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Explorative, perceptual and representational unilateral spatial neglect: 
guidelines and updated norms in the Italian population

Background and Aim

Methods and Materials

▪ 270 healthy participants
• 139 females, 131 males;
• mean age: 60.57 ± 12.79 years, range 40–89; 
• mean education: 11.58 ± 4.65 years,  range 5–18

Many neuropsychological tests commonly employed in clinical practice for assessing unilateral spatial neglect (USN) lack of updated norms and standardized 
procedures (1). Thus, this study aims to provide regression-based norms and equivalent scores for the most widely used USN tests, considering a large subset of 
symptoms affecting negative and positive manifestations (e.g., allocentric/egocentric asymmetries, perseverations, execution times, constructional apraxia).

Given the heterogeneity of USN, it is unlikely that a single test can fully capture all its components. In line with literature (2), we propose a minimal assessment 
battery including: one cancellation task (assessing both egocentric and allocentric neglect), line bisection, a copying task (preferably with multiple components) and a 
representational task. We report the results of normative data for a subset of these tests. 

             

Methods and materials

Analyses and Results

Conclusions

The present work provides updated norms for standard and new indexes of visuospatial performance to be used in the neuropsychological assessment of USN and 
constructional disorders. Norms for left and right USN are computed, along with regression-based norms and equivalent scores for key performance indexes. Results 
are shown for a subset of tests in perspective of a minimal assessment battery. Standardized procedures for test administration and scoring are also provided to 
support clinical practice.
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--- significant demographic predictors among age, education and gender

▬ only oTL cut-offs are provided when most participants showed ceiling or floor effects, 
and score variability was insufficient to compute the full range of ESs
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