A tale of heavy metals, railways, plants and pollinators:
the promise of phytoremediation in urban areas
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The research is part of Task 6.1 "Urban Bio-Phytoremediation” within National Center for Biodiversity project. The experimentation
involves the development of environmental recovery systems based on phytoremediation, selecting native tree and shrub species used
for reforestation interventions in the polluted urban areas of northern Italy. The study started in the spring ot 2023 with vegetation
surveys and entomological samplings to assess the ante-operam biodiversity, aiming to design reforestation interventions etfectively.
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The first vegetation and entomological
monitoring activities conducted at the current
state of the polluted areas of the railway yards

demonstrate high biodiversity for all taxa.
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The challenge is to restore a natural environment using
phytoremediation techniques and aiming to increase biodiversity
for all taxa, promoting native species and enhancing the existing
biodiversity without causing harm but rather qualifying it
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