The relevance of LQM to the SYK model was first discussed in [83], and its holographic inter-
pretation in JT gravity was explained in [22, 84]. The phase space of pure JT gravity is two-
dimensional: it can be described using the (renormalised) distance between the two asymp-
totic boundaries of AdS2, l̃ and its canonical conjugate momentum k and their dynamics is
governed by the Hamiltonian (218).

There are two notable checks of this correspondence. First, the JT gravity partition func-
tion [23,85–87] on the disk topology matches a survival amplitude in LQM:

ZJT gravity(β) = 〈0|e−βH |0〉LQM

=

∫ ∞

0

dEρ(E)e−βE =
eπ

2/β

4
p
πβ3/2

,
(219)

where the state |0〉 is the zero chord state localized at l̃ = −∞,18 and where the density of
states is

ρ(E) =
sinh(2π

p
E)

4π2
, (220)

which can be obtained both from a gravity computation, but also by taking the q→ 1 limit of
density of states in (187).

Second, an even more detailed check is the matching between the Hartle-Hawking wave
function of the gravity side [84,87] and the Euclidean evolution of the zero chord state:

ΨJT gravity(β/2, l̃) = 〈l̃|e−βH/2|0〉LQM

=

∫ ∞

0

dEρ(E) e−βE/2 23/2Ki2
p

E

�

2e−l̃/2
�

,
(221)

where Kν(z) is the modified Bessel function of the second kind. In fact the first match in (219)
is a consequence of the second, as ZJT(β) =

∫

dl̃ |ΨJT(β/2, l̃)|2.
JT gravity can be recast in the first order formalism as SL(2,R) BF theory [88–93]. This

rewriting suggests a generalization to SL(N ,R) BF theory as a higher spin gravity [94]. In the
SL(2,R) BF theory the formulas for the partition function and the wave function acquire group
theoretical meanings [90, 91]: ρ(E)dE = dµ(s) with E = s2 is the Plancherel measure with s
labeling the principal series representations, the Liouville Hamiltonian is the Casimir, ℓ̃ is the
hyperbolic Gauss-Euler coordinate on SL(2,R), and the Bessel function is a matrix element
of the principal series representation.19 It would be very interesting to perform the analo-
gous SL(N ,R) BF theory computations. We expect that the partition function would match

17For the precise double scaling limit, see (209).
18Due to the infinite shift between the l and l̃ variables.
19The holographic boundary conditions fix the dependence on the other Gauss-Euler coordinates.
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〈0|e−βHToda |0〉 and the wave function, which now is labelled by multiple wormhole “lengths"
appropriate for higher spin gravity, would match 〈l̃i|e−β/2HToda |0〉 in the classical Toda chain.
The corresponding formulas can be extracted from section 5 and the q → 1 limit can be im-
plemented following the methods of [95].
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A Generalities on supersymmetric indices

In this appendix we review the basic ingredients to compute the Schur full and half-indices of
4d N = 2 theories, possibly with the insertion of 3d N = 2 domain walls.

We start by considering the supersymmetric index of 4d N = 1 theories [65, 96, 97] (see
[98, 99] for reviews). This can be defined as a refined Witten index of the theory quantized
on S3 ×R

IN=1 = Tr (−1)Fp j1+ j2+
R0
2 q j2− j1+

R0
2

∏

i

f Ti
i . (A.1)

In this expression, F is the fermion number, j1 and j2 are the Cartan generators of the isometry
group so(4)∼= su(2)1⊕su(2)2 of S3, R0 is the Cartan generator of the U(1)R0

R-symmetry, and
Ti are the generators of global symmetries which commute with one of the supercharges,
which is usually taken to be Q̃−̇. Hence, all the charges that appear in the index (A.1) as the
exponents of the fugacities p, q, fi commute with the supercharges Q̃−̇. The trace is taken over
states that obey the shortening condition of being annihilated by Q̃−̇, which is equivalent to
the condition

δ̃−̇ = E − 2 j2 −
3
2

R0 = 0 , (A.2)

provided that U(1)R0
is taken to be the superconformal R-symmetry.

We can then consider 4d N = 2 SCFTs, which posses an SU(2)R×U(1)r R-symmetry. These
can be thought of as N = 1 theories with a U(1)t global symmetry that is the commutant of
the N = 1 R-symmetry inside the N = 2 R-symmetry. One usually defines (we follow the
conventions of [16])

IN=2 = Tr (−1)Fp j1+ j2−rq j2− j1−r tR+r
∏

i

f Ti
i , (A.3)

where now the trace is taken over states annihilated by Q̃1−̇, which thus obey the condition

δ̃1−̇ = E − 2 j2 − 2R+ r = 0 . (A.4)

One can consider limits of the superconformal index of 4d N = 2 SCFTs that preserve
additional supersymmetries, that is that count states annihilated by more than one supercharge
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[16]. For example, the Schur index is obtained by taking the limit

Schur limit: t→ q . (A.5)

Indeed, it turns out that in this limit all the charges that appear in the index commute not only
with Q̃1−̇, but also with Q1+ and thus obey the additional shortening condition

δ1+ = E + 2 j1 − 2R− r = 0 , (A.6)

which combined with (A.4) gives

E = − j1 + j2 + 2R , r = j1 + j2 . (A.7)

Plugging (A.5)-(A.7) inside (A.3) we find that the Schur index is given by

I = Tr (−1)Fq j2− j1+R , (A.8)

where we recall that the trace is taken over all the states annihilated by Q1+ and Q̃1−̇, which by
the state/operator map correspond to the so called Schur operators. Observe that the Schur
index does not depend on r, hence one can actually define the Schur index also for non-
conformal theories that lack a U(1)r symmetry. An example is the 4d N = 2 SYM, for which
U(1)r is anomalous.

For Lagrangian gauge theories, these indices can be computed by enumerating all the pos-
sible operators constructed from the fundamental fields and that satisfy the shortening con-
ditions, and selecting only those that are gauge invariant. In the case of the Schur index,
the contribution of N = 2 half-hypermultiplets and vector multiplets is given in terms of the
following single letter indices:

i 1
2 H(q) =

q
1
2

1− q
, iV (q) = −

2q
1− q

. (A.9)

The index contributions of all possible operators that can be constructed from these fields is
obtained by taking the plethystic exponential of the single letter indices, which is defined as

PE [ f (x)] = exp

�∞
∑

k=1

1
k

f (xk)

�

. (A.10)

Finally, to select only gauge invariant operators one has to integrate over all gauge fugacities
with the appropriate Vandermonde determinant measure∆(z⃗). For a gauge theory with gauge
algebra g and hypermultiplets in representations Rn this looks as follows:

I =
∮

Trkg

rkg
∏

a=1

dza

2πiza
∆(z⃗)PE

�

iV (q)χadj(z⃗) +
∑

n

�

i 1
2 H(q) fnχRn

(z⃗) + i 1
2 H(q) f

−1
n χRn

(z⃗)
�

�

, (A.11)

where we used the fact that a hyper is made of two half-hypers in conjugate representations
under the gauge group and rotated by a flavor symmetry of fugacity fn. This integral can be
recast in terms of q-Pochhammer symbols (x;q)∞ =

∏∞
k=0(1− xqk) using that

PE
�

x
1− q

�

=
1

(x;q)∞
. (A.12)

The index (A.11) then becomes

I =
(q;q)rkg∞
|Wg|

∮

Trkg

rkg
∏

a=1

dza

2πiza

∏

α (z⃗
α;q)∞ (qz⃗α;q)∞

∏

n

∏

ρn

�

q
1
2 fnz⃗ρn;q

�

∞

�

q
1
2 f −1

n z⃗−ρn;q
�

∞

, (A.13)
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where |Wg| is the order of the Weyl group of g, α are the roots of g and ρn are the weights of

the representation Rn. We also used the short-hand notation z⃗α =
∏rkg

a=1 zαa
a .

Thanks to the additional supersymmetry preserved by the Schur index, one can decorate
it with the insertion of 1

2 -BPS line operators [18]. One can either insert a full or a half line.
In the case of a half Wilson line in a representation R one simply inserts in the integrand of
(A.13) the corresponding character

I =
(q;q)rkg∞
|Wg|

∮

Trkg

rkg
∏

a=1

dza

2πiza

∏

α (z⃗
α;q)∞ (qz⃗α;q)∞

∏

n

∏

ρn

�

q
1
2 fnz⃗ρn;q

�

∞

�

q
1
2 f −1

n z⃗−ρn;q
�

∞

χR(z⃗) , (A.14)

while a full Wilson line amounts to adding two half Wilson lines in conjugate representations

I =
(q;q)2rkg

∞

|Wg|

∮

Trkg

rkg
∏

a=1

dza

2πiza

∏

α (z⃗
α;q)∞ (qz⃗α;q)∞

∏

n

∏

ρn

�

q
1
2 fnz⃗ρn;q

�

∞

�

q
1
2 f −1

n z⃗−ρn;q
�

∞

χR(z⃗)χR(z⃗) . (A.15)

In the main text we are particularly concerned with the Schur half-index [18]. This is
defined as the index of the 4d N = 2 theory in the presence of a 3d boundary that preserves
half of the supersymmetries

I= Tr∂ (−1)Fq j2− j1+R . (A.16)

Due to the presence of the boundary, one has to give boundary conditions to the 4d bulk fields.
In order to describe these, it is useful to decompose the N = 2 multiplets into N = 1 ones.
In particular, the N = 2 vector decomposes into an N = 1 vector and an N = 1 chiral in the
adjoint representation of the gauge group, while the N = 2 hyper decomposes into two N = 1
chirals in conjugate representations. In the present context, the boundary conditions for the
N = 2 vector that we are interested in assign Neumann boundary conditions to the N = 1
vector and Dirichlet to the N = 1 adjoint chiral. For the N = 2 hyper instead, one usually
assigns Neumann to one of the two N = 1 chirals and Dirichlet to the other. Summarizing

N = 2 vector →

¨

N = 1 vector: Neumann,

N = 1 adjoint chiral: Dirichlet,

N = 2 hyper in rep. R →

¨

N = 1 chiral in rep. R: Neumann,

N = 1 chiral in rep. R: Dirichlet.

(A.17)

Notice that this in particular implies that Wilson lines are dynamical on the boundary. Only
the fields that are given Neumann boundary conditions will contribute to the half index, so
that its integrand is roughly the square root of that of (A.13). Decorating the half index with
half Wilson lines (full lines are not allowed for the half index), one has the integral expression

I =
(q;q)rkg∞
|Wg|

∮

Trkg

rkg
∏

a=1

dza

2πiza

∏

α (z⃗
α;q)∞

∏

n

∏

ρn

�

q
1
2 vnz⃗ρn;q

�

∞

χR(z⃗) . (A.18)

Specializing this expression to the 4d N = 2 SU(N) SYM with insertion of various half Wilson
lines one finds the integral (5), where in particular we parametrized the SU(N) fugacities
using U(N) fugacities z1, · · · , zN subject to the tracelessness condition

∏N
a=1 za = 1.

One can consider more general configurations where a 3d domain wall with intrinsic 3d
degrees of freedom is inserted in the 4d theory [3,34,100]. This 3d domain wall does not fully
live on the 3d boundary of the half index. Rather, the domain wall intersects the boundary
of the half index on a 2d sub-boundary. In particular in subsection 4.4 we focused on the
situation in which only 3d N = 2 chiral multiplets lived on this domain wall. To determine

57

https://scipost.org
https://scipost.org/SciPostPhys.20.6.160


SciPost Phys. 20, 160 (2026)

their contribution to the 4d Schur half-index, we first start from the one to the 3d index [101–
105]20

Zchir =

�

q1−Rχ v−1;q
�

∞
�

qRχ v;q
�

∞

, (A.19)

where Rχ is the R-charge of the chiral and v is the fugacity for a possible U(1) global symmetry
that acts on it. However, this 3d N = 2 chiral living on the domain wall should be assigned ei-
ther Neumann or Dirichlet boundary conditions on the boundary of the half-index. Depending
on this choice we will have that some of the fields of the chiral multiplet will not contribute to
the index, resulting in the two possible contributions [78,79]

ZNeu
chir =

1
�

qRχ v;q
�

∞

, ZDir
chir =

�

q1−Rχ v−1;q
�

∞ . (A.20)

B Properties of orthogonal polynomials

In this appendix we review a few relevant properties of orthogonal polynomials [106] in the
conventions we used in the main text.

A particularly important class of orthogonal polynomials for our purposes is given by the
Macdonald polynomials [27]. We will focus on the ones of type u(N) first, and then discuss
their specialization corrersponding to those of type su(N). The Macdonald polynomials are
functions of N variables xa for a = 1, · · · , N as well as the deformation parameters q, t, and
they are labelled by ordered partitions of N which we denote by λ⃗ = (λ1,λ2, · · · ,λN ) with
λ1 ≥ λ2 ≥ · · · ≥ λN ≥ 0. They are defined as

Pλ⃗( x⃗ : q, t) =Nλ⃗(q, t)



mλ⃗( x⃗) +
∑

µ⃗<λ⃗

uλ⃗µ⃗(q, t)mµ⃗( x⃗)



 . (B.1)

In this expression, the dominance order of partitions is defined as

µ⃗≤ λ⃗ ⇐⇒
k
∑

a=1

µa ≤
k
∑

a=1

λk for 1≤ k ≤ N − 1 and
N
∑

a=1

µa =
N
∑

a=1

λa , (B.2)

and µ⃗ < λ⃗ if one of the inequalities is strict. Moreover, we defined the monomial symmetric
functions as

mλ⃗( x⃗) =
∑

σ∈S′N

N
∏

a=1

xσ(λa)
a , (B.3)

with S′N denoting the distinct permutations of λ⃗= (λ1,λ2, · · · ,λN ), and compared to [27,106]
we introduced the normalization factor

Nλ⃗(q, t) = zλ⃗

N
∏

a=1

1− qλa

1− tλa
, zλ⃗ =

∏

r≥1

rmr mr ! , (B.4)

where we re-expressed the partition as λ⃗= (N lN , · · · , 2l2 , 1l1). The coefficients uλ⃗µ⃗(q, t) do not
admit a closed form expression, but they can be determined algorithmically (see e.g. [107] for
a Mathematica package).

20All magnetic fluxes are turned off in this expression.
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The Macdonald polynomials are orthogonal

∮

TN

N
∏

a=1

dza

2πiza
∆(z⃗;q, t)Pλ⃗(z⃗;q, t)Pν⃗(z⃗;q, t) = δλ⃗,ν⃗ , (B.5)

with respect to the integration measure

∆(z⃗;q, t) =
1
N !

�

(q;q)∞
(t;q)∞

�N N
∏

a<b

�

�

zaz−1
b

�±1
;q
�

∞
�

t
�

zaz−1
b

�±1
;q
�

∞

. (B.6)

They also satisfy various other remarkable properties. One of these is the Cauchy identity

∑

λ⃗

Pλ⃗( x⃗;q, t)Pλ⃗( y⃗;q, t) =
N
∏

a,b=1

(t xa yb;q)∞
(xa yb;q)∞

. (B.7)

Moreover, they are homogeneous in the variables xa with degree |λ|= λ1 + · · ·+λN

Pλ⃗(v x1, · · · , v xN ;q, t) = v|λ|Pλ⃗(v x1, · · · , v xN ;q, t) , (B.8)

and possess the shift property

P(λ1,··· ,λN )( x⃗;q, t) = X P(λ1−1,··· ,λN−1)( x⃗;q, t) , X ≡
N
∏

a=1

xa . (B.9)

One can also label the Macdonald polynomials not with partitions λ⃗ but with a basis cor-
responding to Dynkin labels of u(N)

n⃗= (n1, · · · , nN ) = (λ1 −λ2,λ2 −λ3, · · · ,λN−1 −λN ,λN ) . (B.10)

In the main text we used Dynkin labels rather than partitions.
The Macdonald polynomials are eigenfunctions of the Macdonald-Ruijsenaars difference

operators. We will not give here the explicit expression of these operators in full generality,
but only in the t→ 0 limit. This is because in this limit the Macdonald polynomials reduce to
the q–Whittaker polynomials that we used in the main text

Wλ⃗( x⃗;q) = Pλ⃗( x⃗;q, t= 0) . (B.11)

In this limit the Macdonald-Ruijsenaars difference operators coincide with the Hamiltonians of
the relativistic open Toda chain [26], which for type u(N) can be written as (see e.g. [29,30])

Hr =
∑

Ir

X
1−δi1,1

i1
X

1−δi2−i1,1

i2
· · · X

1−δir−ir−1,1

ir
Di1 · · · Dir , r = 1, · · · , N , (B.12)

where the sum is over ordered subsets Ir = {i1 < i2, · · · , ir} of 1,2, · · · , N and we defined

Xa = 1− qpa+1−pa+1 , Da fp1,··· ,pN
= fp1,··· ,pa−1,pa+1,pa+1,··· ,pN

, (B.13)

with the action of Da being expressed in the Dynkin label basis (B.10).
For our purposes, we need the analogous properties (B.5)-(B.7)-(B.8)-(B.9) but for the q-

Whittaker polynomials. These are easily obtained by just considering the t→ 0 limit. We find
that the q-Whittaker polynomials are orthogonal

∮

TN

N
∏

a=1

dza

2πiza
∆(z⃗;q)Wλ⃗(z⃗;q)Wν⃗(z⃗;q) = δλ⃗,ν⃗ , (B.14)

59

https://scipost.org
https://scipost.org/SciPostPhys.20.6.160


SciPost Phys. 20, 160 (2026)

with respect to the integration measure

∆(z⃗;q) =
(q;q)N∞

N !

N
∏

a<b

�

�

zaz−1
b

�±1
;q
�

∞
, (B.15)

they satisfy the Cauchy identity

∑

λ⃗

Wλ⃗( x⃗;q)Wλ⃗( y⃗;q) =
N
∏

a,b=1

1
(xa yb;q)∞

, (B.16)

they are homogeneous

Wλ⃗(v x1, · · · , v xN ;q) = v|λ|Wλ⃗(x1, · · · , xN ;q) , (B.17)

and they possess the shift property

W(λ1,··· ,λN )( x⃗;q) = X W(λ1−1,··· ,λN−1)( x⃗;q) , X ≡
N
∏

a=1

xa . (B.18)

As mentioned at the beginning of this appendix, so far we have focused on the orthogonal
polynomials of type u(N). However, in the main text we mainly used those of type su(N). The
latter can be obtained from the former by just setting

su(N) condition: X =
N
∏

a=1

xa = 1 , λN = 0 . (B.19)

In the following and in the main text we denote by Wn⃗( x⃗;q) the q-Whittaker polynomials of
type su(N) and in the Dynkin label basis n⃗= (n1, · · · , nN−1) ∈ NN−1

0 .
We would like to conclude this appendix by providing a proof of the relation (194) for the

q-Whittaker polynomials of type su(N)

∑

m⃗∈NN−1
0

v
∑N−1

j=1 jm jWm⃗( x⃗;q)Wm⃗( y⃗;q)

�

�

�

�

∏

a xa=
∏

a ya=1

=

�

vN ;q
�

∞
∏N

a,b=1 (v xa yb;q)∞

�

�

�

�

∏

a xa=
∏

a ya=1

, (B.20)

where (194) is obtained by taking v = q∆. For this, we start from the Cauchy identity (B.16)
for type u(N) q-Whittaker and rewrite the l.h.s using (B.18) for λN times
∑

λN≥0

W(λN )(X ;q)W(λN )(Y ;q)
∑

λ1,··· ,λN−1
λ1≥···≥λN−1≥λN

W(λ1−λN ,··· ,λN−1−λN ,0)( x⃗;q)W(λ1−λN ,··· ,λN−1−λN ,0)( y⃗;q)

=
N
∏

a,b=1

1
(xa yb;q)∞

. (B.21)

where we defined X =
∏N

a=1 xa and Y =
∏N

a=1 ya, and we used the fact that the u(1) q-
Whittaker polynomials are simply W(λN )(X ;q) = XλN . Next, we perform the redefinition in
the sum on the second line

λi → λi +λN , i = 1, · · · , N − 1 , (B.22)

so to make it independent from the first sum over λN
∑

λN≥0

W(λN )(X ;q)W(λN )(Y ;q)
∑

λ1,··· ,λN−1
λ1≥···≥λN−1≥0

W(λ1,··· ,λN−1,0)( x⃗;q)W(λ1,··· ,λN−1,0)( y⃗;q)

=
N
∏

a,b=1

1
(xa yb;q)∞

. (B.23)
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This allows us to evaluate the sum over λN of the u(1) q-Whittaker polynomials using the
Cauchy identity for N = 1

∑

λ1,··· ,λN−1
λ1≥···λN−1≥0

W(λ1,··· ,λN−1,0)( x⃗;q)W(λ1,··· ,λN−1,0)( y⃗;q) =
(X Y ;q)∞

∏N
a,b=1 (xa yb;q)∞

. (B.24)

We now perform the rescaling

xa→ v xa , a = 1, · · · , N , (B.25)

which after using the homogeneity property (B.17) gives us

∑

λ1,··· ,λN−1
λ1≥···λN−1≥0

v|λ|W(λ1,··· ,λN−1,0)( x⃗;q)W(λ1,··· ,λN−1,0)( y⃗;q) =

�

vN X Y ;q
�

∞
∏N

a,b=1 (v xa yb;q)∞
. (B.26)

The desired result (B.20) is obtained by using the map (B.10) from partitions to Dynkin labels
and imposing the su(N) conditions X = Y = 1 on the fugacities.

C Deriving ASchur identities

C.1 Constructing commutation relations for Ui,±

In this appendix we explain the strategy to derive the relations (28)-(29) for the product of
pairs of the Ui,± in the SU(3) case. We focus in particular on the first equation in (28) for the
case i = 1 and j = 3. All the other relations are derived similarly.

By using the definitions (26) we first note that

U1,+U3,+ =
q

(1− V2V−1
1 )(1− V3V−1

1 )
U1

q

(1− V1V−1
3 )(1− V2V−1

3 )
U3

=
q2

(1− V2V−1
1 )(1− V3V−1

1 )(1− qV1V−1
3 )(1− V2V−1

3 )
U1U3 ,

(C.1)

where we commuted U1 across the rational function of the Vi using the q-Weyl algebra (25).
Similarly

U3,+U1,+ =
q

(1− V1V−1
3 )(1− V2V−1

3 )
U3

q

(1− V2V−1
1 )(1− V3V−1

1 )
U1

=
q2

(1− V1V−1
3 )(1− V2V−1

3 )(1− V2V−1
1 )(1− qV3V−1

1 )
U3U1 .

(C.2)

By comparing these two expressions and using that U1 and U3 commute, we get the desired
result

U1,+U3,+ =
(1− qV3V−1

1 )(1− V1V−1
3 )

(1− V3V−1
1 )(1− qV1V−1

3 )
U3,+U1,+ =

V1 − qV3

qV1 − V3
U3,+U1,+ . (C.3)

The other results can be derived analogously.
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C.2 Other Dyonic lines

In section 2.2 we explained how to express some of the dyonic lines of the SU(N) SYM, which
we denoted hn,m in (21), in terms of the q-Weyl algebra variables Vi , Ui,±. In this section we
introduce other possible dyonic lines that one could consider and show that they are actually
not independent from the hn,m. For SU(3) there are no other dyonic lines, so the hn,m are
enough to cover all of them.

As we did in section 2.2 for the hn,m, we start from the U(N) dyonic lines with minimal
magnetic fluxes

F+ = (0, · · · , 0, 1) , F− = (−1,0, · · · , 0) . (C.4)

These break the gauge group as U(N)→ U(1)×U(N −1), so we can then dress the line oper-
ators with characters either for the U(1) or the U(N) part. In section 2.2 we only considered
dressing by the U(1) part, which led us to define the U(N) dyonic lines H±1,n in (19). However,
we can also consider the U(N) dyonic lines with dressing for the U(N − 1) part

H̃±1,n =
N
∑

i=1

q±
n
2

� N
∑

j ̸=i

V sgn(n)
j

�|n|

Ui,± . (C.5)

Note that for positive n we dress by powers of the fundamental representation of the residual
U(N −1), while for negative n we have the antifundamental representation. In both cases this
gives an electric charge of qe = n to the dyonic line.

From the U(N) operators we can then build SU(N) dyonic lines with the minimal SU(N)
magnetic flux

F = (−1,0, · · · , 0, 1) . (C.6)

Some are the hn,m we defined in (21), but here we want to consider also

h̃n,m = H̃1,nH̃−1,m . (C.7)

Similarly to the hn,m, these also have charge qe = n+m under the electric 1-form symmetry.
We will now show how to re-express the dyonic lines h̃n,m in terms of the dyonic lines hn,m

and the Wilson lines WRr
. We will give this proof for generic SU(N), and use its conclusion to

argue that we have indeed constructed all dyonic line operators for SU(3). First, let us prove
a small result concerning commutators of the U(N) dyonic lines with the fundamental Wilson
line that will be useful later

[H±1,n, W[1,0,...,0]] = ±(q
1
2 − q−

1
2 )H±1,n+1 . (C.8)

To prove this, we use the definition of the lines, expand it, and simplify using the q-Weyl
algebra (25)

[H±1,n, W[1,0,...,0]] =
N
∑

i=1

N
∑

j=1

q±
n
2 V n

i Ui,±Vj −
N
∑

i=1

N
∑

j=1

q±
n
2 VjV

n
i Ui,±

=
N
∑

i=1

q±
n+2

2 V n+1
i Ui,± +

N
∑

i ̸= j=1

q±
n
2 V n

i VjUi,± −
N
∑

i=1

q±
n
2 V n+1

i Ui,± −
N
∑

i ̸= j=1

q±
n
2 V n

i VjUi,±

= q±
1
2

N
∑

i=1

q±
n+1

2 V n+1
i Ui,± − q∓

1
2

N
∑

i=1

q±
n+1

2 V n+1
i Ui,±

= ±
�

q
1
2 − q−

1
2

�

H±1,n+1 . (C.9)
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A similar proof for the commutator with the antifundamental Wilson line can be constructed,
yielding the result

[H±1,n, W[0,...,0,1]] = ∓(q
1
2 − q−

1
2 )H±1,n−1 . (C.10)

Now we are ready to construct the general proof that we can explicitly express the dyonic
lines h̃n,m in terms of the lines hn,m and Wilson lines WRr

. Let us consider first the case n, m≥ 0
where we get the simple expression

H̃±1,n =
N
∑

i=1

q±
n
2

� N
∑

j ̸=i

Vj

�n

Ui,± . (C.11)

We start by using the identity
N
∑

j ̸=i

Vj =W[1,0,...,0] − Vi . (C.12)

From here, it is simple to rewrite H̃±1,n in terms of H±1,n and the fundamental Wilson line as

H̃±1,n =
N
∑

i=1

q±
n
2 (W[1,0,...,0] − Vi)

nUi,±

=
N
∑

i=1

�

n
k

�

q±
n
2

� n
∑

k=0

W k
[1,0,...,0](−1)n−kV n−k

i

�

Ui,±

=
n
∑

k=0

�

n
k

�

q±
k
2 W k
[1,0,...,0](−1)n−k

� N
∑

i=1

q±
n−k

2 V n−k
i Ui,±

�

=
n
∑

k=0

�

n
k

�

q±
k
2 W k
[1,0,...,0](−1)n−kH±1,n−k .

(C.13)

We can now use these expressions to write down the full h̃n,m as

h̃n,m =
n
∑

k=0

m
∑

l=0

�

n
k

��

m
l

�

q
k
2 W k
[1,0,...,0](−1)n−kH1,n−kq

− l
2 W l
[1,0,...,0](−1)m−l H−1,m−l

=
n
∑

k=0

m
∑

l=0

�

n
k

��

m
l

�

(−1)n+m−k−lq
k−l
2 W k

[1,0,...,0]H1,n−kW l
[1,0,...,0]H−1,m−l .

(C.14)

Since we want this expression in terms of hn,m and not simply H±1,n, we need to commute the
factors W l

[1,0] to the left. In order to do this, we make use of two key facts: the first being (C.8)
that we proved earlier, and the second being the following expression

ABl =
l
∑

p=0

�

l
p

�

Bl−padp
B(A) , (C.15)

where we define the nested commutator

adp
B(A) = [[...[[A, B], B], ..., ]B] , (C.16)

with p commutators. Combining these two facts we see

H1,n−kW l
[1,0] =

l
∑

p=0

�

l
p

�

W l−p
[1,0](q

1
2 − q−

1
2 )pH1,n−k+p . (C.17)
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Inserting this expression into h̃n,m and using the definition of hn,m in terms of H±1,n, we arrive
at our final expression

h̃n,m =
n
∑

k=0

n
∑

l=0

p
∑

l=0

�

n
k

��

m
l

��

l
p

�

(−1)n+m−k−lq
k−l
2 (q

1
2 − q−

1
2 )pW k+l−p

[1,0] hn−k+p,m−l . (C.18)

One can similarly deal with the case of the dyonic lines h̃−n,−m with n, m ≥ 0. Notice
indeed that

N
∑

j ̸=i

V−1
j =W[0,...,0,1] − V−1

i , (C.19)

meaning we can write

H̃±1,−n =
N
∑

i=1

q±
(−n)

2 (W[0,...,0,1] − V−1
i )

nUi,±

=
N
∑

i=1

n
∑

k=0

�

n
k

�

q±
(−n)

2 W k
[0,...,0,1](−1)n−k(V−1

i )
n−kUi,±

=
n
∑

k=0

�

n
k

�

(−1)n−kq∓
k
2 W k
[0,...,0,1]H±1,k−n .

(C.20)

Now we make use of the commutator (C.10) and the expression (C.15) to write

h̃−n,−m =
n
∑

k=0

m
∑

l=0

�

n
k

��

m
l

�

(−1)n+m−k−lq
−k+l

2 W k
[0,...,0,1]H1,k−nW l

[0,...,0,1]H−1,l−m

=
n
∑

k=0

m
∑

l=0

l
∑

p=0

�

n
k

��

m
l

��

l
p

�

(−1)n+m−k−l−pq
−k+l

2 (q
1
2 − q−

1
2 )pW k+l−p

[0,...,0,1]H1,k−n−pH−1,l−m

=
n
∑

k=0

m
∑

l=0

l
∑

p=0

�

n
k

��

m
l

��

l
p

�

(−1)n+m−k−l−pq
−k+l

2 (q
1
2 − q−

1
2 )pW k+l−p

[0,...,0,1]hk−n−p,l−m .

(C.21)

Hence we have expressed the dyonic lines h̃−n,−m in terms of dyonic lines hn,m and the anti-
fundamental Wilson line W[0,...,0,1]. For dyonic lines with mixed positive and negative indices
h̃n,−m and h̃−n,m, one can use the above formulas to derive similar closed form expressions for
them in terms of the lines hn,m and the Wilson lines W[1,0,...,0] and W[0,...,0,1]. This shows that
indeed the h̃n,m are not independent from the hn,m.

We should note that one could also consider SU(N) dyonic lines obtained by multiplying
U(N) lines of different type, namely H1,nH̃−1,m and H̃1,nH−1,m. However, thanks to (C.13)-
(C.20), one can still re-express these in terms of the hn,m and the Wilson lines only. For SU(3),
the dyonic lines considered in this appendix are all the ones of minimal magnetic flux that one
can construct. Hence, for SU(3) it is enough to focus on the hn,m as we did in the main text.

C.3 Proof of the recurrence relations for hn,m

Here we prove the first of the recurrence relations (31). The proofs for the second equation
in (31) and for the relations in (32) work similarly. Before we dive straight into the proof, it
is pertinent to collect some small facts that we will use later.
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Fact 1: The Wilson line W[n+m−2,0] is written in terms of the Weyl character formula, which
can be expressed in the following way:

χ[m+n−2,0](x , y, z) = det





xm+n ym+n zm+n

x y z
1 1 1



det





x2 y2 z2

x y z
1 1 1





−1

, (C.22)

where we recognise the second determinant as the familiar Vandermonde determinant

det





x2 y2 z2

x y z
1 1 1



= (y − x)(z − x)(z − y) . (C.23)

Fact 2: The following equation holds true provided that
∏3

i=1 Vi = 1:

V n
i V m

j Vk = V n−1
i V m−1

j , i ̸= j ̸= k , (C.24)

upon insertion of the SU(3) identity V1V2V3 = 1. This can be easily proven by exhaustion. For
example, if k = 3 we have

V n
i V m

j V3 = V n
i V m

j V−1
i V−1

j = V n−1
i V m−1

j , (C.25)

as required. Another example would be i = 3, j = 2, k = 1

V n
3 V m

2 V1 = V−n
1 V−n

2 V m
2 V1 = V 1−n

1 V m−n
2 = V n−1

3 V m−1
2 . (C.26)

One can show that (C.24) holds for all possible choices of i, j, k = 1, 2,3 with i ̸= j ̸= k in a
similar way.
We are now ready to prove the following statement:

hn,mW[1,0] − q
1
2 hn+1,m − q−

1
2 hn,m+1 − hn−1,m−1 = −q

n+m
2 W[n+m−2,0] . (C.27)

To do so, we will start with the easier task of matching the terms that have non-trivial Ui,±
dependence on either side. Since the Wilson line is a function of Vi only, there are no terms with
a non-trivial Ui,± dependence on the right hand side. On the left hand side, upon substituting
the definition (21) of hm,n, the non-zero Ui± dependent terms are

q
n−m

2

� 3
∑

i ̸= j

V n
i Ui,+V m

j U j,−

�

(V1 + V2 + V3)− q
n−m+2

2

3
∑

i ̸= j

V n+1
i Ui,+V m

j U j,−

− q
n−m−2

2

3
∑

i ̸= j

V n
i Ui,+V m+1

j U j,− − q
n−m

2

3
∑

i ̸= j

V n−1
i Ui,+V m−1

j U j,− .

(C.28)

Note that we sum over i ̸= j, since terms with i = j will fuse into functions of the Vi ’s
according to (29). Since the products Ui,+U j,− with i ̸= j are independent, their Vi dependent
coefficients must vanish for each of them. Let us consider a generic term of the form

�

q
n−m

2 V n
i Ui,+V m

j U j,−

�

(Vi + Vj + Vk)− q
n−m+2

2 V n+1
i Ui,+V m

j U j,−

− q
n−m−2

2 V n
i Ui,+V m+1

j U j,− − q
n−m

2 V n−1
i Ui,+V m−n

j U j,− ,
(C.29)

where i ̸= j ̸= k. Of course under this condition (Vi + Vj + Vk) = (V1 + V2 + V3). Applying the
commutation rules for the q-Weyl algebra, this reduces to

q
n−m

2 (V n
i V m

j Vk − V n−1
i V m−1

j )Ui,+U j,− . (C.30)
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Now we apply Fact 2 and conclude the coefficient of Ui,+U j,− is zero. Thus we have shown
that all Ui,± dependent terms vanish in (C.27).

Next, we will show that the Ui,± independent terms on the left hand side can be rearranged
into the form of the Weyl character (C.22) with x = V1, y = V2, and z = V3. To start, we first
need to rearrange all terms into the form fi(V1, V2, V3)Ui,+Ui,−. Doing so results in

q
n−m

2
�

qmV n+m
1 (V2 + V3)− qm+1V m+n+1

1 − qm−1V m+n−2
1

�

U1,+U1,−

+ q
n−m

2
�

qmV n+m
2 (V1 + V3)− qm+1V m+n+1

2 − qm−1V m+n−2
2

�

U2,+U2,−

+ q
n−m

2
�

qmV n+m
3 (V1 + V2)− qm+1V m+n+1

3 − qm−1V m+n−2
3

�

U3,+U3,− .

(C.31)

Next, we apply (29) so to get

q
n+m

2
�

qV n+m+1
1 + q−1V n+m−2

1 − V n+m
1 (V2 + V3)

� qV 2
1 V2V3

(V1 − V2)(V1 − V3)(qV1 − V2)(qV1 − V3)
(C.32)

+ q
n+m

2
�

qV n+m+1
2 + q−1V n+m−2

2 − V n+m
2 (V1 + V3)

� qV 2
2 V1V3

(V2 − V1)(V2 − V3)(qV2 − V1)(qV2 − V3)

+ q
n+m

2
�

qV n+m+1
3 + q−1V n+m−2

3 − V n+m
3 (V1 + V2)

� qV 2
3 V1V2

(V3 − V1)(V3 − V1)(qV3 − V1)(qV3 − V2)
.

From here, we multiply and divide the first term by (V3−V2), the second by (V1−V3), and the
last by (V2 − V1). This allows us to factorise out the common denominator

1
(V2 − V1)(V3 − V1)(V3 − V2)

, (C.33)

which we recognise as the inverse of the Vandermonde determinant that appears in the Weyl
character formula of Fact 1. The next task is to recover the form of the numerator of the Weyl
character formula. Indeed, we can verify that after stripping the expression of the Vander-
monde determinant, we are left with

q
n+m

2
�

qV n+m+1
1 + q−1V n+m−2

1 − V n+m
1 (V2 + V3)

� qV 2
1 V2V3(V3 − V2)

(qV1 − V2)(qV1 − V3)

+ q
n+m

2
�

qV n+m+1
2 + q−1V n+m−2

2 − V n+m
2 (V1 + V3)

� qV 2
2 V1V3(V1 − V3)

(qV2 − V1)(qV2 − V3)

+ q
n+m

2
�

qV n+m+1
3 + q−1V n+m−2

3 − V n+m
3 (V1 + V2)

� qV 2
3 V1V2(V2 − V1)

(qV3 − V1)(qV3 − V2)
,

(C.34)

which upon inserting V3 = (V1V2)−1, simplifies to

q
n+m

2
�

V n+m
1 − V−n−m+2

1 V−n−m+1
2 + V−n−m+1

1 V−n−m+2
2 − V n+m+1

1 V 2
2 − V n+m

2 + V 2
1 V n+m

2

�

.
(C.35)

Lastly, we can rewrite this expression as

−q
n+m

2 det





V m+n
1 V m+n

2 V−n−m
1 V−n−m

2
V1 V2 V3
1 1 1



 , (C.36)

allowing us to reconstruct the full Weyl character (C.22). This completes the proof of (C.27).
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C.4 Proof of the Dyonic line algebraic relations

In this appendix we provide the proof of the first relation in (37). The proofs of the other
relations in (37)-(38) work similarly.

Using the explicit form of hn,m in terms of the q-Weyl algebra, we have

hn,0 = q
n
2

∑

i, j

V n
i Ui+U j− = q

n
2 V n

1

∑

j

U1+U j− + q
n
2 V n

2

∑

j

U2+U j− + q
n
2 V n

3

∑

j

U3+U j− , (C.37)

and similarly

hn,1 = q
n−1

2

∑

i, j

V n
i Ui+VjU j− = q

n−1
2 V n

1

∑

j

U1+VjU j− + q
n−1

2 V n
2

∑

j

U2+VjU j−

+ q
n−1

2 V n
3

∑

j

U3+VjU j− .
(C.38)

Our goal is to now verify the following three claims:

q
n+2

2 V n
1

∑

j

U1+U j−h0,1 = q
n−1

2 V n
1

∑

j

U1+VjU j−h0,0 ,

q
n+2

2 V n
2

∑

j

U2+U j−h0,1 = q
n−1

2 V n
2

∑

j

U2+VjU j−h0,0 ,

q
n+2

2 V n
3

∑

j

U3+U j−h0,1 = q
n−1

2 V n
3

∑

j

U3+VjU j−h0,0 .

(C.39)

Since V n
i factors out of the above equations, we see that the above equalities are in fact in-

dependent of n. Thus we only have to prove that (C.39) holds true for n = 0. To prove
these statements, one should first expand h0,1 and h0,0 using their q-Weyl definitions (21),
then proceed to commute all of the Vi to the left using the q-Weyl algebra (27), and order the
Ui,± according to the standard ordering U p1

1,+Uq1
1,−U p2

2,+Uq2
2,−U p3

3,+Uq3
3,−, where the pi , qi are some

positive integer powers. Fusing the Ui,+Ui,− using (29) and re-ordering the expression such
that the rational functions of the Vi ’s always appear on the left of the expressions, one can
then verify that the two sides of the equations agree. Indeed, one can perform this substantial
exercise to verify these equalities are indeed true for n= 0, and so we have proven the claim.

C.5 Fusion of bulk and boundary lines

In this section we provide more details for the derivation of the relations in (45) and (49)
encoding the fusion of certain bulk and boundary lines. In particular, we will focus on the
action of the dyonic lines h1,0 and h0,1 on the trivial boundary Wilson line |1∂ 〉, which is the
vacuum of the Hilbert space HSchur. The equations for the action of h−1,0 and h0,−1 are proven
analogously.

The first identity that we would like to prove is

h1,0|1∂ 〉= q
3
2 |W ∂

[1,0]〉= q
3
2 W ∂
[1,0]|1

∂ 〉 . (C.40)

For this, we first write out the definition of h1,0 in terms of the variables Vi and Ui,±

h1,0 = H1,1H−1,0 = q
1
2

� 3
∑

i=1

ViUi,+

�

 

3
∑

j=1

U j,−

!

, (C.41)

which when written in terms of the q-Weyl variables Vi , Ui using (13), becomes

h1,0 = q
3
2

3
∑

i, j=1

Vi
1

∏

k ̸=i(1− VkV−1
i )

Ui
1

∏

l ̸= j(VjV
−1
l − 1)

U−1
j . (C.42)
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The goal is now to commute the Ui to the right hand side of this expression, where we can
then safely apply the action of boundary fusion. Employing the q-Weyl algebra, we see that

h1,0 = q
3
2

3
∑

i, j=1

Vi
1

∏

k ̸=i(1− VkV−1
i )

1
∏

l ̸= j(q
δi j−δil VjV

−1
l − 1)

UiU
−1
j . (C.43)

Acting on the vacuum then gives

h1,0|1∂ 〉= q
3
2

3
∑

i, j=1

Vi
1

∏

k ̸=i(1− VkV−1
i )

1
∏

l ̸= j(q
δi j−δil VjV

−1
l − 1)

|1∂ 〉 , (C.44)

where we used the property that fusing to the boundary is implemented on the q-Weyl variables
Ui by Ui → 1. It is now simply a task of verifying the above rational function of V⃗ simplifies
to the form of the fundamental SU(3) Wilson line

3
∑

i, j=1

Vi
1

∏

k ̸=i(1− VkV−1
i )

1
∏

l ̸= j(q
δi j−δil VjV

−1
l − 1)

= V1 + V2 + V3 . (C.45)

Since this is a function of only Vi , all the variables in this function are commuting, and so it is
just an algebraic exercise to verify that indeed the above equation is true.

Next, we wish to prove the statement

h0,1|1∂ 〉= 0 . (C.46)

Proceeding in the same manner, we expand the dyonic line explicitly in terms of the q-Weyl
algebra variables

h0,1 = H1,0H−1,1 = q−
1
2

� 3
∑

i=1

Ui,+

�

 

3
∑

j=1

VjU j,−

!

= q
1
2

3
∑

i, j=1

1
∏

k ̸=i(1− VkV−1
i )

UiVj
1

∏

l ̸= j(VjV
−1
l − 1)

U−1
j .

(C.47)

Commuting Ui through the expression and acting on the ground state gives

h0,1|1∂ 〉= q
1
2

3
∑

i, j=1

1
∏

k ̸=i(1− VkV−1
i )

qδi j Vj
1

∏

l ̸= j(q
δi j−δil VjV

−1
l − 1)

|1∂ 〉 . (C.48)

Finally, one can verify the somewhat non-trivial looking identity

3
∑

i, j=1

1
∏

k ̸=i(1− VkV−1
i )

qδi j Vj
1

∏

l ̸= j(q
δi j−δil VjV

−1
l − 1)

= 0 , (C.49)

thus proving the dyonic line h0,1 annihilates the ground state of the Schur Hilbert space.
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[73] P. L. Erdős and L. Székely, Applications of antilexicographic order. I. An enumerative theory
of trees, Adv. Appl. Math. 10, 488 (1989), doi:10.1016/0196-8858(89)90026-2.

[74] M. Sacchi, O. Sela and G. Zafrir, Compactifying 5d superconformal field theories to
3d, J. High Energy Phys. 09, 149 (2021), doi:10.1007/JHEP09(2021)149 [preprint
doi:10.48550/arXiv.2105.01497].

[75] M. Sacchi, O. Sela and G. Zafrir, On the 3d compactifications of 5d SCFTs as-
sociated with SU(N + 1) gauge theories, J. High Energy Phys. 05, 053 (2022),
doi:10.1007/JHEP05(2022)053 [preprint doi:10.48550/arXiv.2111.12745].

73

https://scipost.org
https://scipost.org/SciPostPhys.20.6.160
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP11(2015)155
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1507.00261
https://doi.org/10.1088/1751-8121/aa60fe
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1608.02968
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP06(2011)025
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1003.1112
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11005-021-01355-8
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1807.04278
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nuclphysb.2009.01.028
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.0801.4947
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1006.3435
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP01(2016)040
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1506.00265
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP08(2013)115
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1305.0318
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP02(2015)172
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1412.5148
https://eudml.org/doc/65219
https://doi.org/10.1090/S0002-9904-1947-08742-5
https://doi.org/10.1016/0196-8858(89)90026-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP09(2021)149
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2105.01497
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP05(2022)053
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2111.12745


SciPost Phys. 20, 160 (2026)

[76] D. Gaiotto and H.-C. Kim, Duality walls and defects in 5d N = 1 theories,
J. High Energy Phys. 01, 019 (2017), doi:10.1007/JHEP01(2017)019 [preprint
doi:10.48550/arXiv.1506.03871].

[77] A. P. Braun, E. Sabag, M. Sacchi and S. Schäfer-Nameki, G2-manifolds from
4d N = 1 theories, part I: Domain walls, SciPost Phys. 17, 102 (2024),
doi:10.21468/SciPostPhys.17.4.102 [preprint doi:10.48550/arXiv.2304.01193].

[78] Y. Yoshida and K. Sugiyama, Localization of three-dimensionalN = 2 supersymmetric the-
ories on S1 ×D2, Prog. Theor. Exp. Phys., 113B02 (2020), doi:10.1093/ptep/ptaa136
[preprint doi:10.48550/arXiv.1409.6713].

[79] T. Dimofte, D. Gaiotto and N. M. Paquette, Dual boundary conditions in 3d SCFT’s,
J. High Energy Phys. 05, 060 (2018), doi:10.1007/JHEP05(2018)060 [preprint
doi:10.48550/arXiv.1712.07654].

[80] H. Verlinde, Double-scaled SYK, chords and de Sitter gravity, J. High Energy Phys. 03, 076
(2025), doi:10.1007/JHEP03(2025)076 [preprint doi:10.48550/arXiv.2402.00635].

[81] M. Berkooz, V. Narovlansky and H. Raj, Complex Sachdev-Ye-Kitaev model in the double
scaling limit, J. High Energy Phys. 02, 113 (2021), doi:10.1007/JHEP02(2021)113
[preprint doi:10.48550/arXiv.2006.13983].

[82] H. W. Lin and D. Stanford, A symmetry algebra in double-scaled SYK, Sci-
Post Phys. 15, 234 (2023), doi:10.21468/SciPostPhys.15.6.234 [preprint
doi:10.48550/arXiv.2307.15725].

[83] D. Bagrets, A. Altland and A. Kamenev, Sachdev-Ye-Kitaev model as Liouville quan-
tum mechanics, Nucl. Phys. B 911, 191 (2016), doi:10.1016/j.nuclphysb.2016.08.002
[preprint doi:10.48550/arXiv.1607.00694].

[84] D. Harlow and D. Jafferis, The factorization problem in Jackiw-Teitelboim gravity,
J. High Energy Phys. 02, 177 (2020), doi:10.1007/JHEP02(2020)177 [preprint
doi:10.48550/arXiv.1804.01081].

[85] D. Stanford and E. Witten, Fermionic localization of the Schwarzian theory, J.
High Energy Phys. 10, 008 (2017), doi:10.1007/JHEP10(2017)008 [preprint
doi:10.48550/arXiv.1703.04612].

[86] T. G. Mertens, G. J. Turiaci and H. L. Verlinde, Solving the Schwarzian via the confor-
mal bootstrap, J. High Energy Phys. 08, 136 (2017), doi:10.1007/JHEP08(2017)136
[preprint doi:10.48550/arXiv.1705.08408].

[87] Z. Yang, The quantum gravity dynamics of near extremal black holes, J.
High Energy Phys. 05, 205 (2019), doi:10.1007/JHEP05(2019)205 [preprint
doi:10.48550/arXiv.1809.08647].

[88] D. Grumiller, R. McNees, J. Salzer, C. Valcárcel and D. Vassilevich, Menagerie
of AdS2 boundary conditions, J. High Energy Phys. 10, 203 (2017),
doi:10.1007/JHEP10(2017)203 [preprint doi:10.48550/arXiv.1708.08471].

[89] T. G. Mertens, The Schwarzian theory – Origins, J. High Energy Phys. 05, 036 (2018),
doi:10.1007/JHEP05(2018)036 [preprint doi:10.48550/arXiv.1801.09605].

74

https://scipost.org
https://scipost.org/SciPostPhys.20.6.160
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP01(2017)019
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1506.03871
https://doi.org/10.21468/SciPostPhys.17.4.102
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2304.01193
https://doi.org/10.1093/ptep/ptaa136
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1409.6713
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP05(2018)060
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1712.07654
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP03(2025)076
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2402.00635
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP02(2021)113
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2006.13983
https://doi.org/10.21468/SciPostPhys.15.6.234
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2307.15725
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nuclphysb.2016.08.002
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1607.00694
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP02(2020)177
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1804.01081
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP10(2017)008
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1703.04612
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP08(2017)136
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1705.08408
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP05(2019)205
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1809.08647
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP10(2017)203
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1708.08471
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP05(2018)036
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1801.09605


SciPost Phys. 20, 160 (2026)

[90] A. Blommaert, T. G. Mertens and H. Verschelde, Fine structure of Jackiw-Teitelboim
quantum gravity, J. High Energy Phys. 09, 066 (2019), doi:10.1007/JHEP09(2019)066
[preprint doi:10.48550/arXiv.1812.00918].

[91] A. Blommaert, T. G. Mertens and H. Verschelde, The Schwarzian theory — A Wilson
line perspective, J. High Energy Phys. 12, 022 (2018), doi:10.1007/JHEP12(2018)022
[preprint doi:10.48550/arXiv.1806.07765].

[92] P. Saad, S. H. Shenker and D. Stanford, JT gravity as a matrix integral, (arXiv preprint)
doi:10.48550/arXiv.1903.11115.

[93] L. V. Iliesiu, S. S. Pufu, H. Verlinde and Y. Wang, An exact quantiza-
tion of Jackiw-Teitelboim gravity, J. High Energy Phys. 11, 091 (2019),
doi:10.1007/JHEP11(2019)091 [preprint doi:10.48550/arXiv.1905.02726].

[94] H. A. González, D. Grumiller and J. Salzer, Towards a bulk description of higher spin
SYK, J. High Energy Phys. 05, 083 (2018), doi:10.1007/JHEP05(2018)083 [preprint
doi:10.48550/arXiv.1802.01562].

[95] B. Mukhametzhanov, Large p SYK from chord diagrams, J. High Energy Phys. 09, 154
(2023), doi:10.1007/JHEP09(2023)154 [preprint doi:10.48550/arXiv.2303.03474].

[96] J. Kinney, J. Maldacena, S. Minwalla and S. Raju, An index for 4 dimensional super
conformal theories, Commun. Math. Phys. 275, 209 (2007), doi:10.1007/s00220-007-
0258-7 [preprint doi:10.48550/arXiv.hep-th/0510251].

[97] C. Römelsberger, Counting chiral primaries in N = 1, d= 4 superconformal field theo-
ries, Nucl. Phys. B 747, 329 (2006), doi:10.1016/j.nuclphysb.2006.03.037 [preprint
doi:10.48550/arXiv.hep-th/0510060].

[98] L. Rastelli and S. S. Razamat, The supersymmetric index in four dimensions, J.
Phys. A: Math. Theor. 50, 443013 (2017), doi:10.1088/1751-8121/aa76a6 [preprint
doi:10.48550/arXiv.1608.02965].

[99] A. Gadde, Lectures on the superconformal index, J. Phys. A: Math. Theor. 55, 063001
(2022), doi:10.1088/1751-8121/ac42ac [preprint doi:10.48550/arXiv.2006.13630].

[100] D. Gang, E. Koh and K. Lee, Superconformal index with duality domain wall,
J. High Energy Phys. 10, 187 (2012), doi:10.1007/JHEP10(2012)187 [preprint
doi:10.48550/arXiv.1205.0069].

[101] J. Bhattacharya, S. Bhattacharyya, S. Minwalla and S. Raju, Indices for superconfor-
mal field theories in 3, 5 and 6 dimensions, J. High Energy Phys. 02, 064 (2008),
doi:10.1088/1126-6708/2008/02/064 [preprint doi:10.48550/arXiv.0801.1435].

[102] J. Bhattacharya and S. Minwalla, Superconformal indices for N = 6 Chern Simons the-
ories, J. High Energy Phys. 01, 014 (2009), doi:10.1088/1126-6708/2009/01/014
[preprint doi:10.48550/arXiv.0806.3251].

[103] S. Kim, The complete superconformal index for N = 6 Chern-Simons theory,
Nucl. Phys. B 821, 241 (2009), doi:10.1016/j.nuclphysb.2009.06.025 [preprint
doi:10.48550/arXiv.0903.4172].

[104] Y. Imamura and S. Yokoyama, Index for three dimensional superconformal field the-
ories with general R-charge assignments, J. High Energy Phys. 04, 007 (2011),
doi:10.1007/JHEP04(2011)007 [preprint doi:10.48550/arXiv.1101.0557].

75

https://scipost.org
https://scipost.org/SciPostPhys.20.6.160
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP09(2019)066
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1812.00918
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP12(2018)022
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1806.07765
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1903.11115
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP11(2019)091
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1905.02726
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP05(2018)083
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1802.01562
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP09(2023)154
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2303.03474
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00220-007-0258-7
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00220-007-0258-7
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.hep-th/0510251
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nuclphysb.2006.03.037
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.hep-th/0510060
https://doi.org/10.1088/1751-8121/aa76a6
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1608.02965
https://doi.org/10.1088/1751-8121/ac42ac
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2006.13630
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP10(2012)187
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1205.0069
https://doi.org/10.1088/1126-6708/2008/02/064
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.0801.1435
https://doi.org/10.1088/1126-6708/2009/01/014
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.0806.3251
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nuclphysb.2009.06.025
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.0903.4172
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP04(2011)007
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1101.0557


SciPost Phys. 20, 160 (2026)

[105] A. Kapustin and B. Willett, Generalized superconformal index for three dimensional field
theories, (arXiv preprint) doi:10.48550/arXiv.1106.2484.

[106] I. G. Macdonald, Symmetric functions and Hall polynomials, Oxford University Press,
Oxford, UK, ISBN 9780198504504 (1998).

[107] P. Alexandersson. Mathematica-packages, https://github.com/PerAlexandersson/
Mathematica-packages.

76

https://scipost.org
https://scipost.org/SciPostPhys.20.6.160
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.1106.2484
https://github.com/PerAlexandersson/Mathematica-packages
https://github.com/PerAlexandersson/Mathematica-packages

	Introduction and summary
	Schur half-index and q-Weyl representation of ASchur
	Schur indices and the Schur algebra ASchur
	q-Weyl algebra description of ASchur for SU(N)
	Example: ASchur for SU(3) 
	Algebras, modules, and Hilbert spaces

	q-oscillator representation of ASchur
	q-oscillators for SU(N)
	The q-oscillator representation of ASchur for SU(3)
	Map from q-oscillators to ASchur
	Representation of Wilson lines for SU(3)
	Representation of Dyonic lines for SU(3)
	Construction of the hn,m operators
	Conjugation properties of the Dyonic lines
	Identification of the vacuum states

	Representation of the Wilson lines for SU(N)

	Generalized chord counting
	Review: DSSYK and chord counting
	Generalized chord rules for SU(3) line operators
	Fundamental Wilson lines
	Hilbert space interpretation
	Other representations

	SU(N) chord counting problem
	Dyonic lines and domain walls from matter chords
	Matter chords and their q-oscillator realization
	Chord rules for Dyonic lines hn,m
	Matter 2-point function and 3d N=2 domain walls


	Spectral problem for Wilson lines and the Toda chain
	Diagonalization and relativistic open Toda chain
	Limit to the classical open Toda chain

	Comments and outlook
	Generalities on supersymmetric indices
	Properties of orthogonal polynomials
	Deriving ASchur identities
	Constructing commutation relations for Ui,
	Other Dyonic lines
	Proof of the recurrence relations for hn,m 
	Proof of the Dyonic line algebraic relations
	Fusion of bulk and boundary lines

	References

