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1 Introduction

The landscape of non-supersymmetric vacua in string theory remains largely unexplored. Two
issues are to blame: without spacetime supersymmetry, one loses both systematic methods
to engineer vacua and a physical principle to argue for stability. In this work, we focus
on the former aspect.

We shall consider specific non-supersymmetric models: ten-dimensional superstrings
that are non-supersymmetric and free of tachyons in the spectrum. These are the heterotic
SO(16)× SO(16) string [1, 2], type 0’B string theory [3, 4], and the Sugimoto orientifold of
type IIB [5]; see [6] for a recent review. Their worldsheet description allows us to capture the
effects of the absence of supersymmetry within the formalism of string perturbation theory.
These effects enter the equations of motion for the massless string modes as string-loop
corrections [7–10]. However, some of these are not corrections at all because their tree-level
counterparts vanish. One such term is the cosmological constant, which vanishes at tree level.
For non-supersymmetric strings, the string-loop corrections to the cosmological constant
term come from non-canceling worldsheet tadpoles and generate a scalar potential for the
dilaton, the only uncharged massless scalar in the three models. Finding flux vacua of
non-supersymmetric strings means solving the equations with the additional deformation
of this scalar tadpole potential.

Lacking supergravity equations, the main approach has been to solve the system of
coupled partial differential equations with sufficiently simple Freund-Rubin-like metrics [11–
16] or cohomogeneity-one backgrounds [17, 18]. In this work, we first identify new AdS vacua
by generalizing the former type. We then proceed to present a strategy for vacuum engineering
that applies to the heterotic SO(16) × SO(16) string. This is based on the properties of
Kaluza-Klein reductions and is somewhat similar to that of [19, 20].
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In the supersymmetric case, one of the key early strategies for solving the supergravity
equations was to reduce the equations of motion to algebraic conditions; this will be one of our
ingredients. To achieve this in the non-supersymmetric cases, one needs to somehow control
both the Ricci and the stress-energy tensors. For the Ricci tensor, there are several options
available, such as Einstein manifolds, products or fibrations involving them, and homogeneous
manifolds. For the stress-energy tensor, we focus on solutions with constant dilaton profiles,
so that eϕ0 acts as the small parameter granting control.1 We must then take care of the
fluxes, in particular of the contractions ιmF · ιnF . We know very little about these in general,
with some exceptions when F defines a G-structure, and again for homogeneous manifolds.

In the non-supersymmetric theories, we face an additional complication: fluxes are
scarce and are usually harmonic forms. Neglecting the contribution of gauge fields, the three
non-supersymmetric strings of interest have a harmonic three-form. If we take this to be
proportional to the real part of an SU(3)-structure, we then need a complex manifold (not
necessarily Kähler) with a trivial canonical bundle, and in particular c1 = 0. At the same
time, the Einstein equations require an Einstein metric with a positive curvature; therefore,
this direction does not show promise.

At first sight, homogeneous manifolds do not seem to fare much better: harmonic three-
forms appear rarely [21], especially in low dimensions. We are thus led to include gauge fields.

With gauge fields, the universal three-form is no longer harmonic, and the techniques
above to control the Ricci and the stress-energy tensors can succeed. This is the setup
that we explore in this work, employing in particular homogeneous manifolds G/H as
internal spaces. We introduce gauge fields in the same way as they would enter Kaluza-
Klein reductions; the gauge curvature F takes values in H, which thus must be a subgroup
of SO(16) × SO(16). This generates the three-form and the gauge fields from a fictitious
higher-dimensional three-form, automatically solving the Bianchi identity dH = −1

2trF ∧ F
and some of the flux equations [19, 20]. The Einstein equations become algebraic, but
they must still be addressed separately. They only allow AdS vacua, but these do exist on
several coset spaces. In particular, for AdS4 we find that F(1, 2; 3) = SU(3)/U(1) × U(1),
CP3 = Sp(2)/Sp(1)×U(1), and S6 = G2/SU(3) admit solutions that are under control, with
gauge groups H = U(1) × U(1), Sp(1) × U(1), and SU(3), respectively.

Our solutions are not scale separated: the Kaluza-Klein and AdS scales are comparable.
In fact, one can argue this for solutions with a product metric and constant dilaton, with
the assumption that m2

KK ∼ R(d), the internal curvature; we present this argument (similar
to that of [22]) in section A. Thus, in this respect, the tadpole term does not improve
the situation relative to supersymmetric strings, just as it does not for the existence of
de Sitter solutions [23].

This paper is organized as follows. Section 2 contains the new vacua of the three non-
supersymmetric ten-dimensional strings that we obtain with the universal three-form field
strength. The heterotic string and the two orientifolds are treated separately because the
supersymmetry-breaking term is different in the two cases. Then, in section 3, we explain our
Kaluza-Klein-inspired approach to include gauge fields by compactifying on homogeneous

1For open strings, this is not necessarily the case. See [15] for an example where eϕ0 is small but
higher-derivative corrections can become relevant.

– 2 –



J
H
E
P
1
2
(
2
0
2
5
)
0
5
7

spaces. After schematically explaining the idea in section 3.1, we set our conventions and
define the building blocks in section 3.2. In section 3.3, we outline the general procedure.
Section 3.4 contains explicit examples of AdS4 vacua for the SO(16) × SO(16) string. We
conclude with section 3.5, providing some observations on the formalism and on the open
questions that remain.

2 Three-form vacua: old and new

For ten-dimensional non-supersymmetric strings, the leading terms in the two-derivative
string-frame action for the massless modes are

S = 2π
(2πℓs)8

∫ √
−g

[
e−2ϕ

(
R+ 4(∂ϕ)2

)
−
∑
k

1
2e

βkϕF 2
k − V (ϕ)

]
, (2.1)

with model-dependent values of k and βk, and with the scalar potential arising at one loop,
V (ϕ) = T1, or at half loop, V (ϕ) = T 1

2
e−ϕ. We use the parameterization

V (ϕ) = Teγϕ , (2.2)

with model-dependent γ, to address both cases with unified notation. Note that T is
positive for the three ten-dimensional tachyon-free strings. In eq. (2.1) we have neglected
the contributions from gauge fields. These will appear in section 3.

Demanding a constant dilaton profile, ϕ = ϕ0, the equations of motion read

RMN =
∑
k

1
2e

(βk+2)ϕ0ιMFk · ιNFk −
k(γ + 2) + βk − γ

8(2γ + 5) e(βk+2)ϕ0F 2
k gMN ,

T eγϕ0 =
∑
k

k − 2βk − 5
2(2γ + 5) eβkϕ0F 2

k .

(2.3)

We now separately analyze the heterotic string with one-loop vacuum energy and the
two orientifolds with half-loop tadpole potentials.

2.1 One-loop heterotic

The only form field in the heterotic SO(16)×SO(16) string is the Kalb-Ramond B2 with
field strength H3, which has β3 = −2. Eq. (2.3) become

Te2ϕ0 = 1
5H

2
3 ,

RMN = 1
2 ιMH3 · ιNH3 −

1
10H

2
3gMN ,

(2.4)

and the positive sign of T requires at least a magnetic H3 flux. In fact, the simplest possibility
is a spacetime of the form MS7 ×X3, with a maximally symmetric seven-dimensional external
spacetime MS7, an Einstein manifold X3, and with a three-form flux proportional to the
internal volume form. This solution is already known [12, 13]. We review it here to introduce
our conventions in the simplest available setup.
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We consider the ten-dimensional metric

ds2 = L2ds2
MS7 +R2

Xds2
X3 , (2.5)

and we normalize the scalar curvatures of MS7 and X3 as

R(7) = 42
L2k , R(3) = 6

R2
X

kX , (2.6)

with k, kX ∈ {−1, 0, 1}. We denote by volX the volume form of X3 and by VolX the volume
of X3 measured in the metric ds2

X , so that∫
X

volX = VolX . (2.7)

In our conventions, flux quantization for a k-form Fk is∫
X
Fk = (2πℓs)k−1nX , (2.8)

with nX ∈ Z. For the MS7 × X3 solution, the three-form flux is

H3 = fXvolX , (2.9)

and the quantization condition in eq. (2.8) reads

nX = VolX
(2πℓs)2 fX . (2.10)

The equations are only compatible with

k = −1 and kX = 1 . (2.11)

Spacetime is therefore AdS7 ×X3, where X3 is an Einstein manifold with positive curvature.
The dilaton and the two radii from eq. (2.4) are

eϕ0 = 5
1
4 (VolX)

1
2 (2πℓs)−1T− 1

2n
− 1

2
X ,

(2πℓs)2

L2 = 5 1
2

12VolXn−1
X ,

(2πℓs)2

R2
X

= 5
1
2 VolXn−1

X ,
(2.12)

where we recast the flux contribution in terms of the magnetic flux number nX . This is the
AdS7 × S3 of [12, 13]. Analogous solutions are obtained by splitting AdS7 as AdSp ×M7−p,
where M is an Einstein manifold with the appropriate negative curvature.

2.1.1 AdS4 × X3 × Y3

The first new class of vacua that we explore is a generalization of AdS7×X3. Instead of a single
internal space threaded by flux, the internal sector consists of two Einstein spaces with two
different fluxes. The ten-dimensional spacetime spits into MS4×X3×Y3, with a three-form flux

H3 = fXvolX + fY volY . (2.13)
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A feature of this class is the selection of a four-dimensional external spacetime. Normalizing
curvatures as in eq. (2.6), the equations of motion from eq. (2.4) become

5Te2ϕ0 = f2
X

R6
X

+ f2
Y

R6
Y

,
3k
L2 = − 1

10

(
f2
X

R6
X

+ f2
Y

R6
Y

)
,

2kX
R2
X

= 2
5
f2
X

R6
X

− 1
10

f2
Y

R6
Y

,
2kY
R2
Y

= 2
5
f2
Y

R6
Y

− 1
10

f2
X

R6
X

.

(2.14)

These are only compatible with k = −1, and the last two are equivalent to

kX
R2
X

+ kY
R2
Y

= 9
2L2 ,

kX
R2
X

− kY
R2
Y

= 1
4

(
f2
X

R6
X

− f2
Y

R6
Y

)
. (2.15)

The first of eq. (2.15) shows that kX and kY cannot both be negative. Three cases remain.
The first case corresponds to2

kX = 1 and kY = 1 , (2.16)

and thus the first of eq. (2.15) is equivalent to setting

1
RX

= 3√
2L

cos θ and 1
RY

= 3√
2L

sin θ , (2.17)

in terms of an angle θ. ϕ0 and L are determined by the first two of eq. (2.14). The remaining
equation, the second of eq. (2.15), is equivalent to(

fX
fY

)2
= 5− 3

(
sin2 θ − cos2 θ

)
5 + 3

(
sin2 θ − cos2 θ

) tan6 θ , (2.18)

in which fX,Y can be replaced with the quantized fluxes nX,Y ∝ fX,Y . For any choice of
fluxes, there is an angle θ ∈ (0, π2 ) that solves eq. (2.18), thus providing a complete solution
with X and Y of positive curvature. The special case with internal spheres and equal fluxes,
fX = fY , will be relevant in section 3.4.

The second case corresponds to

kX = 1 and kY = −1 . (2.19)

Letting
1
RX

= 3√
2L

cosh θ and 1
RY

= 3√
2L

sinh θ , (2.20)

analogous manipulations link the parameter θ to the ratio of the two fluxes,

(
fX
fY

)2
=

5 + 3
(
sinh2 θ + cosh2 θ

)
5− 3

(
sinh2 θ + cosh2 θ

) tanh6 θ . (2.21)

For any choice of quantized fluxes nX,Y ∝ fX,Y , there is a value of θ ∈ (0, log 3
2 ) that solves

eq. (2.21), thus providing a solution with a four-dimensional AdS spacetime and two internal
spaces with curvatures of opposite signs.

2This case already appears in [24].
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The third case corresponds to

kX = 1 and kY = 0 , (2.22)

and takes the explicit form

R2
X = 3 1

2

4 fX , R2
Y = 3 1

2

2 4
3

(
fXf

2
Y

) 1
3 , L2 = 3 5

2

8 fX , eϕ0 = 4
3 3

4
T− 1

2 f
− 1

2
X . (2.23)

To show that these solutions are reliable — small string coupling and large radii — it
suffices to show that the AdS radius L grows parametrically with the flux numbers. For
generic values of θ, this is an immediate consequence of the second of eq. (2.14). For the
special limits of θ, θ ∼ 0 in the first case and θ ∼ 0 or θ ∼ log 3

2 in the second case, reliability
follows from expanding eqs. (2.18) and (2.21), respectively.

A similar AdS3 ×X3 × Y4 solution exists by turning on the dual seven-form flux, with
H3 = fXvolX and H7 = fXY volX ∧ volY . It is only compatible with kX = 1 and kY = −1.
We refrain from displaying it explicitly because the expressions would be more complex and
yet would add little more to the overall picture.

2.1.2 AdS5 × Tp,q

The Freund-Rubin vacua of [12] and the generalized version of section 2.1.1 balance the
contribution of the tadpole potential with those of the curvatures and fluxes. These are not
the only options that follow this strategy. More complex internal manifolds can be employed,
provided they admit a harmonic three-form. For instance, one can consider fibrations in
which the harmonic three-form is not entirely parallel to the base. Here, we consider one
such case, which is a generalization of Tp,q manifolds.

Take an S1 fibration over two Riemann surfaces X and Y with the metric

ds2 = L2dsMS5 +R2(dψ +A)2 +R2
Xds2

X +R2
Y ds2

Y . (2.24)

The connection A controls the S1 fibration. We choose R so that the coordinate ψ along the
circle has period 4π to make the intermediate expressions cleaner. Similar to the previous
examples, we denote the curvatures of the two surfaces by kX,Y ∈ {−1, 0, 1}, and we also
introduce the Euler characteristics χX,Y of X and Y . The curvature F = dA takes the
general form F = F12e

1 ∧ e2 + F34e
3 ∧ e4 in terms of the vielbein,

e1,2 = RX ẽ
1,2 , e3,4 = RY ẽ

3,4 , e5 = R(dψ +A) , (2.25)

where ẽ denotes the vielbeins of the two surfaces with metrics ds2
X,Y . The quantization3 of

the curvature, which computes the first Chern class of the U(1) bundle, leads to

F = 2kXp
χXR2

X

e1 ∧ e2 + 2kY q
χYR2

Y

e3 ∧ e4 , (2.26)

3The period of ψ is 4π; therefore, the quantization condition has an additional factor of 2 when compared
to the usual one. We use the same conventions as those of [25] for the Tp,1 case.
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with p, q ∈ Z. Eq. (2.26) is valid provided that χ ≠ 0 for the two Riemann surfaces. When
χ = 0, one can replace χ

k with an arbitrary positive value proportional to the volume of
the torus.

The harmonic three-form on this S1 fibration is

H3 = h

[
2kXp
R2
XχX

e5 ∧ e1 ∧ e2 − 2kY q
R2
Y χY

e5 ∧ e3 ∧ e4
]
, (2.27)

and flux quantization from eq. (2.8) demands
4hR
ℓ2s

= nH ∈ Z . (2.28)

From eq. (2.4), one finds an AdS5 vacuum with radius L such that

L−2 = T

8 e
2ϕ0 , R2 = 4

5h
2 , h2

(
4p2

χ2
XR

4
X

+ 4q2

χ2
YR

4
Y

)
= 5Te2ϕ0 ,

kX
R2
X

+ kY
R2
Y

= 7
2Te

2ϕ0 ,
kX
R2
X

− kY
R2
Y

= 9
10h

2
(

4p2

χ2
XR

4
X

− 4q2

χ2
YR

4
Y

)
.

(2.29)

The first equation of the second line implies that kX and kY cannot both be negative. Three
separate cases remain.

The first case is when

kX = 1 and kY = 1 . (2.30)

One can parameterize RX,Y with an angle θ ∈ (0, π2 ), letting4

1
RX

=
√

7T
2 eϕ0 cos θ , 1

RY
=
√

7T
2 eϕ0 sin θ . (2.31)

The two remaining equations fix ϕ0 and the angle θ in terms of p, q, the flux nH , and the
two Euler characteristics:

e2ϕ0 = 8
√
5

72
1
Tℓ2s

(
p2

χ2
X

cos4 θ + q2

χ2
Y

sin4 θ

)−1

n−1
H ,(

p

q

)2
=
(
χX
χY

)2 9 + 7 cos(2θ)
9− 7 cos(2θ) tan

4 θ .

(2.32)

For any p, q ̸= 0 there exists a θ that solves the second of eq. (2.32). Hence, these vacua
with an internal Tp,q space always exist, and the complete solution in terms of the free
(integer) parameters p, q, and nH reads

R

ℓs
= n

1
2
H

(20) 1
4
,

h

ℓs
= (20) 1

4n
1
2
H

4 ,
L

ℓs
= 7

2 · 5 1
4

(
p2 cos4 θ + q2 sin4 θ

) 1
2 n

1
2
H ,

eϕ0 = 2 5
2 · 5 1

4

7 (Tℓ2s)−
1
2
(
p2 cos4 θ + q2 sin4 θ

)− 1
2 n

− 1
2

H ,

RX
ℓs

= 7 1
2

4 · 5 1
4

(
p2 cos4 θ + q2 sin4 θ

) 1
2 n

1
2
H(cos θ)

−1 ,

RY
ℓs

= 7 1
2

4 · 5 1
4

(
p2 cos4 θ + q2 sin4 θ

) 1
2 n

1
2
H(sin θ)

−1 ,

(2.33)

4χX,Y = 2 in this case, but we leave them implicit for ease of comparison with later expressions.
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where θ is determined by

9 + 7 cos(2θ)
9− 7 cos(2θ) tan

4 θ =
(
p

q

)2
. (2.34)

The second case is when

kX = 1 and kY = −1 . (2.35)

Here, one can parameterize RX,Y as

1
RX

=
√

7T
2 eϕ0 cosh θ , 1

RY
=
√

7T
2 eϕ0 sinh θ . (2.36)

The two remaining equations fix ϕ0 and θ in terms of p, q, and the flux number. The complete
solution is an S1 fibration over a two-sphere and a Riemann surface of genus g > 0. It reads

R

ℓs
= n

1
2
H

(20) 1
4
,

h

ℓs
= (20) 1

4n
1
2
H

4 ,
L

ℓs
= 7

2 · 5 1
4

(
p2 cosh4 θ + 4

χ2
Y

q2 sinh4 θ

) 1
2

n
1
2
H ,

eϕ0 = 2 5
2 · 5 1

4

7 (Tℓ2s)−
1
2

(
p2 cosh4 θ + 4

χ2
Y

q2 sinh4 θ

)− 1
2

n
− 1

2
H ,

RX
ℓs

= 7 1
2

4 · 5 1
4

(
p2 cosh4 θ + 4

χ2
Y

q2 sinh4 θ

) 1
2

n
1
2
H(cosh θ)

−1 ,

RY
ℓs

= 7 1
2

4 · 5 1
4

(
p2 cosh4 θ + 4

χ2
Y

q2 sinh4 θ

) 1
2

n
1
2
H(sinh θ)

−1 ,

(2.37)

where θ is determined by

9 + 7 cosh(2θ)
9− 7 cosh(2θ) tanh

4 θ = χ2
Y

4

(
p

q

)2
. (2.38)

This has a solution for any choice of non-zero p and q, with θ ∈ (0, 1
2 arccosh

9
7).

The third case is

kX = 1 and kY = 0 . (2.39)

One can still use eq. (2.29) by normalizing the volume of the torus to 1. Formally, one
replaces 2πχY → kY and then takes the kY → 0 limit. The solution is

R

ℓs
∼ h

ℓs
∼ n

1
2
H ,

L

ℓs
∼ RX

ℓs
∼ n

1
2
Hp , eϕ0 ∼ n

− 1
2

H

p
√
Tℓ2s

,
RY
ℓs

∼ n
1
2
H

√
pq . (2.40)

We omit numerical factors because this case can be obtained from the Tp,q vacua after
expanding the expressions as θ → 0, rescaling RY by a factor

√
4π, and taking into account

that the relation between p, q, and θ becomes (p/q)2 ∼ 8θ4.
The three cases are thus parameterized by three integers, p, q, and nH , and by the genera

of the Riemann surfaces. The AdS spacetime is five-dimensional.
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One could try to extend the setup in this section by including an additional S1 fibration,
but we will not explore this possibility in this paper.

Looking more broadly at the problem, the main obstacle to obtaining new solutions
is the necessity of having a harmonic 3-form. Inspired by Tp,q, one could consider more
general homogeneous spaces as internal manifolds. However, a classification along the lines
of [21, 26, 27] leaves only a few possibilities for an internal space with H3 = Z of sufficiently
low dimension. Other examples of the type G/H , with G semisimple and compact, are SU(2)
for n = 3, and SU(3) for n = 8. This leaves no ingredients to build a four-dimensional
external space, except for the product of two three-dimensional manifolds that we have already
explored. Motivated by this, in section 3 we include gauge fields, opening new possibilities
and obtaining four-dimensional vacua with tadpole potentials.

Before delving into this aspect, in section 2.2, we comment on the analogous solutions
of the ten-dimensional non-supersymmetric orientifolds.

2.2 Half-loop orientifold

Similar solutions are possible for the two non-supersymmetric orientifolds, Sugimoto’s USp(32)
model, and the type 0’B string. All fluxes come from Ramond-Ramond fields, and the tadpole
potential has a half-loop origin, so that

βk = 0 , γ = −1 . (2.41)

The allowed values of k are k = 3 for the Sugimoto model and k = 1, 3, and 5 for the
type 0’B theory. In this section, we replace some of the fluxes with their duals, so that
they are always internal.

Eq. (2.3) are equivalent to

Te−ϕ0 =
∑
k

k − 5
6 F 2

k ,

e−2ϕ0RMN =
∑
k

1
2 ιMFk · ιNFk −

k + 1
24 F 2

k gMN .

(2.42)

We choose to focus on F3 and its dual F7 because these are the universal contributions that
both orientifolds have. At the end of this section, we will comment on further options in
type 0’B when one includes the self-dual F5.

The positive sign of T requires the presence of some F7 magnetic flux. The maximum
value for the dimension of the external spacetime is therefore D = 3. The simplest possibility
is to take a three-dimensional maximally symmetric space, MS3, and a single internal seven-
dimensional Einstein manifold. As in the heterotic case, this solution has already been found
in [11, 12]. It consists of the ten-dimensional metric

ds2 = L2ds2
AdS3 +R2

Xds2
X7 , (2.43)

with F7 flux

F7 = fXvolX , (2.44)
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and with a seven-dimensional internal space of positive curvature, kX = 1. In terms of the
flux number, the complete solution is

eϕ0 = 2
7
4 · 3

(
4π2ℓ2sT

)− 3
4 (VolX)

1
4 n

− 1
4

X ,

4π2ℓ2s
L2 = 2

3
4 · 3

(
4π2ℓ2sT

) 1
4 (VolX)

1
4 n

− 1
4

X ,

4π2ℓ2s
R2
X

= 2−
1
4
(
4π2ℓ2sT

) 1
4 (VolX)

1
4 n

− 1
4

X .

(2.45)

2.2.1 AdS3 × X3 × Y4

A generalization, consistent with the first of eq. (2.42), is to consider the product MS3×X3×Y4,
with metric and fluxes

ds2 = L2ds2
MS3 +R2

Xds2
X3 +R2

Y ds2
Y4 ,

F3 = fXvolX ,
F7 = fXY volX ∧ volY .

(2.46)

In this case, the equations are only compatible with

k = −1 , kX = 1 , kY = 1 , (2.47)

and lead to the curvature radii

1
L2 = T

4 e
ϕ0
2f2
XY

(
T
6 e

ϕ0
)4

+ f2
X

f2
XY

(
T
6 e

ϕ0
)4

− f2
X

,

1
R2
X

=

 3Te−ϕ0

f2
XY

(
T
6 e

ϕ0
)4

− f2
X


1
3

,

1
R2
Y

= T

6 e
ϕ0 .

(2.48)

The dilaton ϕ0 is obtained by solving[
f2
XY

(
T
6 e

ϕ0
)4

+ 2f2
X

]3

[
f2
XY

(
T
6 e

ϕ0
)4

− f2
X

]2
T 2

192e
4ϕ0 = 1 . (2.49)

One can then replace fXY and fX with the flux numbers, given by

nXY = fXY
VolXVolY
(2πℓs)6 , nX = fX

VolX
(2πℓs)2 . (2.50)

Note that the denominators in eq. (2.48) must be positive, and thus the flux numbers are
constrained by the sign of T . Consequently, determining the range of nX,XY in which the
solution is reliable is more delicate than in the previous examples. One option is to work
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in a regime where these denominators are small, which lead to an approximate solution
to eq. (2.49), (

T

6 e
ϕ0

)4
∼ f2

X

f2
XY

(
1 + 27

2T
f2
X

fXY

)
. (2.51)

The vacuum is then reliable in the window n2
X ≪ nXY ≪ n3

X .

2.2.2 AdS3 × X2 × Y5

Type 0’B string theory has further options available by turning on F5 and F1 fluxes. The
former is the simplest because the first of eq. (2.42) does not change. The most basic type
of vacuum with F5 and F3 is of the form MS3 × X2 × Y5, with

F7 = fXY volX ∧ volY ,

F5 = fY

[
volY + L3R2

X

R5
Y

volMS3 ∧ volX
]
.

(2.52)

The five-form must be self-dual, and therefore one must take into account the presence of
additional factors of 2 in the equations of motion. These are found to be consistent with

k = −1 , kY = 1 , (2.53)

and the sign of the curvature of X2 depends on the two fluxes. The complete solution
can be obtained from

3Te−ϕ0 = f2
XY

R4
XR

10
Y

,
1
L2 = T

2 e
ϕ0

[
1 + 3

4
f2
Y

f2
XY

R4
X

]
,

kX
R2
X

= T

2 e
ϕ0

[
1− 3

2
f2
Y

f2
XY

R4
X

]
,

1
R2
Y

= T

8 e
ϕ0

[
1 + 3

2
f2
Y

f2
XY

R4
X

]
,

where the third equation determines RX . An option is to take f2
Y

f2
XY
R4
X ≪ 1, which leads

to a reliable vacuum with kX = 1 when n3
XY ≫ n4

Y .

3 Kaluza-Klein approach to the SO(16) × SO(16) heterotic string

From now on, we focus on the heterotic SO(16)× SO(16) string. We have already found an
AdS4 vacuum for it in section 2.1.1, but we now expand our scope and add a background
for the gauge field. We will comment below on the issues that arise when trying to extend
the results of this section to the orientifold theories.

To simplify the equations, we introduce the notation

trF 2 ≡ − ℓ2s
60TrF

2 , (3.1)

where Tr denotes the trace in the adjoint. We include the minus sign in eq. (3.1) because we
use the mathematical convention for the gauge algebra generators, in which the structure
constants are real. This causes the Killing form Tr(TITJ) ≡ −k16δIJ to be negative definite,
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and would make wrong-looking signs appear in the action and equations of motion. In this
language, the two-derivative action is

S = 2π
(2πℓs)8

∫ √
−g

[
e−2ϕ

(
R+ 4(∂ϕ)2 − 1

2H
2 − 1

2trF
2
)
− T

]
. (3.2)

The equations motion and Bianchi identities read

RMN + 2∇M∇Nϕ+ T

2 e
2ϕgMN − 1

2 ιMH · ιNH − 1
2tr ιMF · ιNF = 0 ,

R+ 4∇2ϕ− 4(∂ϕ)2 − 1
2H

2 − 1
2trF 2 = 0 ,

dH = −1
2trF ∧ F , d

(
e−2ϕ⋆H

)
= 0 ,

dAF = 0 , e2ϕdA
(
e−2ϕ⋆F

)
+ F ∧ ⋆H = 0 ,

(3.3)

where
H = dB − 1

2ωYM . (3.4)

The heterotic equations are often given with Riemann-squared terms, especially in the three-
form Bianchi identity. In fact, there is an infinite series of higher-derivative corrections; the
Riemann-squared terms are singled out when F is taken to be small, so that its contribution
can cancel with them. This leads to the standard embedding. In contrast, here we take F
to be large, and the higher-derivative corrections are negligible, as is more often the case
in flux compactifications.

We consider direct products AdS10−d ×Md, with a direct (unwarped) product metric

ds2 = ds2
AdS10−d

+ ds2
d . (3.5)

As in the previous section, we take the dilaton to be constant. The form fields are purely
internal. In this situation, the last two lines in eq. (3.3) remain formally identical, with
the understanding that the forms and the Hodge star are purely internal, and eϕ0 = gs.
The first two in eq. (3.3) become

Rµν = −Tg
2
s

2 gµν , T g2
s =

1
5H

2 + 1
10trF

2 , (3.6a)

Rmn = 1
2 ιmH · ιnH − 1

10H
2gmn +

1
2tr ιmF · ιnF − 1

20trF
2gmn . (3.6b)

Eq. (3.6a) fix the values of gs and of the cosmological constant Λ. The latter is negative,
thus explaining our previously declared focus on AdS. Note that for the orientifold theories,
the right-hand side of the second of eq. (3.6a) is negative if the form fields are internal (see
eq. (2.3)). This would require an AdS space of dimension at most three, with at least an
external H-flux. We will not explore this possibility in this work.

Our strategy to solve the system in eq. (3.6) is to generate a gauge field with a gauge group
H < SO(16)× SO(16) by a formal dimensional reduction on a H-principal fibration. Similar
ideas have been used in the literature before, both in physics and in mathematics [19, 20, 28].
We explain the idea in general and schematic terms in section 3.1; in section 3.2, we spell
it out in detail when the internal space is Md = G/H, which is the case where we found
explicit solutions.
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3.1 Reductions and Bianchi identities

Consider a fiber bundle F ↪→ E → M with fiber F , with a metric that is invariant under
Killing vectors Kα, with commutators [Kα,Kβ] = −fγαβKγ . A natural class of metrics
on the total space E of the bundle is

ds2
E ≡ gBmndxmdxn + gFuvDy

uDyv , (3.7)

with Dyu ≡ dyu +Ku
αA

α. The Aα are connection forms on the base M , with field strength
F = dA+ A ∧ A = dA+ 1

2 [A,A], Fα = dAα + 1
2f

α
βγA

β ∧ Aγ . In this situation, the Ricci
scalar reduces as

RE = RB +RF − 1
2 Kα ·Kβ F

α · F β , (3.8)

where the dots denote the usual pointwise inner products: Fα · F β = 1
2F

α
ijF

βij , while
Kα · Kβ = Ku

αKβu.
In eq. (3.8) we see one of the most remarkable aspects of dimensional reductions: the

Einstein-Hilbert term generates an extra gauge field. The Yang-Mills equations of motion,
d ∗ F + [A, ∗F ] = 0, appear as the Einstein equations REiu = 0. However, the Einstein
equations REij = 0 are RMij − 1

2 Ka ·Kb ιiF
a · ιjF b = 0. In general Ka ·Kb are not constant

on F , so these equations do not really reduce to M .
One possibility to avoid this issue is to take F = H, a group; in other words, to take

the bundle to be principal. Taking the Killing vectors to be the generators rα of the right
multiplication action on H, the index α has the same range as u — namely 1, . . . , dimH

— and gFuvDy
uDyv = trλ2, where

λ = h−1dh+ h−1Ah . (3.9)

This satisfies

dλ+ λ2 = h−1Fh . (3.10)

The heterotic theory also has a three-form H. A natural Ansatz similar to the metric
in eq. (3.7) involves a Chern-Simons term:

HE = HB + 1
2tr

(
λ ∧ dλ+ 2

3λ
3
)
. (3.11)

By eq. (3.10), the Bianchi identity dHE = 0 now reduces to dHB = −1
2trF ∧F , as in eq. (3.3).

More generally, it was shown in [19] that with eqs. (3.7) and (3.11), the equations of motion
of the bosonic string in d = 506 dimensions with H = E8 × E8 or SO(32) reduce to the
bosonic equations of heterotic supergravity with gauge group H.

Our equations (3.3) are slightly different from those of the ordinary heterotic supergravity
because of the one-loop tadpole T , as well as the different gauge group. However, we will
show below that a similar strategy as in [19] works in our case, and we will use it to find AdS
vacua. Indeed, eq. (3.6a) show that with T = 0 such vacua would not exist.

Since the Bianchi identity for H on the base M becomes the closure of a three-form on E,
it is natural to look for spaces with simple metrics that have a natural harmonic three-form.
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This suggests taking E = G, another group. The bundle becomes H ↪→ G → G/H and
the internal space for our AdS vacua is M = G/H. Of course, H is now a subgroup of
SO(16) × SO(16).

In the next sections, we will show in detail how the strategy works.

3.2 Homogeneous spaces

3.2.1 Invariant forms

Let TI be the generators of G, with [TI , TJ ] = fKIJTK . The structure constants satisfy
the Jacobi identities:

f IJ [Kf
J
LM ] = 0 . (3.12)

The one-forms g−1dg = λITI = λiTi + λαTα are left-invariant: they do not change under
the left-multiplication maps Lg0 : g 7→ g0g, for any g0. They satisfy

dλI = −1
2f

I
JKλ

J ∧ λK . (3.13)

They are not invariant under right-multiplications Rg0 : g 7→ gg0. Their Lie derivative under
the infinitesimal generators rI of such maps reads

LrIλ
J = −fJ IKλK . (3.14)

The Killing quadratic form is defined by

Tr (TITJ) = fLIKf
K
JL = kIJ . (3.15)

From now on, we denote by Tr the trace in the adjoint of G. For simple compact groups G,
the Killing form is negative definite; by a change of basis, one may then set

kIJ = −kδIJ (3.16)

for some k > 0. It would be natural to use the Killing form to raise and lower indices, but
we find it easier to define f̃IJK ≡ δILf

L
JK .

For cleaner formulas, we introduce the shorthand notation

λI1...Ik ≡ λI1 ∧ . . . ∧ λIk . (3.17)

We now introduce a subgroup H < G, and the coset space G/H . We divide the generators
into Tα that generate h < g, and Ti that generate its complement k, which we take to be
orthogonal to h with respect to the Killing form; moreover, it can be chosen to satisfy [h, k] ⊂ k

when H is compact or semisimple. In other words, fαiβ = 0.
Specializing the indices of eq. (3.12), one finds several consequences; the following will

be useful later:

f ip[jf
p
kl] + f iα[jf

α
kl] = 0 , f lαkf

k
ij = 2f lk[if

k
j]α , f j iγf

γ
αβ = 2f jk[αf

k
β]i , (3.18a)

f ϵδ[αf
δ
βγ] = 0 , fαβγf

γ
ij = 2fαk[if

k
j]β , fαl[if

l
jk] = 0 . (3.18b)
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Moreover, in terms of k and h, (3.13) reduces to

dλi = −1
2f

i
jkλ

j ∧ λk − f iαjλ
α ∧ λj , (3.19a)

dλα = −1
2f

α
jkλ

j ∧ λk − 1
2f

α
βγλ

β ∧ λγ . (3.19b)

Not all of the λI make sense as forms on G/H. Recall that a tensor with lower indices
(such as a form) on a bundle is the pullback of a tensor on the base if it is horizontal and
invariant, namely annihilated by ιv and Lv for v a vector along the fiber. In our case,
horizontality means selecting the λi and their tensor products. The vertical vectors are the
right-multiplication generators rα; by eq. (3.14), their invariance would require f iαj = 0,
which is rarely the case. Therefore, the λi are usually not the pullback of forms on G/H.
However, consider a higher-rank form Ak = 1

k!Ai1...ikλ
i1...ik . This is horizontal, ιrαAk = 0;

it is invariant if LrαAk = ιrαdAk = 0. In other words, dAk should have no λα. In view of
eq. (3.19a), this becomes the concrete condition

f jα[i1Ai2...ik]j = 0 . (3.20)

This more general condition often admits solutions, as we will see in the examples below.
For more details on invariant forms on coset spaces, see [29, section 3] or [30, section 4.4].

3.2.2 Three-form

We now show how to solve the three-form Bianchi equation.
It is possible to parameterize the general element g ∈ G as g = kh, where k and h are

the exponentials of elements of k, h. Then, g−1dg = h−1dh + h−1(k−1dk)h; in particular,
λiTi = h−1(k−1dk)kh, and eq. (3.9) becomes

λαTα = h−1dh+ h−1Ah , (3.21)

with A ≡ (k−1dk)h; this is by construction a connection on the principal bundle H ↪→ G→
G/H. Using eq. (3.10), one sees that dλα = −1

2f
α
βγλ

β ∧ λγ + (h−1Fh)α. By comparing
with eq. (3.19b), we obtain

h−1Fh = −1
2f

α
jkλ

jkTα . (3.22)

This F is now a curvature on the principal bundle, so its flux quantization properties are
automatically satisfied.

Using eq. (3.21) also gives

d
(
h−1Fh

)
+ [λαTα, h−1Fh] = h−1(dF + [A,F ])h . (3.23)

Moreover, using eqs. (3.12) and (3.19a) — in particular, the last two of eq. (3.18b) — we obtain

d
(
fαjkλ

jk
)
= 2fαjkdλj ∧ λk = −fαjk(f j lpλlp + 2f jβlλβ ∧ λl) ∧ λk

= fαγβf
γ
klλ

kl ∧ λβ .
(3.24)
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Together with the two previous equations, this shows that the Bianchi identity,

dF + [A,F ] = 0 , (3.25)

holds automatically. Note that each Fα is horizontal and invariant, thus defining a form on M .
Now consider the three-form Tr(g−1dg)3 = −k

2 f̃IJKλ
IJK on G. It is closed:

1
3dTr(g

−1dg)3 = −Tr(g−1dg)4 = −Tr(TITJTKTL)λIJKL = 0 , (3.26)

where the last step follows from the cyclicity of the trace. We now investigate how this form
reduces to G/H. Splitting the indices and using again eq. (3.19b), we can write

− 1
3kTr(g

−1dg)3 = 1
6 f̃ijkλ

ijk − λα ∧ dλα − 1
3fαβγλ

αβγ . (3.27)

(We have lowered the index α with δαβ; we will do so from now on.) We automatically get
an expression of the form of eq. (3.11), with its distinctive Chern-Simons-like term. The
latter does not yet define a form on G/H, since the λα are not horizontal. This is related
to the Chern-Simons form not being gauge invariant.

Taking the exterior differential of eq. (3.27) and recalling eq. (3.26), we see that

1
6 d
(
f̃ijkλ

ijk
)
= dλα ∧ dλα + fαβγdλα ∧ λβγ (3.28)

= −1
4fαβγf

α
δϵλ

βγδϵ + (h−1Fh)α ∧ (h−1Fh)α = −1
k
Tr(h−1Fh ∧ h−1Fh)

= −1
k
Tr(F ∧ F ) = Fα ∧ Fα .

In the first step, we used eq. (3.19); in the second, the Jacobi identity f ϵδ[αf
δ
βγ] = 0 from

the first of eq. (3.18b). Eq. (3.28) can also be obtained using eq. (3.19a) and two of eq. (3.18).
We already saw that Fα are horizontal and invariant; eq. (3.28) now shows that the same
holds for f̃ijkλijk.

For future reference, we also notice that the symmetric tensor

qij ≡ fiklfj
kl (3.29)

is invariant. Using eq. (3.18a) repeatedly,

fkαiqkj = fkαifklmfj
lm = −2fiklfkmαfj lm = −2fiklfjmlfmkα = fi

klfmαjfmlk

= −fkαjqik .
(3.30)

3.2.3 Riemann tensor

We now review a formula for the Riemann tensor of homogeneous spaces; see, for instance, [31,
section 7.C] and [32, (4.8)] for equivalent expressions in different formulations.

We introduce a metric and the corresponding vielbein:

ds2 = gijλ
iλj , ea = eai λ

i . (3.31)

We call Eia the inverse vielbein, Eiaebi = δba.
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We use gij to lower the i indices; δab lowers the a indices, as usual. Imposing the
invariance of gij (so that it makes sense on G/H) gives, recalling again eq. (3.14),

gkjf
k
iα + gikf

k
jα = 2f(ij)α = 0 . (3.32)

We also freely use the vielbein to convert indices from i to a and vice versa; for example,
fabc ≡ eaiE

j
bE

k
c f

i
jk. With this notation, we can write

dea = −1
2f

a
bce

b ∧ ec − faαcλ
α ∧ ec . (3.33)

This is the action of d on G; the action of dM , the exterior differential on M = G/H, can
be obtained by replacing λα → (h−1Ah)α, in view of (3.21). Recalling the first structure
equation, dMea + ωab ∧ eb = 0, this leads to an expression for the spin connection on M :

ωab = −Gabcec − fabα(h−1Ah)α , Gabc ≡
1
2(fabc − fbac + fbca) . (3.34)

Using now the second structure equation, dMωab+ωac∧ωcb = 0, a lengthy calculation leads to

Rabcd = Gabef
e
cd + 2Gae[c|Geb|d] + fabαf

α
cd . (3.35)

The Ricci tensor is then Rab = eiae
j
bRij , with

Rij = −1
2f

k
ilfkj

l − 1
2f

k
ilf

l
jk − fk(i|αf

α
j)k +

1
4fiklfj

kl + fklkf(ij)l . (3.36)

3.3 Gauge fields from coset reductions

We now look for solutions to the heterotic SO(16) × SO(16) string on

AdS10−d ×G/H . (3.37)

To illustrate the general strategy, we take the internal metric as

gij = R2δij . (3.38)

We have looked for more general solutions in the individual AdS4 examples below, but we
have found that they all reduce, in fact, to eq. (3.38).

The three-form and the gauge field can be taken proportional to those in eqs. (3.22)
and (3.28),

H = −1
6hR

3f̃ijkλ
ijk , (h−1Fh)α = −1

2ff
α
jkλ

jk . (3.39)

The three-form Bianchi identity from eq. (3.3) is then satisfied with

hR3 = a

2f
2 , a ≡ k16ℓ

2
s

60 , (3.40)

where k16 was introduced after eq. (3.1).
Before proceeding, we want to comment on eq. (3.38). Taking the metric proportional

to the identity, we consider only a subset of the possible vacua. One can try to approach
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the problem in its full generality, but the Einstein equations (section 3.3.1 below) become
less tractable. In fact, leaving the metric implicit results in substantially more complex
equations. These can be simplified because H acts on the coset, and therefore one can split
G/H into H-modules Vr. Assuming that each Vr appears with multiplicity 1, one can choose
a basis so that the most general left-invariant metric is proportional to the identity on each
Vr, gij |Vr = R2

rδij |Vr . This leads to a system of equations for the radii Rr that, in principle,
fixes their values. However, we have not found a way to solve these equations for Rr in
full generality: they contain different combinations of the structure constants with indices
restricted to different H-modules Vr, and the analysis soon becomes dependent on the explicit
coset that one is considering. Since the metric of eq. (3.38) is sufficient for all the examples of
section 3.4, we focus on that case only, leaving the most general setup for future investigations.

3.3.1 Einstein equations

Recall that in our conventions we lower the i indices with the metric and the α indices
with δαβ. The f̃ijk = 1

R2 fijk are totally antisymmetric; on the other hand, fijα = R2f̃ijα =
R2f̃αij = R2fαij . The Ricci tensor in eq. (3.36) simplifies to

Rij =
1
4fiklfj

kl − fkiαf
α
jk . (3.41)

The form contributions are easily computed:

ιiH · ιjH = (hR)2

2 fiklfj
kl , ιiFα · ιjFα = f2

R2 fαikf
α
j
k . (3.42)

The two structures appearing in eq. (3.41) can be related using the Killing form in eq. (3.15):

−kδij = fkilf
l
jk + 2fkiαfαjk ⇒ kd

R2 = fijkf
ijk + 2fijαf ijα . (3.43)

Using eqs. (3.41) and (3.42), the Einstein equations reduce to

γfiklfj
kl +

(
α+ βR2fklmf

klm
)
δij = 0 , (3.44)

with

α = k

2

[
1 +

(
d

20 − 1
)
hR

]
, β = h2R2

60 − hR

40 , γ = −1
4 (hR− 1)2 . (3.45)

Combining eq. (3.44) with its trace gives

γ

(
fiklfj

kl + α

γ + dβ
δij

)
= 0 . (3.46)

Setting to zero the parenthesis requires that fiklfjkl be proportional to the identity,

fiklfj
kl = kMδij . (3.47)

This is a non-trivial requirement on G/H, but it is often realized. We saw in eq. (3.30)
that the left-hand side of eq. (3.47) is an invariant symmetric tensor. For several coset
spaces, there is only one such tensor up to rescaling, so eq. (3.47) is guaranteed to hold. We
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will see that other non-trivial examples exist, where there are several independent invariant
symmetric tensors, and yet eq. (3.47) is satisfied.

Combining eq. (3.47) with eq. (3.46) gives, assuming kM ̸= 0,

hR = 3(d− 20)(k − kM )±
√
9k2(d− 20)2 + 3kMd(40− 3d)(2k − kM )

4(15− d)kM
. (3.48)

For a fixed dimension d, this only depends on the ratio k/kM . Moreover, eq. (3.43) implies
that k ≥ kM , and the trace of eq. (3.47) shows that kM ≥ 0. Therefore, one and only one
solution from eq. (3.48) is positive and real (which is important in view of eq. (3.40)).

In principle, eq. (3.46) allows the second branch γ = 0, which implies h = 1/R. Among
the spaces G/H with dimension d = 6, we did not find any example where γ = 0; in fact,
this is inconsistent with eq. (3.47) and the inequality k ≥ kM . Note that for this reason,
the two branches cannot possibly intersect.

The particular case kM = 0 deserves a separate treatment. The trace of eq. (3.47) shows
that fijk = 0, so that H = 0. Eq. (3.28) is still valid, and now Fα ∧ Fα = 0. The rescaling
parameter f is no longer fixed by the three-form Bianchi identity as in eq. (3.40). Repeating
the analysis above for eq. (3.46) gives

af2

R2 = 40
20− d

. (3.49)

Formally, these are valid solutions to our original system of eq. (3.3). However, the fact that
trF ∧F = 0 means that we can no longer ignore the Riemann2 contributions to the three-form
Bianchi identity. Therefore, we cannot trust the solutions in eq. (3.49). Another perspective
is that flux quantization in such solutions typically fails to fix all continuous parameters,
thus leaving some free moduli; the latter are not protected by supersymmetry, so they are
expected to be lifted by string corrections. Thus, we refrain from discussing eq. (3.49) further.

3.3.2 Form equations of motion

We first consider d ∗H = 0. We provide two arguments to show that this is automatically
satisfied for the three-form of eq. (3.39). The first relies on rewriting ∗d ∗ H = d†H =
−1

2∇
kHkijλ

ij . In terms of the vielbein and the spin connection, in general ∇aHbcd = ∂aHbcd+
3ω[b|i

eEiaH|cd]e. For coset spaces, we can take ω from eq. (3.34). The terms containing A

in ∇aHbcd are proportional to f[i|
l
αHl|jk], which vanishes because H from eq. (3.39) is an

invariant form. The remaining terms in ∇kHkij = 0 give

fkl[ifj]
kl = 0 , (3.50)

which is automatically satisfied.
Alternatively, we can use the definition of the Hodge star on G/H, which in our case

gives ∗λi1...ik = Rd−2k

(d−k)!ϵik+1...id
i1...ikλik+1...id . When evaluating d ∗H , eq. (3.19a) generates two

terms; the term containing λα is proportional to

f̃ijkϵi4[i5...id
ijkf i4 l]α . (3.51)
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Contracting this with a further ϵi5...idlj1j2j3 , we obtain fαl[j1f
l
j2j3], which vanishes by

eq. (3.18).5 The remaining term in d ∗ H gives

∗ d ∗H = (−1)d
2 hR3f̃ijkfl

ijλlk = 0 , (3.52)

which agrees with our previous computation in eq. (3.50).
We now consider the equation of motion for the gauge field. We rewrite it using a

trick similar to eq. (3.23):

h−1(d ∗ F + [A, ∗F ] + F ∧ ∗H)h = d
(
h−1 ∗ Fh

)
+ [λαTα, h−1 ∗ Fh] + h−1Fh ∧ ∗H . (3.53)

The computation now follows the same steps as the one above, which led to eq. (3.52). Recalling
eq. (3.39), the first term on the right-hand side of eq. (3.53), d

(
h−1 ∗ Fh

)
, generates two sub-

terms from eq. (3.19a); one of these cancels with [λβTβ , h−1 ∗ Fh] = Tαf
α
βγλ

β ∧ h−1 ∗ F γh
using the identity

(d− 2)ϵki4...id ijfαijfkγl + ϵli4...id
ijfαβγf

β
ij = 0 , (3.54)

which can be obtained by contracting with ϵli4...i6j1j2 and using one of the Jacobi identities
in eq. (3.18b). The remaining terms assemble into

∗
(
d
(
h−1 ∗ Fh

)
+ [λαTα, h−1 ∗ Fh] + h−1Fh ∧ ∗H

)
= f

2R
2(1 + hR)fαjkf̃ijkλiTα . (3.55)

The Killing form is diagonal by assumption; therefore, 0 = fJαKf
K
iJ = f jαkf

k
ij . It then

follows that eq. (3.53) vanishes.

3.3.3 Corrections

We promised at the beginning of this section that we would work in a regime where the gauge
curvature is large, so that the often quoted curvature corrections to the heterotic equations
of motion and Bianchi identities would be negligible. We now argue that this is indeed the
case for the solutions that we have just found. Recall that this is unlike the usual regime
for Minkowski compactifications of the supersymmetric heterotic string, where the gauge
field terms are small and comparable to the first curvature corrections.

The λi are dimensionless; they can be expressed in terms of coordinates θi with a fixed
range. The physical coordinates xm, which have dimensions of length, have a different index
m. The metric is ds2 = gmndxmdxn = gijλ

iλj ; therefore, gmn is dimensionless while gij has
dimensions of length2, as we saw in eq. (3.38).

With this clarification, in terms of the overall radius R, we see from eq. (3.36) that
Rij ∼ R0. From eq. (3.39), both ιiH · ιjH and H2gij carry dimensions of (hR3)2R−4 = h2R2.
Finally, both tr(ιiF ·ιjF ) and trF 2gij have dimensions of ℓ2sf2R−2. Using eqs. (3.40) and (3.48),
we see that all the terms in eq. (3.6b) — after converting the indices to i, j — are of the
same order (as they should), namely R0.

5We have obtained that ∗H is an invariant form, eq. (3.20): d ∗H does not contain a λα term. This was
expected, given that both H and the metric are invariant.

– 20 –



J
H
E
P
1
2
(
2
0
2
5
)
0
5
7

The leading correction to eq. (3.6b) is proportional to

R+
mpqrR

+pqr
n , (3.56)

where R+
mnpq = Rmnpq−∇[pHq]mn− 1

2Hmr[pHq]n
r is the curvature of (Γ+ 1

2H)mnp. Converting
the a indices to i in eq. (3.35) gives Rijkl ∼ R2. So Rii1i2i3Rj i1i2i3 ∼ R−2. The terms of the
form R∇H and HH in eq. (3.56) are of the same order. Therefore, these are parametrically
smaller than the terms already present in eq. (3.6b).

The parameter R is not a modulus: it is quantized by demanding that the gauge
field Chern classes ck be integers. Control is achieved when the ck are large: for example,∫
tr(F ∧F ) ∼ f2 ∼ ℓ−2

s R2. As we anticipated, this regime is quite different from the standard
embedding used in Minkowski compactifications of the supersymmetric heterotic string, where
famously the Chern classes of the gauge bundle are fixed to be equal to those of TM ; in
other words, in that case the F ∧ F and R ∧R terms are of the same order and must both
be taken into account, whereas in our situation F ∧ F dominates over the R ∧R terms.

3.4 Examples of AdS4 vacua

We now provide more details for some particular G/H of dimension six, with external space
AdS4. This is both to make our strategy more concrete, to work out flux quantization, and
to check that there are no solutions beyond the Ansatz of eq. (3.38).

Compact, simply connected coset spaces G/H with G simple were classified in [33].6 In
six dimensions, denoting homeomorphisms by ∼= (see also [26]), we have

• SU(3)/U(1)2 ∼= the flag manifold F(1, 2; 3);

• Sp(2)/(Sp(1)×U(1)) ∼= CP3;

• G2/SU(3) ∼= S6;

• SO(7)/SO(6) ∼= S6;

• SU(4)/U(3) ∼= CP3;

• SO(5)/(SO(3)× SO(2)) ∼= the real Grassmannian G2,5 (∼= a complex quadric in CP4).

Note that none of these has H3 ̸= 0, in agreement with our comments at the end of
section 2.1.2.

3.4.1 AdS4 × F(1, 2; 3)

The flag manifold F(1, 2; 3) is the space of nested lines and planes in C3. It is the coset
SU(3)/U(1)2, so that the Kaluza-Klein approach involves two U(1) gauge fields embedded
in SO(16) × SO(16).

Rather than applying the procedure of section 3.3 step by step, we construct the solution
directly from the left-invariant fields on the coset, which may, in principle, yield a more

6Another natural option might have been solvmanifolds, but by [34, Cor. 4.4] and [35, Thm. A] they do
not admit metrics of positive scalar curvature, which is required by eq. (3.6b).
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general result. We will find that even considering the most general left-invariant metric
on the coset and the most general form fields compatible with their equations of motion
and Bianchi identities, the equations will uniquely select the solution of section 3.3. We
will comment on this result in section 3.5.

We chose the structure constants of SU(3) as

f1
54 = f1

36 = f2
46 = f2

35 = f3
47 = f5

76 = 1 , f1
27 = 2 ,

f3
48 = f5

68 =
√
3 , and cyclic.

(3.57)

These are obtained by taking the usual Gell-Mann matrices, divided by a factor of i and
reordered so that the U(1)2 subgroup corresponds to the 7 and 8 directions. A basis of
left-invariant two-forms and three-forms is given by

j1 = λ12 , j2 = −λ34 , j3 = λ56 , (3.58)

and
ψ = λ135 + λ146 − λ236 + λ245 , ψ̃ = −λ136 + λ145 − λ235 − λ246 . (3.59)

These satisfy

− ψ + iψ̃ = (λ1 + iλ2) ∧ (−λ3 + iλ4) ∧ (λ5 + iλ6) ,
1
6(j1 + j2 + j3)3 = i

8(−ψ + iψ̃) ∧ (−ψ + iψ̃) , dji = ψ ,

ji ∧ ψ = ji ∧ ψ̃ = 0 , dψ̃ = 4(j1 ∧ j2 + j1 ∧ j3 + j2 ∧ j3) .

(3.60)

We will use these as building blocks for H and F . The most general left-invariant metric
on the flag manifold is, in the coframe basis,

ds2 = α2
1(λ1λ1 + λ2λ2) + α2

2(λ3λ3 + λ4λ4) + α2
3(λ5λ5 + λ6λ6) . (3.61)

We use it to define the following two combinations J and Ω:

J = J1 + J2 + J3 = α2
1j1 + α2

2j2 + α2
3j3 ,

Ω = α1α2α3(−ψ + iψ̃) .
(3.62)

The most general choice of gauge fields Fα=1,2 in the U(1)2 subgroup that solves the
Bianchi identities is

Fα = Aα(j1 − j2) +Bα(j2 − j3) , (3.63)

where Aα and Bα are constants written in vector notation, and ji are the left-invariant
two-forms of eq. (3.58). Similarly, imposing the equations of motion of the three-form leads
to an expression for H in terms of the left-invariant form ψ̃:

H = hImΩ = hα1α2α3ψ̃ , (3.64)

where h is a constant. The equations of motion of the forms are equivalent to

4
a
α1α2α3h = A2 −A ·B = B2 −A ·B = A ·B , (3.65)
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where a is defined in eq. (3.40). Eq. (3.65) are solved by

A = f

(
−2
0

)
, B = f

(
−1√
3

)
, where af2 = 2α1α2α3h . (3.66)

In fact, eqs. (3.63) and (3.64) match the gauge fields in eq. (3.39), when written in terms of the
structure constants, together with the condition in eq. (3.40). Note that F can be consistently
quantized because the lengths of the two U(1) fibers are unequal. For both α = 1, 2 and both
two-cycles CI , we need to impose 1

∆ψα

∫
CI
Fα ∈ Z; the generators are T7 = 1

i diag(1,−1, 0)
and T8 = 1√

3idiag(1, 1,−2), from which we see that ∆ψ1 = 2π and ∆ψ2 = 2
√
3π. We keep

the parameter f instead of the flux number n ∈ Z to avoid cumbersome expressions, but we
replace it with n, using f ∝ n, in the final expressions. There is no quantization condition
on H because there are no closed three-cycles.

The metric equations are
3
5h

2 + 2
5h
(
9α2α3
α3

1
− α3α1

α3
2

− α1α2
α3

3

)
+ −α4

1 + α4
2 + α4

3 − 6α2
2α

2
3

α2
1α

2
2α

2
3

,

and cyclic.
(3.67)

After taking linear combinations, one can show that this system admits 8 solutions, of which
4 are compatible with the positive sign of α1α2α3h required by eq. (3.66). The solutions
can be expressed as

(α1, α2, α3) = (R,R,R), (R,−R,−R), (−R,−R,R), (−R,R,−R) , (3.68)

where R satisfies

hR = 2
√
31− 7
3 . (3.69)

Therefore, up to signs that do not affect any physical quantities, there is only one solution
with all the parameters αi equal to R > 0. We have collapsed on the type of solutions
of section 3.3. An interesting consequence is that J and Ω now define a nearly-Kähler
structure on the flag manifold:

J ∧ Ω = 0 , 1
6J

3 = i

8Ω ∧ Ω̄ , dJ = −3ReΩ , dImΩ = 2J2 . (3.70)

We will comment on this in section 3.5.
The equations with αi = R are the same as in section 3.3.1. The metric and the dilaton

equations become
5
R2 − 3

5h
2 − 14

5
h

R
= 0 ⇒ hR = 2

√
31− 7
3 ,

1
5h

2 + h

10R = Te2ϕ0 ⇒ e2ϕ0 ∝ (TR2)−1 ,

(3.71)

thus reproducing eq. (3.48) with d = 6 and k/kM = 3; this is, in fact, the correct value
for SU(3)/U(1)2.

The complete solution depends on the single free parameter n, the quantized flux number,
and the relevant quantities scale as

L ∼ R ∼ T− 1
2 e−ϕ0 ∼ n , (3.72)

ensuring that the solution is reliable for large values of the quantized flux.
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3.4.2 AdS4 × CP3

The second example uses the complex projective space CP3 as the internal component, realized
as the coset Sp(2)/(Sp(1)×U(1)) in which su(2)⊕u(1) is embedded into an su(2)⊕su(2) ∼= so(4)
subalgebra of sp(2) ∼= so(5). The approach of section 3.3 thus involves gauge fluxes in an
SU(2) × U(1) subgroup of SO(16) × SO(16).

We choose the structure constants so that SU(2)× U(1) is included in the last 4 indices,

f5
41 = f5

32 = f6
13 = f6

42 = 1
2 , f7

56 = f10
89 = −1 ,

f7
21 = f7

43 = f8
14 = f8

32 = f9
13 = f9

24 = f10
34 = f10

21 = 1
2 , and cyclic.

(3.73)

We define a basis of left-invariant two-forms,

jB = 1
8(λ

12 + λ34) , jF = −λ56 , (3.74)

and a basis of left-invariant three-forms,

ψ = 1
8(−λ

135 − λ146 − λ236 + λ245) , ψ̃ = 1
8(−λ

136 + λ145 + λ235 + λ246) , (3.75)

which satisfy

djB = 1
4djF = ψ , dψ = 0 , dψ̃ = 8jB ∧ jB + 2jF ∧ jB ,

ψ ∧ ψ̃ = −2jB ∧ jB ∧ jF , d(jB,F ∧ jB,F ) = 0 .
(3.76)

The most general left-invariant metric in the coframe basis is

ds2 = R2

4

[ 1
σ
(λ1λ1 + λ2λ2 + λ3λ3 + λ4λ4) + λ5λ5 + λ6λ6

]
. (3.77)

We use it to define the following two combinations J and Ω:

J ≡ JB + JF ≡ R2
( 2
σ
jB + 1

4jF
)
, Ω = R3

σ
(−ψ + iψ̃) . (3.78)

Again, the most general gauge fields that are compatible with the Bianchi identities are
those that are generated by the strategy in section 3.3. In our conventions, the generators of
SU(2) × U(1) are identified with λ8,9,10 and λ7, so that the gauge fields of eq. (3.39) are

FU(1) = f1(4jB − jF ) ,

FSU(2) =
f2
2
(
−λ14 + λ23,−λ13 − λ24, λ12 − λ34

)
.

(3.79)

Similarly, the Kalb-Ramond field strength is

H = h
ImΩ
2 = h

R3

2σ ψ̃ . (3.80)

The equations of motion of the gauge fields and the Bianchi identity of the three-form flux
are all satisfied provided that

f1 = f2 ≡ f and af2 = R3

4σ h , (3.81)

where a is defined in eq. (3.40).
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The Einstein equations are then equivalent to

(6− σ)σ
R2 = 3

20h
2 + 4h

Rσ

(2
5σ

2 − 1
20

)
,

2(σ − 1)
R2σ

[σ(σ − 2) + hR(σ + 1)] = 0 .
(3.82)

The only solution that is compatible with the positive sign of σ is σ = 1, in which case J
and Ω define a nearly-Kähler structure and

h
R

2 = 2
√
31− 7
3 . (3.83)

This matches eq. (3.48) with d = 6 and k/kM = 3, which is the appropriate value for
Sp(2)/(Sp(1)×U(1)). The remaining dilaton equation fixes ϕ0, leading to the same scaling
as in the second of eq. (3.71). The physical parameters scale with the flux number n in
the same way as in eq. (3.72).

3.4.3 AdS4 × S6

The last solution that we present in detail is based on the coset G2/SU(3), which is topo-
logically a six-sphere S6. We fix the structure constants of G2,

f1
63 = f1

45 = f2
53 = f2

64 = 1√
3
, f14

43 = f14
56 = 1

2
√
3
, f14

21 = 1√
3
,

f7
36 = f7

45 = f8
53 = f8

46 = f9
56 = f9

34 = f10
16 = f10

52

= f11
51 = f11

62 = f12
41 = f12

32 = f13
31 = f13

24 = 1
2 ,

(3.84)

together with a copy of SU(3) in the last 8 indices, with

f i+6
j+6,k+6 = f (SU(3))i

jk , (3.85)

where

f (SU(3))1
65 = f (SU(3))1

47 = f (SU(3))2
57 = f (SU(3))2

46 = f (SU(3))4
53 = f (SU(3))6

37 = 1
2 ,

f (SU(3))1
23 = 1 , f (SU(3))4

58 = f (SU(3))6
78 =

√
3
2 .

(3.86)

We define a basis of left-invariant two- and three-forms,

j = λ12 − λ34 + λ56 ,

ψ = −λ135 − λ146 + λ236 − λ245 ,

ψ̃ = λ136 − λ145 + λ235 + λ246 ,

(3.87)

which satisfy

dj =
√
3ψ , dψ = 0 , dψ̃ = 2√

3
j2 , ψ ∧ ψ̃ = −2

3j
3 . (3.88)
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The most general left-invariant metric in the coframe basis is proportional to the identity,

ds2 = R2∑
i

λiλi , (3.89)

so that the analysis of section 3.3 applies without any changes. As in the previous cases,
the forms

J = R2

3 j , Ω = R3

3
√
3
(−ψ + iψ̃) (3.90)

define a nearly-Kähler structure on the sphere.
Section 3.3 instructs us to turn on SU(3) gauge fields such that the SU(3) components

of the gauge connection are

Aa = fλa+6 . (3.91)

For the Kalb-Ramond field strength, we must take

H = hR3 ψ̃√
3
. (3.92)

The equations of motion and the Bianchi identities for H and F reduce to eq. (3.40), while
the Einstein equations become

1
5(hR)

2 + 14
15hR− 5

3 = 0 ⇒ hR = 2
√
31− 7
3 . (3.93)

This reproduces eq. (3.48) with d = 6 and k/kM = 3, which is again the appropriate
value for G2/SU(3). The dilaton equation fixes ϕ0 as in the other cases. The gauge flux is
quantized despite the absence of two-cycles, because the integral of the third Chern character

1
3!(2π)3 tr (F ∧ F ∧ F ) on the six-manifold is non-trivial (SU(3) has a non-vanishing totally
symmetric invariant three-tensor, dabc ̸= 0, which enters the cubic Casimir). The scaling of
all relevant quantities in terms of the flux number n is

L ∼ R ∼ T− 1
2 e−ϕ0 ∼ n

1
3 . (3.94)

3.4.4 The remaining cases

An analogous solution exists on S3 × S3, seen as the group SU(2) × SU(2) or as the coset
SU(2)3/SU(2), with the latter SU(2) diagonally embedded in SU(2)3. However, in this case,
the approach of section 3.3 leads to a solution with no gauge fields, and the final result is
identical to the one in section 2.1.1 with two internal spheres and equal fluxes, nX = nY .

Note that with this example, each of the four homogeneous six-manifolds that admit a
nearly-Kähler structure, F(1, 2; 3), CP3, S6, and S3 × S3, leads to a solution.

The remaining cosets, SO(7)/SO(6), SU(4)/U(3), and SO(5)/(SO(3) × SO(2)), have
no H field and fall into the kM = 0 class of section 3.3 (see eq. (3.47)).7 These cases
are vulnerable to higher-derivative corrections, as we explained after eq. (3.49), and their
ultimate fate is unclear.

7SO(7)/SO(6) is the round sphere S6, but the solution does not coincide with that of the previous section:
the gauge field is in SO(6) rather than SU(3). SU(4)/U(3) is topologically CP3, but with a Fubini-Study metric
rather than the nearly-Kähler metric of section 3.4.2, as well as a gauge group U(3) rather than Sp(1) × U(1).
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3.5 Comments

The explicit examples that we have found with non-trivial gauge and three-form fluxes
share two features: the internal homogeneous spaces admit nearly-Kähler structures, and
the metrics are proportional to the identity. In particular, while we explained the general
Kaluza-Klein approach to the SO(16)× SO(16) string starting with the metric in eq. (3.38),
in section 3.4 we assumed the most general left-invariant metric on the coset; yet, for each
example, we found the metric to take the form of eq. (3.38).

It remains unclear whether either of the two features — the nearly-Kähler structure or
the metric proportional to the identity — follows from the Einstein equations after replacing
eq. (3.38) with the most general metric on G/H. Alternatively, this could be a consequence
of taking d = 6, which leaves only a limited number of choices for G and H that yield
non-supersymmetric string vacua.

Another point remains unsettled. Our Kaluza-Klein approach differs from that of [19].
They start from higher-dimensional equations (of the bosonic string) to derive lower-
dimensional ones (of the supersymmetric heterotic string). In contrast, we have no higher-
dimensional system to begin with. In fact, this explains the complexity of solving the Einstein
equations separately in section 3.3.1. With a higher-dimensional system, possibly adding
localized contributions, our approach would become completely systematic. This would open
up many more possibilities, fully exploiting the features of Kaluza-Klein reductions.
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A No scale separation

The solutions of sections 2 and 3 are not scale separated: mKK ≫ |Λ|1/2. We present here an
argument against scale separation for ten-dimensional non-supersymmetric strings with a
product metric and constant dilaton, assuming that mKK scales with the internal curvature,
m2

KK ∼ R(d). Consider eq. (2.3), where Fk can also denote gauge fields by adding traces.
Taking partial traces of the Ricci tensor,

R(10−d) = −(10− d)
∑
k

k(γ + 2) + βk − γ

8(2γ + 5) e(βk+2)ϕ0F 2
k ,

R(d) =
∑
k

4k(2γ + 5)− kd(γ + 2)− d(βk − γ)
8(2γ + 5) e(βk+2)ϕ0F 2

k .

(A.1)

For the types of internal spaces that we consider, the leading contribution to the internal
trace R(d) comes from the space with the smallest radius: R(d) ∼ R−2. The external trace
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scales with the AdS length: R(10−d) ∼ L−2. Then, one can use the ratio of the two partial
traces as a proxy for scale separation, as in [22]. From eq. (A.1), we find

R(d)
R(10−d)

=
∑
k [d(βk − γ) + kd(γ + 2)− 4k(2γ + 5)] e2(βk+2)ϕ0F 2

k

(10− d)∑k [βk − γ + k(γ + 2)] e2(βk+2)ϕ0F 2
k

. (A.2)

Since the combination βk − γ + k(γ + 2) never vanishes for the ten-dimensional non-
supersymmetric strings, the numerator and denominator are of the same order, and it
is therefore impossible to achieve scale separation.
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